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Recent headlines prove Synod prophetic 
It was not by accident, it seems, that 

our diocesan Synod adopted the Consis
tent Life Ethic as one of its priorities. At 
the time, this initiative seemed to come 
from nowhere, and many who were pre
sent at the closing that Sunday in die 
Rochester War Memorial will remember 
a sense of genuine surprise when it was 
announced. 

Now, npt even diree years later, we 
look back at our corporate decision to 
adopt diis priority with some new con
cerns and some further reflection as a 
church. For one dung, events in New 
York state have drawn us to dunk more 
about our commitment to a life etiiic 
that connects ail die ways in which life is 
threatened. In 1993, New York state did 
not have a death penalty; now it does. In 
1993, New York state did not permit as
sisted suicides; now it does. 

Some people accuse the Catholic 
Church of being completely out of touch 
widi reality. They think our moral teach
ing is archaic and out of date. They be
lieve popes, bishops, priests, religious 
and other spiritual leaders ought to re
strict dieir attention to purely "spiritual 
issues" and stay out of political and pub
lic debates. 

I believe that we do need to rethink and re
vise some of our positions on some issues, and 
that we are in the process of doing so right now 
- however painful that struggle may be. But I 
dunk drat our etiiic has a great deal to 

the, 
moral 

life 

contribute to die public debate on issues 
diat recendy have become so critical in 
our state. 

On die topic of assisted suicide, for 
example, our tradition is long and well-
developed: We reject actions that direct
ly intend to kill people because diey are 
sick and cannot improve. At die same 
time, we do not think it is necessary to. 
use every means possible to keep a per
son alive if diose metiiods will not rea
sonably benefit die patient This is a 
lovely teaching, really, and could be 
enormously helpful in public discus
sions of this matter. 

I diink many people assume that 
diere are only two options for people 
who suffer from terminal illnesses at die 
end of dieir lives. One apparent option 
is to be "kept alive" in great pain and be
yond any possibility of living a- benefi
cial life - beneficial even to oneself! 

The other option appears to be Dr. 
Kevorkian's solution: Let us kill our
selves or let us kill one another when 
our situations seem to be beyond hope. 

From news coverage and some discus
sions today, these two extremes appear to 
be die only alternatives. But this is pre
cisely where die wisdom of due church's 
centuries of reflection on diis matter can 
help us. These are NOT the only options 
available as we face decisions affecting 

. our care and treatment at die end of life. 
Pope John Paul ITs encyclical Evangelium 
Vitae ("The Gospel of Life") manifests 
what I call die wiser way through the ex
tremes our society presents. 

The pope wrote: "In such situations, 
when death is clearly imminent and in
evitable, one can in conscience 'refuse 
forms of treatment diat would only se
cure a precarious and burdensome pro
longation of life, so iong as the normal 
care due to die sick person in similar 
cases is not interrupted.' Certainly diere 
is a moral obligation to care for oneself 
and to allow oneself to be cared for, but 
this duty must take account of concrete 
circumstances. It needs to be deter
mined whedier die means of treatment 
available are objectively disproportion
ate to die prospects for improvement 
To forgo extraordinary or dispropor
tionate means is not the equivalent of 
suicide or euthanasia; it rather express
es acceptance of die human condition 

in the face of death." 
These words deliver us from die posi

tion of "absolute vitalists" in our society 
who would claim that human beings 
ought to be kept alive no matter what 
They also help us to move beyond dunk
ing diat we have wronged ourselves or a 
loved one by rejecting treatments we be
lieve will have no lasting or long-term 
benefit for die patient 

They also help us to avoid thinking 
diat we ought to kill ourselves because 
we are. sick or because we need care. Dis
cussing a "choice" to direcdy end life in 
case of terminal illness and disability de
nies our connectedness to one another 
and our obligation always to care for 
one anodier — even when we cannot 
cure one another. Such talk opens us to 
imposing an unspoken obligation on 
one another not-to be sick and not to 
need care. It opens us to having some 
day to mistrust physicians because diey 
have become not just agents of life, but 
also agents of death. 

We should be grateful, I think, for the 
church's corporate wisdom exercised on 
an October Sunday afternoon in 1993. 
We all have a great deal to diink about 
in relation to being consistent about an 
ethic diat supports life. Our church has 
some important contributions to make 
in diis arena. 

Sister Schoelles is president of Si. 
Bernard's Institute, Rochester. 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270 Norton Street 
544r5000 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN APARTMENTS 
Senior Citizen Apartments in Irondequoit 

Now accepting applications far 1 & 2 Br. Apis. 
Immetfiate txjenmgs for 2 Br. Apts. & SturJos 

•rfeatlnchjded 
• HanoTcappedAccessfote 
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance 
• Laundry Facffites 
• Income Requirements 
'Equal Opportunity Housing* 

5449100 
CON IFER REALTY ̂  

Expert Automotive 
Repairs 

Genwcd Repairs • GM Specialist 
Fuel Injection • {Hectical Systems 
Exhaust • Brakes • Carburettor) 

• Tune-up • Shocks • Struts 
N.Y. State Inspection 

262-4585 
Sam LcVetrc , 

44 Rtehmons* St: • Rochester • 14607 

Pre-need Counseling 
Available. 

