CATHOUC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER. MY

Pope calls for renewed
CathoUc, Jewish efforts
- J J V J ^ C & # C I T Y - T h e recent *etfori^r attacks in Israel make it Tutal
. ipi* Catholics and Jews to renew their*
..^Uunilntent Krprayer, toijuitualjunj
-jier$^nduig and to peace ui the Ttfl$
r die J&st/Tbpe John Paul H m$ dur^pjj ^mmAa U meeting wth an inWrn^oiM ^legation froin the Jeyr-'t
ishol5^JzarionBrn^4B'rith',
W*
S TTfe^igripcance ofyourivisjt lies \
fim the}feetthat it is an opportunity
\ & r usuall to recommit Ourselves to
$&fawk£HarU neededtoJbtnld iveti*.

:),ppjps*»&

t -v
-v"%
* fJ'omirfy'J^JBaen.prjesjdentofB'iiai*
t $'jcijh Inlernatiohal said h » was the,
• .w^yBope^haPaul aftettfour sui-i
^c|d%bombing attaeksjin:Jerusalem
jar$THA4v|n Iafe Fejbruar(raijd*a&%
If March Med 5? people. ^~
»* minimi

i

milium

i i

I

~Xt^'&hBKvto§apfa
til
A
as prayer day for InsliH
^ A S O T & f o r ^ *eTigious|»a.
,«fe-pi *he United State;* echoedxa%
rronr ^orthern Irelandtoset aside a"
Sday pjf prayer for peace in tbatcouife^
i 1Bppu»n|[iap^y^jiM^h^
Americans w|lj be o^ering spiritual
f £ ^ % ^ | ^ r i t o the
WmorA
ity of p«ww^ % Northern, Ireland
yfierye&p);$& ^etfireeifixatt violence
andtojb&kla te8tuig^ndjustpeac&''
"Ttjie fcifle|»"a^a/M ipfcoguKm
- i i % Americans Jo ojEffr sp^fel
., prayers on thislday.foran-end to yip-^
fence/^^pl^Fess^p)watdpeace! in
^ r f t l ^ l r e l a n d / ^ *-»,» ». , „
;Jrish religious leaderssealle4for-a,
^ f th£ E O & l ^ r j a ^
of ^3e^ndvan4if!e|;ho|ist. cpngrega-^
^^»«ls^stedpipplfirto pray^fat
all whe? have, great resppmJbihties mi
"seeiangapohticalsetflement;WJIITK .
£tti&di>y tffespuit of-God*
^ *.

THURSDAY MARCH 14.1996 PAGE 5

WORLD & NATION
Kevorkian acquitted; suicides legal
PONTIAC, Mich. (CNS) - The Michigan Catholic Conference urged a "tough
new law" against assisted suicide after a
jury acquitted Dr. Jack Kevorkian March
8 of two charges of assisting at suicide.
Cardinal Adam Maida of Detroit said
that "assisted suicide violates die common principles of a civilized society."
He called the verdict "a continuation
of die struggle for die minds and hearts
of the people of die state of Michigan."
"We have our work cut out for us," he
said.
Kevorkian, a retired pathologist who
has acknowledged assisting in 27 suicides
since 1990, was on trial for die 1993
deaths of Merian Frederick, 72, and Dr.
Ali Khalili, 61.
Roth committed suicide in Kevorkian's
apartment, using equipment he provided
to poison themselves with carbon
monoxide.
The acquittal was Kevorkian's second
— he was found not guilty in another case
in 1994 — but he still feces trial diis
spring for assisting in die deaths of two
women in 1991.
Dr. Thomas Reardon, chairman of die
American Medical Association's Task
Force on Quality Care at the End of Life,
said die acquittal was "a serious blow to
quality, compassionate patient care. It
sends a message that die dignity and value of human Ufe at its end stages is irrelevant."
The Kevorkian verdict came just two
days after die 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in San Francisco issued a firstever federal appellate ruling Uiat physician-assisted suicide is a constitutional
right for die terminally ill.
The court's 8-3 decision invalidating a
Washington state law against assisted suicide drew sharp criticisms from many religious, medical, legal and pro-life leaders.
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Dr. Jack Kevorkian (right) and his
lawyers respond to reporters' questions in an Oakland County, Mich.,
courtroom, March 8. Kevorkian was
acquitted of charges involving two assisted suicides.
It was the first time in the United
States that a federal appeals court has asserted a "constitutionally protected liberty interest in determining the time and
manner of one's own death."
"This ruling paves and broadens die
road to a complete culture of deadi," said
Cardinal Bernard F. Law of Boston,
chairman of the U.S. bishops' Committee
for Pro-Life Activities.
"This is fundamentally incompatible
with the physician's role as healer and
caregiver," Reardon observed.
Despite the court ruling, it remains
"unethical for a physician to intentionally
cause die death of a patient," he added.
Mark Chopko, general counsel of the
National Conference of Catholic, Bishops, said the new decision "expands die
law in new and dangerous ways.'*
"Our law and culture have always out-

lawed murder and, for diat reason, have
oudawed assisting anodier in suicide," he
said. "We need not wonder if diere is a
'slippery slope' in the law. We are on it."
Chopko urged die Supreme Court to
reverse die decision as soon as possibleBurke Balch, director of medical ediics
for the National Right to Life Committee, said the Michigan jury and San Francisco judges have made second-class citizens of "coundess people widi disabilities."
He urged new laws that "would allow
relatives of potential suicide victims to
get injunctions against people like
Kevorkian."
Kevorkian was tried under a temporary state law, which expired in November 1994, diat set penalties of up to five
years in prison and a $10,000 fine for assisting in a suicide.
The Michigan Legislature passed that
measure in 1992, specifically to stop die
. kinds of assisted suicides Kevorkian was
involved in, after a court ruling diat die
state had no law prohibiting assisted suicide. When die temporary law expired,
die House and Senate could not agree on
permanent legislation.
The decision to try Kevorkian for two
1991 deadis was the result of a Michigan N
Court of Appeals ruling in 1994 ordering
murder charges reinstated in tiiose cases.
Paul A. Long, public policy vice president of the Michigan Catholic Conference, an agency of die Michigan bishops,
said die conference "regrets diat the jury
has chosen to ignore the facts in this case.
The law is very clear on the illegality of assisting someone in killing themselves.
"We urge die Michigan Legislature to
^continue to protect diose who are most
vulnerable at die last* stages of life by
passing a tough hew law that will end this
heinous practice once and for all," he
said.

Lenten Dining Guide
Imported Specialties • Seafood and Smoked Fish
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PJTTSFORD FISH MARKET
510 Monroe Avenue (near Goodman)

LENTEN
SPECIALS

SPECIALTY
SAUSAGES
&
EUROPEAN
STYLE
COLD CUTS
Hot Fish to Go
Nidc Vasalos

FORALLYOUR
SEAFOOD
NEEDS DURING
LENT
OPEN 7 DAYS » 271-1780

DAILY
SPECIALS
ON OUR
FRESH &
SMOKED
Fresh Fish
Live Lobster
Frozen Seafood

TONY ROMA'S4
FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY!
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Fresh broiled or
fried fish lunches
and dinners served
every day!

Beer Battered Haddock $8,99
Halibut with Smoked Red Pepper Salsa $11.99
Grilled Tuna Steak with Dill Sauce $11.99

We're not just for Ribs anymore!
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Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge
430 Spencerport Road
(Corner of Long Pond)

716-247-7690

J U D G E D B E S T R I B S I N AMERICA
E A S T H E N R I E T T A R O A D A T 1-390
OPPOSITE MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

(716) 427-7610

