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COILUMNISTS

Politics in church ‘debases’ liturgy

Two days before the March 5th
Georgia primary, Republican presiden-
tial candidate Patrick J. Buchanan
preached at Sunday services at North-
side Independent Methodist Church, a
conservative evangelical congregation
in a suburb north of Atlanta. Accord-
ing to the report in The New York Times,
the assembled worshipers greeted Mr.
Buchanan’s “sermon” (the word used
by the Times) with nods and “Amens.”

Of the 15 people interviewed after
the service, 13 said they would vote for
Buchanan in Tuesday’s primary elec-
tion, and the other two said they were
undecided but were still considering
him. (Patrick Buchanan later came in
second in the Georgia primary, about
five percentage points behind Senator
Robert Dole.)

One parishioner, an 83-year-old
woman, was not at all happy about the
morning’s service. She left midway
through it and wept when asked about
Buchanan.

“We think that we don’t like politics
in church,” she said, but then “they
canceled our Communion service to

let a politician speak in church. You

can't pray in school, so how can you
have politics in church?”

Her remarkably trenchant observa-
tion points up a strange paradox in to-
day’s religio-political situation. At the
very same time that religiously conser-
vative Americans are diligently trying
to get prayer back in the public
schools, some of them are pushing
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prayer out of their own churches — at
least at election time — in order to prc-
vide ideologically congenial politicians
with a friendly campaign forum.

What seems to be a growing practice
in these conservative churches has
been common for many years in
African-American churches, where lib-
eral politicians were (and still are) not
only invited to speak from the pulpit
during Sunday services but where col-

lections have even been taken up in .

support of their campaigns. Those

who have had no problem with the

- practice in politically liberal black

churches have no tenable basis for
challenging the more recent develop-
ment in politically conservative funda-
mentalist, evangelical, and Pentecostal
churches.

Consistency requires that one either
approves the practice in both' church-
es, or disapproves of it in both church-
es. It cannot be acceptable (or unac-

ceptable) in one, but not the other.
This week’s column stands with those
who disapprove of the practice across
the political and religious spectra.

To say that the church has a role to
play in the political order means that it
has a right and duty to speak out on
political issues that have a significant
moral content, but without becoming
directly involved in partisan politics as
one political force, movement, or party
among many.

This is essentially the position taken
by the Second Vatican Council’s “Pas-
toral Constitution on the Church in
the Modern World” (n. 76) and fol-
lowed by the U.S. Catholic bishops in
their pastoral letters, their quadrennial
statements on issues facing the nation
prior to each presidential election cam-
paign, and their official appearances
before congressional committees to
comment on pending legislation.

But the bishops also have an explicit
policy against allowing the pulpit to be
used by politicians for political pur-
poses and against permitting the
parish to become a distribution center
for campaign literature, including
comparative voting records — even if
the central issue in question were
abortion.

When a church replaces an integral
element of its Sunday worship service
with a partisan political component, it
debases the liturgy and compromises
its capacity for disinterested (and,
therefore, credible) moral witness on a

broad range of issues of public con-
cern.

It also makes the efforts of such
churches to impose prayer (usually
Christian) on public school students
and teachers seem even more danger-
ous — dangerous not only to the body
politic and its First Amendment guar-
antees but also to the freedom and in-
dependence of the church itself. If the
line of separation between religion
and politics were completely erased so
that we had prayer in public schools
and politics in private churches, that
may seem at first glance to be a boon
to the church because of the wider ac-
cess it would have to the political
process and to society at large.

But that ignores that fact that such
access would be reciprocal. If the line
or “wall,” if you prefer, were erased or
taken down, the State would have as
much opportunity to interfere in, or to
manipulate, the business of the church
as the church would have to say its
prayers, make its proclamations, and
erect its many symbols in “the public
square.”

The woman in north Atlanta was
wiser even than her 83 years when she
recognized and wept over the paradox:
“You can't pray in school, so how can
you have politics in church?”

How, indeed? Unless, of course, you
throw consistency and good sense out
the window.

Father McBrien s a professor of theolo-
&y at the University of Notre Dame.

Announcements

Help Wanted

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop-
tion advertising. To obtain a list
of agencies that serve birth
mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier. .

