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Work at convocation sets good pace 
In a letter to me late last week one of 

our senior priests wrote of his great plea
sure about our Priests' Convocation. He 
expressed the view that it was our finest 
ever because of the level of engagement 
of participants and because of the quali
ty of the conversations we enjoyed. Sev
eral other priests have expressed, orally 
or in writing, similar views about the ex
perience. 

Although I have always enjoyed our 
convocations, I too found this year's ses
sion to be our most rewarding one. As I 
look back on it I identify three factors 
that helped make it the success it was. 

1.) Theme: Our theme, "The Centrality 
of the Eucharistic Liturgy in Catholic 
Life," was a very rich one. I think that all 
of us became aware of that richness in 
new and fresh ways through the course 
of this year's discussion. The work called 
us to try to understand more deeply the 
dynamic presence of Christ's life and 
transforming love in the Eucharistic 
liturgy. 

At the same time we became aware in 
the course of the year's work that prob
ing the mystery of the Eucharist puts us 
in touch with deep, intimate human real
ities for which it is often difficult to find 
words. 

If the work was difficult, and often it 
was, we kept at it because of the magnet
ic power of the theme tand from our 

along 
the way 

sense that our labors were bearing fruit 
in a growing understanding of Christ 
and of ourselves. 

2.) Preparation: If our priests wanted a 
theme of pastoral and theological im
portance, they also made it clear through 
the evaluations we do each year that they 
desired to help shape our convocation so 
that they could invest in it beforehand 
and prepare for it in a thoughtful fash
ion. 

I am happy to say that our Priests' 
Council, Convocation Committee, Saint 
Bernard's Institute and Liturgy Office 
were all helpful in offering guides and 
resources for our preparation, that our 
priests attended very thoughtfully to the 
materials provided. 

3.) Process: The third quality which, I 
believe, contributed to the success of our 
convocation was that it called all of us to 
active-participation iita pffoeessi 'We-wece* -

not reacting to the words of a speaker. 
Rather, we were building on work that 
we had done through die year. Our hope 
was that at the end of our days together 
we would come to a deepercommon un
derstanding of and some practical deci
sions about die critical pastoral areas re
lating to our gadiering theme. 

I do think we left widi some work ac
complished in both areas. To be sure, 
there is much left to do. But the work is 
well begun — and continuing! 

The next step in die process — and it 
wiH be a significant one — will be die 
Ministry Day which will be held on May 
14 at DeSales High School, Geneva. As I 
asked your prayers for God's blessing on 
our Priests' Convocation, so I ask you to 
pray for all of us who will be gathering 
for the Geneva event. 

A final diought: It occurred to me fre
quently during die convocation, espe
cially when I noted die honesty, trust and 
willingness to learn so notable among 
the priests and pastoral administrators 
who were present, that the convocation 
owed much to the Synod. I want to think 
more about that, and will. 

But in the shorter run I thank you not 
only for praying for die work of the con
vocation but for the very real way in 
which your example inspired us who par
ticipated. 
" Peace to all. ,. 
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^VER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS 
j " ^ WOULD YOU PRAY F O R A PRIEST EACH DAY? 

r I 
•JESUS PRAYER FOR HIS PRIESTS • 

Prayer Suggestions: 
Mass 
Rosary 
Fasting 
Day Offering 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Offering of Sufferings 
Divine Mercy Chaplet 

The fallowing prayer was dictated by Our Lord to Sister 
Josefa Menrdez at Pouters, Frame, on the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart. June. 3, 1921, with the instructions : 
'Josefa! Repeat these words daily!" 

O Jesus, by Thy most loving Heart, I 
implore Thee to inflame with zeal for 
Thy love and glory all the priests of the 
world, all missionaries and those whose 
office it is to preach Thy word, that on 
fire with holy zeal, they may snatch 
souls from the devil and lead them into 
the shelter of Thy Heart, where for 
ever they may glorify Thee. 

Imprimatur. E. Morngh Bernard, Vic. Gen. 
Westmonasteru, May 5, 1953 

Or whatever the Lord 
inspires you to offer 
Him on behalf of His 
Priest 
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"IF YOU'VE MADE 
AWILL THERE'S 
ONE MORE THING 
TO DO." 
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Share a Great 
Compassion 

I We seek women who are growing in their love of 
1 God, and desire to join a community with a strong 

spiritual, apostolic and community life. 

Living our vows and par
ticipating in the life of 
the Church by prayer 
and sacraments, gives us 
the ability to serve God 
in this apostolate. 

We nurse incurable can-

'Even though 
I was very 
happy, I felt 
that God urns 
calling me to a 

f trent life, 
emphasis 

on community, 
prayer, sacri
fice, obedience 
to the Holy 
Father, a uni
fied apostolate 

based on radical trust in God and loving 
care of His beloved childrenj and the visi
ble witness of a religious habit, drew my 
mind and heart to Sw Hawthorne 
Dominicans. In God's Will is our peace; 
I wish no other life than the one God has 
offered me m the precious gift of my 
vocation." . 

cer patients in our seven free, modern nursing homes, 
located in Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
Massachusetts, and Minnesota. 

Many who enter our community have no prior nurs
ing experience, but we all share a great compassion for 
the suffering poor and delight at being able to help 
them. 

FOR 
MORE 

INFORMATION: 
Sr. Marie Edward 

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne 
600 Lituh /{venue 

Hawthorne, NY 10532 
R-MY (9/4) 769-4794 

PLEASE SEND MEMORE INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR CONGREGATION 
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