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Father Mike Brown remmded us at

Priests to conszder ‘heart of Catholic hfe

¥ Oné final noté Whlle it is true that

supper this evening (Monday, April 8),
that one week from today we will be at
the Holidome in Henrietta for our an-
nual Priests’ Convocation.

" His quiet notice of that event was a
pleasant reminder for me of an experi-
ence I always enjoy. It was also a re-
minder of the thoughtful and careful
work our priests, their co-workers and
communities have done to prepare for
this year’s event, which will focus on
our eucharistic life.

As 1 hope you know well, we are fac-
ing the need to make some adjust-
ments in our pastoral life because we
are not attracting young candidates to
the priesthood in sufficient number to
replace those who are serving now.

As a result of that fact, our presbyter-
ate is growing smaller in number. And
we are aging. We had a painful exam-
ple of that reality during the last calen-
dar year when, through illness and ac-
cident, we lost five active priests 62
years of : age or younger and ordained
only one new priest.

I dearly hope that we will not be
asked to endure that kind of unusual
loss again for many years to come.. But
the fact is we inevitably will experience
the normal attrition that is part of life.
It is also true that, in the short range
at least, we will not be ordaining
enough men to replace ourselves as we
retire and/or go home to God. In the

eucharistic liturgy.

By Bistior Marriew 1. (lvl,\l(l\

next five years, for example we will or-
dain no more than 10 men.

I hope you will agree.that, in:light of
these realities, all of us will need to
made some adjustments. We simply
cannot go on with business as usual. To
do so would, in the short range, place
inhuman burdens on the ordained
priests we have. In the long range, we
would blind ourselves to more creative,
enriching and humane ways to meet
the challenges we must face.

In the discussions we have had this
year around this issue, I have been
deeply impressed by the deep love in
which all in our community hold our

I mention that not because it sur-
prised me. It didn’t. I mention it be-
cause it gave me renewed confidence
that, whatever adjustments we must
make, we will make them thoughtfully
and carefully. And, we will make them
with the sense that the eucharistic
liturgy is the heart of Catholic life.

we must make some thoughtful
changes in our present pastoral prac-
tice because of the realities to whieh I
referred above, we are not in desperate
straits. Compared to many times in the
history of our own diocese and com-
pared to many dioceses in our country
today, we are still in a fairly strong po-
sition. We do not need to act with any
hurried sense of panic. Indeed, to do
so would be damaging.

What can you do to help? You can
think about the ministry of the or-
dained and what it means to the com-
munity and to you. You can pray for
vocations to the priesthood and en-
courage likely candidates to think
about the possibility for themselves.

You can become acquainted with
your local pastoral scene. What
changes have occurred there in recent
years? What further changes are under
consideration? How can we help peo-
ple better understand and move with
them?

Two favors, please. First, pray for our
brother priests as they gather in convo-
cation and work with them in our con-
tinuing reflections on the treasure that
is our eucharistic life.

Secondly, if you have a chance, send
the priests you know to the convoca-
tion with an expression of your prayers
and affection.

Thanks and peace to all.
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The Holy Rosary at St.

Patrick’s Cathedral
POPE JOHN PAUL I

IN PRAYER WITH THE HOLY FATHER

A one-of-a-kind video presentation of the recitation of the Holy Rosary by His Holiness, Pope

i John Paul Il at the acclaimed St. Patrick’s Cathedral, as part of his historic visit to New York City,
October 4-7, 1995. Atreasuryofdevohonﬁtatwmlnspireah'adiﬂonofplayerforyearstoeome

Approx. Running Time: 60 minutes $14 s shibping &
plus shipping & handling

THE JOURNEY TO AMERICA

1 POPE JOHN PAUL II'S PILGRIMAGE TO THE U. S.
B| A video digest of Pope John Paul (s five-day visit to the United States, October 4-8, 1985
il — including his historic address to the United Nations General Assembly and Mass before
i} more than 300,000 pecple at New York's Central Park. A special visual documentary that
ifluminates the Holy Father’s joumey to America highlighting the Church’s teaching on the
eve of the New Millennium.

Approx. Running Time: 90 minutes $1 4 plus sﬁipping & handl

Mail check or money order payable to Catholic Courfer with the form below. Credit
card orders, call 716-328-4340.
DESCRIPTION QfI'Y. PRICE TOTAL
@4 The Holy Rosary . $15.95 _
===  °  The Journey to America $12.95 A
' Shipping/Handling (1-2 tapes $4; 3 or more $6)
Total —_—
Name
Address

City State Zip
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