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By John R. Karman II

Catholic News Service

LOUISVILLE, Ky. -~ At one
end of the University of Ken-
tucky men’s baskethall bench is
coach; Rick Piting;, impeccably
dressed in an Armani suit, but

constantly in motion, screaming
at officials, yelling at players, ges-
turing and

At the other end’of the bench
is Father Ed Bradley, wearing his
Roman collar and taking in all
the action in a more calm and re-
served fashion.

Father Bradley, a priest of the
Diocése of Owensboro, has
served as chaplain of the Wild-
cats basketball team for the past
five years. He was there as they
defeated Syracuse University 76-
67 in the 1996 title game April 1.

In those five years, the team
has experienced the highs and
lows associated with big-time col-
lege basketball. But no matter
what the final score is, they know
they can always go to Father
Bradley for spiritual or personal
counseling or just to pray.

“I try to ... be there as just sort
of a quiet presence,” Father
Bradley, 52. He spoke to The
Record, Louisville’s archdiocesan
newspaper, in a telephone inter-
view from Dallas, where the
‘Cats won their first two games
in the NCAA tournament.

His association with the team
began when he was attending a
wedding reception in Lexington
and was introduced to Pitino by a
friend. The coach invited the
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Father Ed Bradiey, chaplain of the University of Kentucky Wild-
cats, and Ryan Pitino, son of head coach Rick Pitino, enjoy a

laugh on the Kentucky sideline.

priest to say the team prayer be-
fore the next home game and to
watch the action from the bench.

Yor a year, Father Bradley at-
tended games as his schedule al-
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, McQuaid Jesuit provides the armosphere in which all stu-
dents can reach their potential. Our program provides an

advanced challenge to'the high achiever, and remedial help

to the student requiring it. And each year, our students are
accepted into the best colleges and universities, usually with
generous grants and scholarships!

The McQuaid Jesuit student body is won-
derfully diverse! More than 11% of our students
are minority. Almost one quarter of our students .

come from outside the Catholic faith. And | (.=
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For information on admission or
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tour of the building,
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lowed. But since 1992 he has
been a fixture on the bench both
at home and on the road.

“It’s like an unreal world,” he.
* said, describing his view”of the
games from the bench. “I's very
easy to get caught up in the ex-
citement, and I do.”

Father Bradley said this year’s

CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROGHESTER, N..

to several of the players. In addi-
tion 'to praying with the team
and providing individual coun-
seling, the priest also said Mass

- on the road and distributed
*-Gommunion to Catholic players

Walter McCarty, Antoine Walker
and Wayne Turrier.

“I think I have a great relation-
ship with the team,” Father
Bradley said. “One of the great
things about this team is that

" each of them is just a fine young

man, and they genuinely care
about each other and want each
other to loak well.”

Traveling with the team in the
South has given Father Bradley a
chance to be a symbol of the
Catholic faith to college basket-
ball fans.

“I’'s been a real good experi-
ence, especially for me as a
Catholic priest, because most of
the places we go (have) very few
Catholic people,” he said. “
think it’s a real good opportunity

" to-be d witmess in those places.
* And I always wear the (Roman)

collar. I think just that in itself is
a real witness.”

Over the five years, Father
Bradley has forged a close rela-
tionship with the Pitino family.
He baptized the couple’s daugh-
ter and was the confirmation
sponsor for one of their sons. .

Three years ago, the coach
and the priest opened the Daniel
Pitino Shelter in Owensboro,
named. after the Pitino son who
died several years ago.

“They've really made me sort

" of .. part of the family,” Father

Br‘adley said. “When Pm in Lex-
ington, I stay over at their house.
It’s a beautiful family, and I just
value their love and friendship

team was special, and he is close
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