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" In a letter to me late last week one of -
our senior priests wrote of his great plea-
sure about our Priests’ Convocation. He
expressed the view that it was our finest
ever because of the level of engagement
of participants and because of the quali-
ty of the conversations we enjoyed. Sev-
eral other priests have expressed, orally
or in writing, similar views about the ex-
perience. '

Although I have always enjoyed our
convocations, I too found this year’s ses-
sion to be our most rewarding one. As I
look back on it I identify three factors
that helped make it the success it was.

1.) Theme: Our theme, “The Centrality
of the Eucharistic Liturgy in Catholic
Life,” was a very rich one. I think that all
of us became aware of that richness in

new and fresh ways through the course

of this year’s discussion. The work called
us to try to understand more deeply the
dynamic presence of Christ’s life and
transforming love in the Eucharistic
liturgy.

At the same time we became aware in
the course of the year’s work that prob-
ing the mystery of the Eucharist puts us
in touch with deep, intimate human real-
ities for which it is often difficult to find
words.

- If the work was difficult, and often it

was, we kept at it because of the magnet-

ic power of the theme and from our
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sense that our labors were bearing fruit
in a growing understandmg of Christ
and of ourselves.

2.) Preparation: If our priests wanted a
theme of pastoral and theological im-
portance, they also made it clear through
the evaluations we do each year that they
desired to help shape our convocation so
that they could invest in it beforehand
and prepare for it in a thoughtful fash-
ion.

I am happy to say that our Priests’
Council, Convocation Committee, Saint
Bernard’s Institute and Liturgy Office
were all helpful in offering guides and
resources for our preparation, that our
priests attended very thoughtfully to the
materials provided.

3.) Process: The third quality which, I
believe, contributed to the success of our
convocation was that it called all of us to

-will be ‘a signi

not reactmg to the words of a speaker.‘
Rather, we were building on work that

we had done through the year. Our hope.
was that at the ‘end of our days together

we would come to a deeper'common un-
derstanding of and some practical deci-
sions about the critical pastoral areas re-
lating to our gathering theme.

I do think we left with some work ac-
complished in both areas. To be sure,
there is much left to do. But the work is
well begun — and continuing!

The next step in the process — and it
ificant one — will be the
Ministry Day which will be held on May
14 at DeSales High School, Geneva. As I
asked your prayers for God’s blessing on
our Priests’ Convocation, so I ask you to
pray for all of us who will be gathering
for the Geneva event.

A final thought: It occurred to me fre-
quently during the convocation, espe-
cially when I noted the honesty, trust and
willingness to learn so notable among
the priests and pastoral administrators
who were present, that the convocation
owed much to the Synod. I want to think
more about that, and will.

But in the shorter run I thank you not
only for praying for the work of the con-
vocation but for the very real way in
which your example inspired us who par-
ticipated.
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world, all missionaries and those whose

. office it is to preach Thy word, that on
fire with holy zeal, they may snaich
souls from the devil and lead them into
the shelter of Thy Heart, where for
ever they may glorify Thee.

Imprimatur: E. Morrogh Bernard, Vic. Gen. Priest
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