Help Wanted

CAMP DIRECTOR: Fuli-time,
summer position directing a
not-for-profit family camp. 5
days a week with weekend ac-
cessibility. Room, board and
competitive salary. Candidate
must be mature, organized
and relate well with people.
Knowledge of camping and
prior administrative, supervi-
sory and budgeting experi-
ence helpful. Reports to the
Board Chairperson. Send re-
sume, letter of application and
three references by 3/27/96
to: Search Committee, 52
Robert Quigley . Dr.,
Scottsville, NY 14546. E.O.E.

RETAIL: FULL OR PART TIME
immediate openings in special-
ty retail mall locations. Call
716-223-7013.

TELEPHONE SOLICITOR
AM or PM. Wil train. Phone for
national Catholic magazine lo-
cally from home. You earn
$7.50 on each paid sale. Aver-
age 3 sales an hour. Protected
territory, generous production
bonus, great repeat business.
Call Mr. Luba.
1-800-782-0848.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester ,
is reorganizing its Finance function and is seek-
ing an experienced professional to report to the
The Controller will: _

o direct day-to-day financial affairs (including gener
al ledger, A/R, A/P and Payroll) and prepare
interim and final financial statements for dioce-
san operations and the Monroe County Catholic
Schools .

- develop financial policies and procedures

« ensure compliance with statutory and regulatory
requirements )

« manage the analysis of parish financial opera-
tions including the Internal Audit program for
parishes and schools

Two Assistant Controllers and the Internal Auditor
will report to this position.

A minimum of 5-7 years of relevant experience is
required, preferably in a not-for-profit organization.
CPA preferred, Masters in Accounting or equivalent
education and experience considered. Demonstrated
supervisory experience and technical skills with on-
line ledger systems a must. Also required is active
membership in a Roman Catholic faith community.
Competitive compensation package including excellent
benefits and an exceptional work environment
Resumes by April 8, 1996 to:

1150 Buffalo Road
Rochester, NY 14624

E.O.E

Wanted to Buy - - Heating & Painting
Ailr Conditioning & Wallcovering
' g I ’ il
Top cash paidf?)roldwoodmr- Hicks Home Heating GUTTER CLEANING Al sizo
niture, clocks, glass and china, Call us for all your heating needs a‘,"m”'7f‘m Call 8il
stering, crocks, quils, etc. One Heating & Air Conditioning app :
or compiete houschol Specialists : A
‘We make house calls - Sales - Service - Installation ngpm Amm%l:n
Family Owned & Operated HOMES
4244848 Ingerior/extetior painting, garages,
: : glazing, porches, etc.
Home Improvement Basement walls repaired and
waterp d,m Homes power washed,
VINYL WINDOWS IN- gutter cleaning, driveway sealing,
Apartments STALLED $200. Before you small jobs welcome.
Unfurnished buy expensive windows, call Seaior discount. Free Estimates.
716-436-4741. SAVE $100 per AL MEYVIS,
window. Guaranteed. 35 years 323.2876 - 392-4435
MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS experience. FREE Low “E” Ar-
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER. gon glass until 4-15-96. .. . Plumbing ..
" Shucio S350 G Becroom $360° Masonry ‘ —
It onnbe , CASSIDY Puumbing and Heaing
W B . H 'nm’ “4
475 East St 545-3650 AMERICAN ;WW
MASONRY & CHMNEY « Serilor Citizen Discount
SERVI CHIMNEY 11 Comfort St
SER i SERVICE Rochester, NY  232-2000
ALL MASONITY WORK =

Ceillng Repair

‘ 865-4170 663-7360 — '
;r'}-:é'srgpe%sm?mo; <_:E|g- * Roofing Siding -
Water D;mag:,e ':ml,y;gsl Moving & Hauling & Gutters
ter Jepairsi. Expeg p?iltr;’ting an'? TD BOWMAN
wallpapering. Qual work; -] i 3\
Resssors. Mo and Siorage Tnc. | | aporme s sMG CO.

Experience in office, Mkm%w . &
Electricians and deliveries — : RepacementWindows KRS
VETies + Qormilads
Big or Small, We Do Them - Guiter Cleaning
“Mcloe aniss | |67T19Z70  611-2912
NOLAN : —————
Ne ELECTRIC| Look to the Courier )
FOR ALL YOUR ELECTIRCAL NEEDS classifieds for all your home
P07 ROUGE HOAD improvement needs
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