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Finally, a f ttzg way to observe Holy

I have often puzzled over what it
means to say that we are saved by the™
death of Jesus. The solemnity of the rit-
uals that mark Holy Week, and the
somber tone that surrounds these days
have always intrigued me. 1 have often
been dissatisfied with myself and the
way I participate in this important part
of the liturgical year. In fact, I seem to al-
ternate between the thought that I
haven’t been sad enough over Good Fri-
day and Hely Saturday, and then that I
haven’t been joyful enough when it is fi-
nally time for the Easter Vigil service
and the dawn of Easter Sunday.

Over the course of my life, I have tried
to articulate for myself just how the
death of someone, particularly the Son
of God, resulted in his resurrection and
then in life for all the rest of us. I have
come up with any number of great ex-
planations of this mystery. But in the
case of almost all of them, I end up find-
ing them inadequate almost before I
have fully “concocted” them.

For a while I thought that it was the
amount of suffering that Jesus endured
that brought about such splendid re-
sults. Since he had so many terrible
things done to him through that terrible
night, and since they hurt him so much,
his reward was proportionate to his mis-
ery. The greater the suffering, the
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greater the joy. I concluded that all suf-
fering was really quite beneficial, in the
scheme of God.

This theory held me for quite a while. |

While in its grip, I decided on some
corollary views that went right along
quite naturally. I decided that since suf-
fering brings about good, we all ought to
try to suffer as much as possible. I de-
cided that God was the sort of being
who is happiest when we creatures are
most miserable. 1 myself took great
pains during this time to enhance the
opportunity for suffering whenever 1
had the chance. People who knew me
then would agree, I think, that I surely
did my part to “complete the sufferings
of Jesus!” And by my very disposition, I
helped those around me to do this, too.

But some important quesnoms arose

around this.explanation for the mystery
at the very heart of our faith. For one
thing, it just doesn’t ring true for me
that suffering automatically results in
good. While I know people who have

to turn suffering into great
good, I also know instances of suffering
that result in great evil, bitterness, and
human diminishment. We rightly
spend much of our best Christian and
. human energy, talent and resources try-
ing to relieve suffering. Very few par-
ents, for example, hope for their chil-
dren a life of suffering, for heaven’s
sake! _

So I concluded that while we all suffer
in the course of our lives, and while we
have to work through the losses and di-
minishments that befall us trying to let
“all things work toward good,” it wasn’t
the fact of Jesus’ suffering that became
the source of salvation.

Through some wiser thought and
some better instruction I have since
learned of a more satisfactory way to
think about the death and resurrection
of Jesus. I now think in terms of Jesus as
God’s faithful Son who came among us
to show us who God is and hawwemn
love as God loves.
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sage because of eur sinfulness, and we

rejected it. The personal and - social
changes necessary to let God’s love take
root in us and among us.were so threat-
ening that we moved against Jesus. In
spite of our rejection and the violence
we waged against him, Jesus remained
true to his mission. of inaugurating the
kingdom on earth. Even in the face of
death itself, Jesus kept on track and con-
tinued to speak and act on behalf of
God’s kingdom. Even when he knew-
that he would likely enter into deadly
conflict and die, Jesus remained faithful
toGodandobedienttothcmissiOnen—
trusted to him. -

For Jesus, living in fidelity to the love
of God was worth his life. Being faithful
to the kingdom was worth suffering for.
It was even worth dying for.

This year my commemoration of
Holy Week will center on this sort of re-
flection. Because of his absolute faith-
fulness to God, even death was not able
to hold Jesus. Instead, God raised him
from the dead. And in the Risen Christ

Jwe are all able to enter into the love of

God that is eternal life. 'I'hepointof
Holy Week is, finally, not the
TheponnofHolyWeekxsnotthe

death. The point-of Holy Week is the |
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Sister Schoclles -is pm:dm: of St.
Bernard’s Institute, Rochester.

Pre-need Counseling |
Available.
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" Funeral Home
Since 1897

181 N. Main Street - Geneva

315-780-2224

MEMBER 8Y INVITATION.
NATIONAL SELECTED MORTIGIARS

Expert Automotive
epairs

Michael R. Yackiw

1270 Norton Street

Announcements

Electriclans

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop-
tion advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies

_wishing to be inciuded on this -

list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.

Miscellaneous

DANCE MUSIC from the Big
Band Era. Featuring Bob Ames
_ & Co. 716-392-9716.

Help Wanted

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
$500/$900 weekly pctential.
Process mortgage refunds in
yourarea Part- or full-time. Call
1-216-233-4204, ext 115. (24
hrs.)

