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Since February 1995, a group of dioce-
san Catholics whose ages range from 25
to 40 have been meeting regularly to dis-
cuss issues related to both their life in the
church and outside of it.

Originally called Young Catholic Lead-
ers, the group has changed its name to
The Catholic Leadership Forum. It has
drawn anywhere from 25 to 100 people
to its events over the last year, according
to Mary Consler, diocesan director of
major gifts, and a member of the forum’s
planning committee.

“Our focus is to foster communication
with these people,” Consler said, “(and)
not necessarily just on Catholic topics.”

The forum has held discussion work-
shops at St. Mary’s Parish in downtown
Rochester and at Our Lady Queen of

Peace in Brighton, she said. Topics have
included spirituality, service, Catholic
schools, and the diocesan Synod, ac-
cording to information from Consler’s
office.

Consler added that the forum is de-
signed to get Catholic adults interested in
the church as early as possible because
their faith communities — at both the
parish level and the diocesan level —
need their input. Young adults bring en-
ergy and enthusiasm to the church, she
commented.

“They probably have a whole lot of ob-
jective opinions to offer,” Consler said.
“They’re still open to learning and shar-
ing.” .
Parishes need young adults to teach re-
ligious education, perform social min-
istry work and guide fihancial planning,
Consler noted. The diocese also needs
young adults to volinteer through such
agencies as Catholic Charities, or to work
on diocesan development, she added.

While young adults are needed to help
the church complete its mission, the
church can also offer young adults knowl-
edge and teaching that they can use in
their own lives, Consler continued. To
that end, The Catholic Leadership Fo-
rum has instituted “The Last Friday Se-
ries,” which will offer lunch-time speak-
ers and discussions of contemporary is-
sues, she said.

Bishop Matthew H. Clark will kick off
the series on Friday, March 29, at the
University Club, 26 Broadway, in
Rochester, with a speech on nurturing
spirituality in the work environment. An

Bishop Matthew M. Clark will kick off “The Last Friday Series” Mareh 29 at the University Club In Roehuur,THa luneheons

will offer discussions of contemporary issues. Future speakers will include John Carr, director of Social

World Peace at the United States Catholic Conference in Washington, and Father Frederick Betti, SJ, chairmari of the mll-

gious studies department at McQuaid Jesuit High School.

informational flyer notes that the bishop
will talk about “responding to the needs
of the spirit while we attend to the needs
of the work place.”

The luncheors will run from 11:45 a.m.
to 1 p.m., and is designed to not interfere
with the average workday, Consler said.
The cost is §10 per person, and reserva-
tion information is available by
Nancy Nash at 3283210, ext. 278.

Subsequent luncheons are scheduled
for April and May. On April 26, John
Carr, director of Social Development and
World Peace at the United States
Catholic . Conference in Washington,
D.C., will speak on “why the church
should be involved in the public policy
arena.”

On May 31, Father Frederick G. Betti,
SJ, chairman of the religious studies de-
partment at Rochester’s McQuaid Jesuit
High School, will speak on “understand-
ing moral issues for today’s youth.”

All three luncheons are slated for the
University Club, and Consler said that
one more will probably take place the last
Friday in June.

The forum’s planning committee has
sent out letters about “The Last Friday
Series” to 370 people, Consler said,
adding that she hopes forum members
will reach out even to young adult
Catholics who no longer attend church.

“We wamt to make sure they’re in-
volved carlier so that we don’t miss them
later,” she said of young adults. .

Consler acknowledged that The
Catholic Leadership Foram is rooted pri-
marily in the Rochester arvea. Biit she ex-
pressed hope that this idea of offering
young adults a connection with their
church will spread throughout the dio-
cese.

She added that the forum may consid-
er some type of fund-raising activity.

To learn more about The Catholic
Leadership Forum, call Consler at
716/328-3210.

o> e 0

Readers with ideas for topics in the Young
Adults. page should contact Rob Cullivan or
Mike Latona at 716/328-4340, or write
them at the Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo
Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624-1899.
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—Bakeries/Cakes—

SAVOIA PASTRY SHOPPE
(716) 482-1130
Weddiag Cakes, Cookic Trays
and Sweets Table
2267 Clifford Avemze, Rochester, NY 14609

@hresecakes = ®F Smuoothe
: They won'? know it’s cheesecake ‘till you cut it!.  §
—Non-Dairy, Kosher, Pareve Available—

§ 900 Jefferson Rd. + Rochester - (716) 2720080 §

—New Homes—

THE KEY TO YOUR NEW HOME IS...

CAROLYN’S CREW
with Ehire Jezsik, Carolyn Seiffler, & Kimberly Andillo
RE/MAX PORTFOLIO
(716) 7230366 office +  (800). 484-5097 x1669
Each Office Independently Owned,/Operated

—Favors—

Tﬁe Tavor

For that one special occasion you'd want perfection.

ocet 2279 Clifford Ave.

4269 Culver Culver Road + (716) 3231120 |wear cuvey ~ (716) 482-1001

—Video— . -Newspapgrs—
NO-NONSENSE DOCUMENTATION OF N R} RISHRUNUINS

YoOur SpeCiAL Dav... NEWS'BUblNEbS spoms TRAVEL
TOMMANICATIONS MANSON NEWS DISTRIBUTORS
Former Broadeast Documentary Prodiucer” |
VHS VIDEOGRAPHY - (716) 342-8590 (716) 243-3880

Party House and Restaurant
Unique Wedding Packages Available
Accommodations to 250 oy
W Locoted in the rentiated Historic Doud Past, e 1955
898 Buffalo Road + Rochester -(716) 2353775
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