Cara, of
& com-
1 other.
nd long
otes on
hildren.
e to Pe-
d other

~ some
person-

4
{
1

Dl

IR R Ik

S

=

: ’§§]¥3fondenﬁ%fon

j. CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y.

;S

0L PO A Var ETHEHY B JEES

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 1996 PAGE 15

L e AT e e e e -~

Letters Policy

The Catholic Courier wishes
to provide space for readers
throughout the diocese to ex-
press opinions on all sides of the
issues. We welcome original,

signed letters about current is-
sues affecting church life.

Although we cannot publish
every letter we receive, we seek,
insofar 4s possible, to’ prov1de a

. balanced representation of ex-

" pressed opinions and a variety
of reflections on life in the”
chuich, We will' choose letters
for pubhcanon based on likely
reader interest, timeliness and a -
sense of fair play. Our discern-
ing readers may determine whet-
her to agree or dxsagree with the

- the letter writers’ opinions.

‘We reserve the right to edit all
letters-for length as well as legal
concem§ W'th | respect to. errors
in submitted text, we will correct
spelling anly, Afionymous letters

and the use of pseudonyms are

, Rochestelj,NY 14624. Please in- |
{: clude your full narie, phene
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S. Johin Wilkin To the editors: How do you “consult” with all the bish- | and universal magisterium. In this partic-
I'm sure that Father Hart put a great ops who lived these past 2000 years? One | ular matter, i.e., ordaining only men to
Business De ent deal of thought into the article he includ- | way is by simply looking-at what they did!. | the priesthood, we have had almost 2000
usiness Departm ed in his December 17th parish bulletin | Their actions speak louder than any | years of adherence by the body of the
Circulation Manager in which he disagreed with Cardinal words. Their actions follow their convic- faithful. The faithful's wholehearted ad-
Jeanne A. Morin Ratzinger’s response that the Church’s | tions. They ordained only men; they re- | herence to an infallibly taught doctrine is
teaching, namely, that it has no authority | fused to allow women to be ordained. | what we hope to find — that’s why they're
Office Manager to ordain women, is infallible. Neverthe- | That 2000 year old practice in itself is a | called “faithful.” But that doesn’t mean
Mary DiPonzio less, I think it is Father Hart who was in | loud and clear statement about what they | that the lack of their wholehearted ad-
- e errot, not Cardinal Ratzinger. taught definitively in their particular | herence shows the teaching is not infalli-
. Administrative Assistant Cardinal Ratzinger stated that the | churches. ble — that’s why they become heretics.
Lenna Hurley church has no authority to ordain - Father Hart also stated that for the Our Catholic people, Father Hart and
; : won;;n, “not because the Pope had de- | Church to recognize something as being | myself included, are not to be the de-
Advertising ey clared it so in a solemn act of teaching, | infallibly taught by the bishops there | ciders of what is to be accepted as infalli-
~ - fD‘epa'l‘-tment but because the dispersed bishops had should be a constant and universal con- | bly true; we are to be believers. We are
Advertising Director = " alréady done so by wachd:g it defini- | sensus of Catholic theologians that a par- | not the teachers; we are the taught. Pope
Ray Frey - tively in the diocese.” Father Hart chal- | ticular teaching has been and is taught | Paul VI in his encyclical Mysterium Eccle-
. lenges the Cardinal’s statement because | everywhere definitively. I think an argu- | sige said it clearly: “No matter how much
Sales Representatives he’s convinced that all the bishops had | ment can be made that there has been a | the sacred magisterium avails itself of the
Tom ’DeRoller not been consulted about what they | constant and universal consensus among | contemplation, life, and study of the
Ron Granston teach definitively in their partncular theologians that only men can be or- | faithful, its office (the magisterium) is
churches. dained to the priesthood. That consen- | not reduced merely to ratifying the as-
. When Cardinal Ratzinger spoke of the sus is found in the theologians’ centuries- | sent already expressed by the latter (the
Production Department “dispersed bishops ... teaching it defini- | long, silent acceptance of this practice. | faithful). Indeed, in the interpretation
Graphic Designers tively in their dioceses,” I think he had | Their silence implies consent. and explanation of the written or trans-
Kim Parks more than our present day bishops in Finally, Father Hart states that the | mitted word of God, the maglstcnumcan
mind. I believe he was looking at the | body of the faithful must wholeheartedly | anticipate or demand their assent.”
' Amy Sundstrom whole 2000 year practice of bishops, be- | adhere to a teaching before it is recog- Rev. William J. Cosgrove

St. Dominic Church

‘Group provides education
in memory of DWI victims

To the editors:

I never met Carrie O’'Meara, a 19-
year-old woman who was killed when a
driver drove his truck head-on into her

" car. It happened on March 4, in Char-

lotte. As a member of the Wayne Coun-
ty MADD Community Action Team I
feel I must speak out at the injustice of
the situation. The driver Mr. Brian Con-

_gelosi was-charged with DWI for .the

fourth time. How could this man have

- been able to operate a motor vehicle?

Why wasn’t he in jail for his previous
crimes. Yes, driving while intoxicated is
a crime. Why did he survive and Carrie
have to die? She will never be able to en-
joy a warm- -sunny summer ’day again.

w
Latin classes Pay off, student notes

To tlLedltors

Last week’s Couner(March 7 issue) had
ashortletter titled “Where Will It End?” by
Jarnes-Myers. It,em,ieéwnhﬂxe quotation-
“O Tempes, OMmas."ﬂle quotauomst'rom

raddress--40 |- -

Carrie will rhiss out on her graduation

.from college, and her wedding day.

Part of the mission of MADD is to ed-
ucate the public about the dangers of
drinking and driving. We hope to pre-
vent another tragedy like the one that
killed Carrie. We offer victim assistance
for the friends and families of the sur-

. viving victims. All our efforts are in

memory of the victims like Carrie. We
want to stop the people like. Mr. Con-
gelosi who choose to drink and drive.
Please stop and take a moment to say a
prayer for Carrie, may shc rest in

peace.
Timothy Bilak
Walworth

I think the times: then were lamentable
even as the present times are.

Latin was a favorite study in my high
school and some of it stayed with me for
60 years

..~ LouisK Aman
HollywnodBlvd.,Webster

Don’t assume

To the editors:

I have never met Father Emo. I
am, however, disturbed by the as-
sumption of his guilt after he plead-
ed innocent. I am sad that priests
who should be supporting him have
implied that he has committed the
acts he has been accused of.

T have worked in the nursing field
and I have a credibility problem with
the testimony of a physically and pos-
sibly mentally handicapped person.

I also know (some mothers will
hate me for this) children can often
stretch the truth a little, because
they enjoy the attention they get.

And when people say something
happened 20 or 30 years ago, I do
not believe anyone can remember
things accurately after all that time.

L.would liketo remind you that Je-
sus was judged on false evidence.
He was crucified because of it. I feel
that at least some of our priests are
being crucified in the same way. '

_1know I am in the minority, but1
will not believe Father Emo guilty un-
less he tells me so, himself. And thicr,

fherepenwd,hewouldbeforg_ifen.

lillunAdams ]
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