ST. AGNES SCHOOL is accept-
ing applications for the paosition
of Principal. Qualifications: prac-
ticing Roman Catholic; Master's
degree + 5 yrs. min. teaching
exp.; computer literacy in Mac &
DOS formats, educational pro-
grams & on-ine services. Re-
sumes &references may be sent
to Fr. J. Michael Gaffney, Pastor,
St. Agnes Parish, 6 Hillcrest
Ave., Lake Placid, NY 12946 by
May 1, 1996.

CAMP DIRECTOR: Full-time,
summer position directing a
not-for-profit family camp. 5
days a week with weekend ac-
cessibility. Room, board and
competitive salary. Candidate
must be matdre, organized and
relate well with people. Knowl-
edge of campirigiand prior ag-
ministrative, “supervisory and
‘budgeting- expetierice helpfil.
Reports to the Board Chairper-
son. Send resume, letter of ap-
plication and three references
by 3/27/96 to: Search Commit-
tee, 52 Robert Quigley Dr.,

Scottsville, NY 14546 E O.E.

NANNY MON-FRI 8 hours“[day
in our Webster/Penfield area
home. 2 children. Call
315-524-4543 eves.

RETAIL: FULL OR PARTTIME
immediate openings in special-
ty- retail mall locations. Cail
716-223-7013.

TELEPHONE SOLICITOR AM
or PM. Wil train. Phone for na-
tional Catholic magazine locally
from home. You eam $7.50 on
each paid sale. Average 3 sales
an hour. Protected territory, gen-
erous production bonus, great
repeat business. Call Mr. Luba.
1-800-782-0848.

TRIBUNAL CASE INSTRUC-
TOR The Roman Catholic Dio-
cese seeks a qualified profes-
sional to provide assistance. in
the acceptance, preparation and

instruction of annulment cases .

being processed by the Dioce-
san Tribunal. Qualified candi-
. dates must have a Bachelor of
“Arts “degree or equivalent pre-
ferred in related field, and two to
three years relevant interviewing
experience. Resumes to Mary
Kesster, Human Resources, Dio-
cese ofRochester, 1150 Buffalo
Road, Rochester, New York
14624, by April 15, 1995. EOE.

Apartments
Unfurnished

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER.
Convienent Downtown Location,

. Appllance Repair

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR|
724 Winton Rd. N.
7164826111

Ceiling Repair

Top cash 'f?x ouv;oodﬁn Ne NOLAN
i, chcics, gas and e ELECTRIC
sterding, crocks, quilts, eic. One FOR ALL YOUR ELECTIRCAL NEEDS
item or compicte Fulyfoonaed & neured
107 ROUGE ROAD
334-6350
Financial Services 865-4170

APPROVED AUTO LOANS
Bad crediVno credit, no prob-
lem, no hassle. Call

Wood Finishing and Gutters
Aluminum Doors and Windows

| Est, 1952 (716) 3810812

663-7360

—
Plumibing .
—

Moving & Hauling

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-

INGS 9’ x 12’ ceiling only $59.

Water Damage, drywall, plas-

ter repairs. Expert painting and

wallpapering. Quality work;

reasonable prices.
. 716-892-5076.

1-800-541-2212.
Heating & KD
Alr Conditioning and S%t“om%
AR Exmll? in office
' | Hicks Home Heating hodsehold movin
Call us for all your heating needs Bi " m:]deg;m Al
Heating g Air Conditioning ig or mlﬂé o: Them Roofing Siding
Sa!ulygmefvfe;&mulht‘l:on — & Gutters
Famil ed & Operate Painting - -
4244848 & Wallcovering BOWMAN
Home Improvement Establickad 1912 w‘
- GUTTER CLEANING All size + Roof Repairs - Siling 1..,.
VINVL . WINDOWS IN- homes. Reasonable. Call Bilr | - Replacement Windows  JUeg®
STALLED $200. Before you  Knapp 716-342-2021. : m‘“‘ Gutters -
buy expensive windows, call
716-436-4741. SAVE $100 per
exporience. FREE Lo 125 Ar
experience E A SPECIALIZING IN
gon glass until 4-15-96. . “REPAIRS OF OLDER
HOMES
_ H,mq;o’nd{;wm’im painting, garages,
DeCan Home Care w"““’w,l,"’m -
Kitchen & Bath, Power waterproofed. Homes power washed,
Washing, Basements, Pamily gutter m mh‘;,m sealing,
016 266127 | | "R
(71 ) ) 127 . 323.2876 + 392-4435
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