Funeral Home 
Since 1897 

181N. Main Street-Geneva 
315-789-2224 

CflSl iBaBunwiwimw *tBMl mmm.sciECTtDuamauis 

Announcements 

A D O P T I O N S The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Miscellaneous 

DANCE MUSIC from the Big 
Band Era. Featuring Bob Ames 
•& Co. 716-392-9716. 

DIVINE MERCY .COUNSEL
ING SERVICES." Professional 
counseling with a Catholic per
spective. For appointments, 
call Martin Lynch S Associates 
at 716-321-1831. ' 

Help Wanted 

93585 

Help Wanted 

L I Q U O R S T O R E Slock/lottery 
help. 30-40 hrs/wk., evenings 
-required. Irondequoit. Frank 
716-342-9246. 

N O EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
$ 5 0 0 / 5 9 0 0 weekly potential. 
Process mortgage refunds in 
your area. Part- or full-time. 
Call 1-216-233-4204, ext 115. 
(24 hrs.) 

N A N N Y MON-FRI 8 hours/day 
in our Websten/Penfield area 
home. 2 children. Call 
315-524-4543 eves. 

C A M P DIRECTOR: Full-time, 
summer position directing a 
not-for-profit family, camp. 5 
days a week with weekend ac
cessibility. Room, board and 
competitive salary. Candidate 
must be mature, organized and 
relate well with people. Knowl
edge of camping and prior ad
ministrative, supervisory and. 
budgeting experience helpful. 
Reports to the Board Chairper
son. Send resume, letter of ap
plication and three references 
by 3/27/96 to: Search Commit
tee, 52 Robert Quigley Dr., 
Scottsville, NY 14546. E.O.E. 

Garage Sales 

GREAT GARAGE SALE St. 
Salome's Parish Hall, 4282 
Culver Rd., Irondequoit. Fri. & 
Sat. April 19-20, 9 am to 4 pm. 
OVER 200 FAMILIES CON
TRIBUTING! 

Wanted to Buy 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Moving & Hauling Plumbing 

MOTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER. 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busJne. 

Studio $299 One Bedroom $359 
Ml utaties included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly M a u Services 
475 East Breed St 546-3650 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for all your heating needs 

Heating & Air Conditioning 
Specialists 

• Sales • Service • Installation 
Family Owned & Operated 

4244848 

K-D Moving, 
and Storagelnc 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610OT 4 7 3 4 3 5 7 

C A S S I D Y Plumbing and Heating 
Licensed, Bonded _ _ _ 

• Bathroom Ramoidkig^tJ \ 
• No S«vl» Charges ( ^ gj • Free Estimates 

Senior Cfflzen Discount 

11 Comfort St 
,NY 232-2000 

Appliance Repair 

W e Make 
House Calls J 

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR 
724WimonRd.N. 

7164824111 

Home improvement 

VINYL WINDOWS IN
STALLED $200. Before you 
buy expensive windows, call 
716-436-4741. SAVE $100 per 
window. Guaranteed. 35 years 
experience. FREE Low "E" Ar
gon glass until 4-15-96. 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

Roofing Siding' 
& Gutters 

BERNARD K. BAYER & SON 
Master Painters \ _ T > i "V 
Painting & WaHpaper ^ \ 

Wood Finishing and Gutters 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 
Est 1952 (716)381-0812 

BOWMAN 
EslabBshei 1913 

• Roof Repairs • Siding 
. Replacement Windows 
• Seemless Aluminum Cutters' 
• Cutler Cleaning _ _ _ 

671-3270 671-2912 

Electricians 

i f lar i lp 'a antique* 
Top cash paid for old wood fur
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

Ale NOLAN 
Ft ELECTRIC 
FOR AU YOUR ELECTRCAL NEEDS 

Fully licensed & insured 
107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 

DeCan Home Care 
Kitchen & Bath, Power 

Rooms, Garage Storage Lofts, 

Painting, Carpentry 

(716)426*127 

Masonry 

SPECIALIZING IN 
REPAIRS OF OLDER 

HOMES 
Interim/exterior /minting, garages, 

window glazing, porches, etc 
Basement walls repaired and 

waterproofed. Homes power washed, 
gutter doming, driveway sealing, 

small jobs welcome. 
Senior dltcoaot. FretEuimtta. 

ALMEYVIS.JR. 
323-2876 • 392-4435 

/ \ 
NANNY/GRANDMA 
NEEDED: For working 
parents w/3 pre-school
ers, live in preferred, not 
req'd, must be loving, 
flexible, non-smoker, 
long term position. 586-
7038 

Financial Services 

A P P R O V E D A U T O L O A N S 
Bad credit/no credit, no prob
lem, no hassle. Call 
1-800-541-2212. A 

8 6 5 - 4 1 7 0 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY* CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 


