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Screening Th

Molly McNamara has discovered movie ratings are not tak-

en to heart by everyone. “When I'm babysitting, 11-year-

olds are watching (R-rated) movies that I’m not allowed to ' . i
watch. I say, ‘OK, let’s turn that off!"” remarked Molly, 16, a parish- | Richard Dreyfuss
ioner at St. Thomas More Church in Brighton.

Molly now understands the plight of many parents: What do you let
your children watch? When are they old enough to handle such “adult”
content in movies as foul language, sexual references, nudlty or violence?
Are they ever old enough?

Sometimes, noted Michele Lowry and Bridget Flint, their parents don’t
come to these conclusions until the last possible moment.

“I can remember my mother takmg me to a movie, There was a bad
part, and she covered my eyes,” said Michele, from St. Ann’s Church in
Hormnell.

Bridget, 14, frequently watches rental movies with her parents and two
brothers, ages 18 and 11.

“If a scene comes up that my parents don’t want us to see, they fast-for-
ward it,” said Bridget, from St. Mary’s Church in Rexville.

Molly, Michele and Bridget all fall into an age range directly targeted
by some movie ratings. Just two years ago, Michele and Bridget would
not have qualified for entry into a PG-13 (not recommended for children-
under 13) movie. But by next year, Molly will have the option — age-wise,
at least — of attending an R-rated movie (no one under 17 without an
adult) by herself.

Molly said that she occasionally views an R-rated flick, but only with
prior approval of her parents. Movies with a “a lot of violence and a Iot
of sexual content” tenid to rank low on the list of acceptability, she said.

Ryan Healey, 15, from Greece’s Holy Name of Jesus Church, admits he
gets a littde frustrated because his parents have not yet permitted him to
see R-rated movies.

“I don’t really like it, but I guess I have to go along with it,” he said.

By the same token, Ryan said he enjoyed three movies with G (general
audiences) and PG (parental guidance suggested) ratings at an overnight
“Movie Madness.” The event, held Feb. 22-23 at the Sony Webster The-
atres, drew nearly 500 high school aged youth-group members. They
viewed “Mr. Holland’s Opus” and “Jumanji,” both rated PG; and “Toy
Story,” rated G.

All three features were previewed in full by a committee of youth min-
isters. Pat Donohue, youth minister at Holy Name of Jesus, said that the
committee was formed in re-

The HOIY Rosary at St sponse to complaints v«oice(i after

last year’s “Movie Madness.

’ Some teens, he noted, were un-
PatI'ICk S Cathedral comfortable about the sexual con-
POPE JOI{N PAUL IT tent and language in two films

“Billy Madison” and “The Bra
IN PRAYER WITH THE HOLY FATHER BunZh Movie” — shown at lastdy
A one-of-a-kind video presentation of the recitation of the Holy '
Rosary by His Holiness, Pope John Paul I at the acclaimed St. | year's event.
Patrick's Cathedral, as part of his historic.visit to New York City, Donohue said he not only
! October 4-7, 1995. A treasury of devotion that wnll inspire a tradition thought the your_hs had valid con-
| of prayer for years to come. } - - . .
Approx. Runhing Time: 60 minutes cerns, but that “it was interesting  pjgcesan teens recently viewed “Jumanji,” “Mr. Hollan

$ 1 5 * they were as concerned as the overnight “Movie Madness” lock-in Feb. 22.
plus tax, shipping & handling . .

THE JOURNEY TO AMERICA

POPE JOHN PAUL I’S PILGRIMAGE TO THE U. S.
A video digest of Pope John Paul II's five-day visit to the United
States, October 4-8, 1995 — including his historic address to the
United Nations Generai Assembiy and Mass before more than
300,000 people at New York's Central Park. A special visual docu-
mentary that illuminates the Holy-Father’s journey to America high-
lighting the Church’s teaching on the eve of the New Millennium.
Approx. Running Time: 80 minutes
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- Mail check or money order payable to Catholic Courier with the
Jorm below. Credit card orders, call 716-328-4340.
DESCRIPTION QTY. PRICE TOTAL
The Holy Rosary $15.95
Tt Americ 1595 Thou_sands of pr Yorkers Are
== Shippingftandiing (12 apes 8453 or more $6) - Addicted To This Kind Of Pot.
ubto - .
Sales Tax (NY Residents only) Subtotal x 0.08 Compulsive gambling can be every bit as addictive as drugs.
Total And every bit as destructive. But you can get help.
Call the Compulsive Gamblers Treatment Program.
Name The time to quit gambling is before the stakes get too high.
Address ' The fHealth Association's
City State Zip _ Compulsive Gamblers Treatment Program Ppséa;::;;
. (T16) 423-9490 ¢ (T16) 423-9490 V- TTY @
Telephone : PEPOPE Y 342 EasT A
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