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If yon asked former DeSales
softball coach Vic Harris about
his team’s first sectional victory
last season, he’d tell you it was
nothing less than he’'d expect-

No, he isn’t joking. .

“I made it clear at the begin-
ning of the season,” Harris
said, “that anything less than a
wip to the finals would be a
great dxsappomtment

Harris’ team did not disap-
point him. The “comeback
kids” from DeSales High
School claimed their first sec-
tional title ever, coming from
behind to win 6-2 over Elba last
June 9. The Saints scored five
runs in the smth inning to
clinch the Class! ¥ crown in the.
title game. It {vas the team’s"
third comeback.in a row, but to
Harris’ mind, the girls had just
worked too hard to settle for a
loss.

“We put a lot of pressure on
ourselves,” Harris said, adding
that many of the team had-start-
ed practicing for that season as
early as the previous summer.

Again - this. season, these
comeback - kids- have ‘set - their
sights high, aiming for their sec-
ond sectional title in two years.
Though Harris has retired as
coach, most of the team has re-
turned under la§tiyearisyassisy
tants;~Rand; d-Barry~Ha-

gadorn. Back in this year’s line- .-

up are many of those who made
the team shine last year, includ-
ing pitcher Melanie Chelenza,
left fielder Melissa Liberatore,
catcher — and 1995 tournament
MVP Emily Krakowiak, catch-
er/third baseman Kim Ha-
gadorn at catcher and center
fielder Bridget Buckley.

Except for the head coach’s
departure, team members are
“quick to stress that nothing has
really changed since last year.
The close-knit group of girls
that makes up the team’s nucle-
us began running their own
practices in early January to get
a leg up on the competition. In
addition,’ many of the girls
played on a fast-pitch American
Softball Association travel team
over the summer, where they
further honed their skills, play-
ing at the higher level of com-
petition present in that league.

They have also come to this
seaSon with another mission: to
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" Becky Balsley slides safely into second 'base as the ball rolls. away from Elba’sfMarthatasidy dur-
Ing the Saints’ 6-2 vlctury to clinch their first sectional softhall title June §,1995... - -

beat South Seneca
High, ‘a team that
went  undefeated
last year, "winning -
the Class C section-
al championshipy
and the league title.”
South Seneca beat -
DeSales twice last
season, but like true
fighters, the Saints
are eager to face
thelr nemesis again.

+ To get ready, the
team has begun
training for two
hours after school,
starting in the gym
until the weather is
drier and they can

"begin practicing on

their new home
field. Since many of
the players have
part-time jobs, the
practice schedule is
made on a week-to-
week basis.

Often they end
up practicing until 9
p-m., sliding, pitch-
ing and catching
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well after the sun Melanie Chelenza’s strong pitching performance

has gone down.
What becomes evi-
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helped the Saints to earn their sectional title against
the Lancers last June.

dent is that a good
number of the small
school’s girls-are on

to draw from
coaches say.

“All nine starters
can play pretty
much any position,”
Randy Hagadorn
said. “We have kids
that can play four to
five different posi-
tiops, dnd that’s re-

ally a big help. L.can

put anyone any
place and not really
lose anything.”

He added that
the summer softball
team has done
much for the veter-
ans’ skills.

“We try to get as
many kids involved

in that program as -

possible,” he said.
“It gets them used
to the higher level
of play they’re going
to see in high school
or college.”
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In addition, he lauded the
team’s veterans as excellent ath-
letes. He pointed to Chelenza
as a driving force in the team’s
success, having only lost, two
games last year. Liberatore, he
said, is the “fastest girl in the
league. There’s about nothing
she can’t do. The kids look up
to her a lot (because of her ath-
leticism).” At center field, he
said, there’s no one better or
faster than senior Bridget Buck-
ley. “She can really run down
some plays,” Hagadorn stated.

Speed is one of the team’s
greatest assets, coaches and
players said. Former coach Har-
ris recalled how Liberatore, in
last year’s sectionals, went from
first to third base on a bunt,
then was driven in to score.

“We created so many runs by
getting a walk or stolen bases,
Harris remembered.

However, Hagadorn said the
team'’s attitude is what deter-

. mined its success last season

and will, continue to de so this
year. Besides being cjose-knit,
the team has a winning attitude
that it didn’t have 'in previous
seasons.

“When my brother and I first
started {as assistants) there was
a losing autitude,”
sa.u:‘r. ‘”u\}&g J}L}k th

" more senously by-co

though, it has its workreut out.
Catcher Krakowiak sazd the

“teams that’ overlooked“hers last

year won’t make the same mis-
take. But she belieyes that the
length of time- xhe téarn has
b&tﬂogether, coupled with its
winning spirit, will aljow it to
reach its goals again this year.

“We all have to have the same
goal, and everybody has to give
100 percent,” she said.

“We have to work together,
learn from our mistakes, and
play up to our level,” Buckley
added.

“They’ve already been told
it's going to be tough,” Randy
Hagadorn said. “We're a sec-
tional team now, and people
will play up to that. But we
know how to win, and we have
to maintain our atfitude. We
have a very talented group of
kids. They’re there toshow that -
last year wasn’t a fluke.”
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- Generations

- Summer Adventure for Kids

Summertime Fun (une 24-July 28)°
it's a Jolly Holiday (uly 1- July 5
Krazy Kids Kamival iuty 8-July 12)w
Intemational Week (uty 15-July 19)e
Kids in the Kitchen (uly 22-July 26)°

Center Slage (Juy 29-Aug. 2*
Water Frenzy (Aug. 5-Aug. 9

il Wild, Wild West (Aug. 12-Aug. 16w
Everyone's An Adlist (Aug. 19-Aug. 23)°w
Movie Mania (Aug. 26-Aug 30)'

Summer Achvﬂy for Kidis - Spons Camps 7
*Basketball - Five Sessions (stenson Location Only) “wSoccer-Five Sessions (Coldwater Location Only
Ages: 6-12yr.old Meadls:  Breaidfast, lunch & snack avallable
Hours: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm - Mon.- Fri. Location: 230 Coldwater Road, 14624
Extended Care Available 179 Stenson Street, 14606

Swimming of Roberts Wesieyan — Field Tips]

For a summer brochure contact Kathy Lefrois 247-3490
Generations Child Care, Inc. Is a NY. State Ilcensed Child Care Center

Plus, ROC's Free Bonus Package!

-@ 8 FREE DINNER Certificates
@ 2 FREE Amerks Tickets

© FREE NY State Ins| 0
©® FREE PERSONAL ALARM, 120db, $30 value
® FREE Zoo Family Membership

© FREE Delivery

@ Senior Citizen Discount

HENRIETTA e e
475-1900 CELLULAR

*Requires 12
activation mmaam
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621-1888




