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tie experiet^es & 
Last week I wrote about a group first 

known as the Young Catholic Leaders (now 
called The Catholic Leadership Forum). I 
Cppched upon the origins of the group, 
some of the qualities I have noted in them 
and two of the activities in which they have 
become engaged. 

Writing that piece got me thinking more 
about the healthy spiritual thirst these 
young adults manifest and their gift for 
posing critical questions to the likes of me 
when they have concerns about aspect! of 
die church's teaching or pastoral direction. 

I find conversation with them to be very 
stimulating because, as I have indicated to 
you, such interchange forces me to.look at 
old questions in fresh ways and allows'me 
to see possibilities I would otherwise have 
missed. But I want to add that I welcome 
that kind of conversation for more than 
just personal reasons. I welcome it because 
I judge diat kind of respectful dialogue to 
be essential to the good health of the 
church. 

When people with questions about dieir 
faith or their life, or the relationship be­
tween die two, feel free to raise their ques­
tions in die community, at least two very 
good diings happen. 

First, the questioners are helped to locate 
dieir concerns in die context of our faith 
tradition, which is often more understand­
ing and inclusive of dieir views dian they 
imagined it to be. 

Second, their willingness to bring their 

along 
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questions to "die community in that" way 
strengthens a tradition, which, at its best, is 
a living one diat can be. deepened by con­
tributions of each generation. ,'. ,_ 

If you would like some examples of the 
kinds of issues they raise, I would mention 
die following: 1) die relationship between 
conscience and the teaching authority of 
die church; 2) die essentials of our faith; 3) 
die disposition of die church reladve to die 
ordination of women and married people; 
4) die importance of community, celebra­
tion and preaching in dieir lives; and 5) 
some issues of sexuality such as family 
planning,, and respect for and inclusion of 
gay and lesbian people in die church. 

It's important to add here diat die kind of 
discourse described above is unsettling for 
some members of our community. In their 
view it can suggest diat die content of our 
faith or the principles by which we make 
our moral decisions are determined more 
by popular vote tiian by dieir rootedness in 
God's revelation to us in Christ. In odier in-

stances, dieir concern is diat we continue 
£H>1^0ie such matters after iEey^vjs?beeh~ 
settled, and in a way diat places;.«s in op­
position to die express wishes "of die Holy 
Father. "]' ' ''>';_
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Qne of the lessons for us in this kind of 

discourse may be diat die members of each 
generation need to appropriate and ex­
press their faith according, to their experi­
ences and die best lights God gives diem. It 
may be messy at times; but messiness, ir 
seems to me, is a small price to pay to par­
ticipate in a tradition diat is truly alive. 

I try to assure people so concerned diat 
neither element is part of my design or in­
tention. Nor have I ever diought them tohe 
behind the questioning and probing pf die 
people to whom I have referred above. 
Rather, I judge die common quest to be to 
let die light of faidi shine oh our experi­
ence of life and to let our experience of life 
expand and deepen our understanding of 
our faidi. 

That dialogue between faidi and life has 
always been a part of the church's unfold­
ing story, aldiough die vigor and consisten­
cy of the dialogue have varied in different 
generations. Folks of my age remember die 
'50s when the conversation was quite sub­
dued, almost nonexistent at die popular 
level. And we remember die '60s when it 
was vigorous and exciting. Now we are in 
anotiier decade and the exchange is of yet 
anodier character. 

Peace to all. 
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SUPER SPECIAL escorted by 

Prof. Paul Morris 
of Nazareth College 

Always a sellout! 
Call for information 

(716) 381-3600 
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Pre-need Counseling 
Available. 

FuneralHome 
Since 1897 

181 N. Main Street -Geneva 

315-789-2224 
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Expert Automotive 
Repairs 

General Repairs • GM Specialist 
Fuel Injection • Hectical Systems 
Exhaust • Brakes • Carburetion 

• Tune-up • Shocks • Struts 
N.Y. State Inspection 

S2-4565 

44 Richmond St. • Rochester • 14607 

Michael R. Yackiw 
FuneralHome 

1270 Norton Street 
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"Finally!! 
"The music you've been asking for is here" 
"All new recording...over 50 minutes of beautiful music... 
...exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Wells..." 

Here I Am. Lord Be Not Afraid 

On Eagle's Wings 
Prayer of St. Francis Hosea 

And Many More!!! Not Sold In Stores 

Mail check or money order with the form below: 
Make Check payable to: 

Golden Lyre Records 
PO Box 1100 
West Acton, MA 01720 

Qty. 

Compact Disc 
Cassette Tape 

Shipping/Handling 
Total Enclosed 

Price Total 

$15.95 
$12.95 

$2.95 

Please Print 
Name 

Address 

City 

100% 30-day money back guarantee 
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Share a Great 
Compassion 

We seek women who are growing in their love of 
God, and desire to join a community with a strong 
spiritual, apostolic and community life. 

Living our vows and par­
ticipating in the life of 
the Church by prayer 
and sacraments, gives us 
the ability to serve God 
in this apostolate. 
We nurse incurable can-

"Even though 
I was very 
•happy, I fell 
that God was 
calling me to a 
different life. 

Sr. Brigid 
Native of Chicago, Illinois 
Prior Experience: 
Medical Technologist 

on community, 
prayer, sacri­
fice, obedience 
to the Holy 
father, a uni­
fied apostolate 

based on radical trust in Cod and loving 
care of His beloved children, and the visi­
ble witness of a religious habit, drew my 
mind and heart to the Hawthorne 
Dominicans. In God's Will is our peace-, 
1 wish no other life than the one God has 
offered me in the precious gift of my 
vocation.' 

cer patients in our seven free, modern nyrsing homes, 
located in Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
Massachusetts, and Minnesota. 

Many who enter our community have no prior nurs­
ing experience, but we all share a great compassion for 
the suffering poor and delight at being able to help 
them. 
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MORE 

INFORMATION! 
Sr. Marie Edward 

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne 
600 Linda Avenue 

Hawthorne, N? ld$32 
g. | |Y (9*4)769-4794 

PLEASE SEND ME MORE INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR CONGREGATION 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

C I T Y , . - . 

PHONti 1 

• :•. >;•; . ; . > STATE flPr-.. ., 

• : - . • ' . • 

V~-v-.fi'

