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Cardinal Krol dies at 85; renowned for leadership 
PHILADELPHIA (CNS) - Cardinal 

John J. Krol, the last of the key bishops 
who led the U.S. church through the 
Second Vatican Council, died at his* 
home in Philadelphia March 3. He was 
85. 

In poor health in recent years from di­
abetes and a heart condition, die retired 
Philadelphia archbishop was hospital­
ized in mid-February for lung and kid­
ney problems. At his request he was al­
lowed to return home March 2 when it 
was clear he would not recover, and he 
died early die following morning. 

His funeral was scheduled for noon 
on Friday, March 8, at the Basilica 
Cathedral of Ss. Peter and Paul in 
Philadelphia, with burial to follow in die 
cathedral crypt. 

A bishop since 1953 and a cardinal 
since 1967, Cardinal Krol was archbish­
op of Philadelphia from 1961 until his 
retirement in 1988. 

He was die first vice president (1966-
71) and second president (1971-74) of 
the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and U.S. Catholic Conference, 
die postconciliar national organizations 
of the U.S. hierarchy. In 1965 he headed 
die committee diat reorganized die Na­

tional Catholic Welfare Conference into" 
the NCCB and USCC. 

Cardinal Krol also headed die bish­
ops' committee diat from 1967 to 1971 
conducted a controversial U.S. priest­
hood study, one of die most massive and 
comprehensive studies of priests in his­
tory. 

He was one of die leaders of Vatican 
II as undersecretary of die council. He 
was a member of the central commis­
sion formed after die council to inter­
pret die council and coordinate post­
conciliar commissions. 

A son of Polish immigrants, he played 
important roles in strengthening die 
Polish church under communism and 
bringing Cardinal Karol Wojtyla of 
Krakow to die attention of otiier church 
leaders around die world. In 1978 Car­
dinal Wojtyla was elected Pope John 
Paul II. 

He also was a world leader in getting 
the Holy See to start issuing public fi­
nancial reports and in helping it to 
bring mounting deficits of the 1970s 
and 1980s back under control. 

In the United States he led the 
Catholic bishops in their fight against 
abortion before and after die 1973 
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at a Catholic mission for just $10 a month 

nhis is Conchita. She lives in 
Guatemala in a one-room 
house with a tin roof, a 
dirt floor and no electrici­
ty. Only four years old, 
she must help her 

mother carry water for cooking 
and bathing. She gets very 
tired but finds little comfort on 
her stiff worjden bed with a 
straw mattress. Because her 
father earns only $25 per 
month as.3 day laborer, there is 
no money for playthings, and 
even basic necessities are a 
luxury to her family of six. 

But there is hope! 
You can help one very poor child like 

Conchita through Christian Foundation 
'for Children and Aging (CFCA), a Catholic 
sponsorship program assisting needy children at 
Catholic mission sites around the world. 

For as little as $10 a month, only 33 cents a day, you 
can help a poor child receive nourishing food, medical care 
the chance to go to school and hope for a brighter future. 
You can literally change a life! 

Through CFCA, you can sponsor a 
child with the amount you can afford. 

Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to 
provide a child with the life-chang­
ing benefits of sponsorship. But 
if this is not possible for you, we 
invite you to do what you can. 

CFCA works hand-in-hand 
with dedicated, trusted 
Catholic missionaries and lay 
leaders who know their com­
munities and labor tirelessly to 
improve conditions for needy 

children and their families. Your 
sponsorship dollars help them 

do the work Jesus has called us 
to do. 

When you become a sponsor 
you receive a photo of your child, 

their personal family history, a descrip­
tion of the country where your child lives, 

and the CFCA newsletter. Your new friend 
will write you - and you may write them as often 

as you like. But most of all, you have the satisfaction of 
helping a child in need. 

Please don't miss this opportunity to make a difference. 

— J — 

Catholic 
Child 

Sponsorship 

Yes, I'll help one child at a Catholic mission site: 
• Boy • Girl • Teenager • Boy/Girl in most need 

My monthly pledge is. 
Q$10 Q$15 Q$20 Q$25 • Other $ ._ 

I will contribute: 
Q monthly • quarterly • semi-annually • annually 

Enclosed is my first contribution of $ 

• Bill my first sponsorship payment to my credit card: 

• 3 0 • H Credit Card No. - - -

Exp. Date 

Q I cannot sponsor now, but I enclose my gift of $ 

• Please send me more information about sponsorship 
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Address 

City/State/Zip. 

Phone ( 
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Send to: 
Christian Foundation for 

Children and Aging (CFCA) 
c/o Catholic Courier 

1150 Buffalo Rd. • Rochastar. NY • 14624-1899 
for mom Mb., cat Ray at (716) 328-4340 

Member U S Cathode Mission Association, National Catholic 
Development Conference, Catholic Network of Volunteer Service. 

National Catholic Council for Hispanic Ministry 
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Supreme Court ruling that 
legalized it nationwide. 

His reputation as a conser­
vative church leader gave 
added power to his 1979 tes­
timony in Congress against 
nuclear defenses and his 
leadership in the early 1980s 
against the nuclear arms 
race. 

"History will indeed 
record him as one of die 
most outstanding church 
leaders of the century," said 
Cardinal Anthony J. Bevilac-
qua of Philadelphia, who was 
at Cardinal Krai's side when 
he died. 

One of eight children of 
Anna and John Krol Sr., who 
met and married in Cleve­
land after immigrating from 
Poland, John Joseph Krol 
was born in Cleveland Oct 
26,1910. 

After theology studies at 
St. Mary's Seminary in 
Cleveland he was ordained a 
priest of the Cleveland Dio­
cese Feb. 20, 1937. He 
served briefly in a parish, 

then was sent to Rome for advanced 
studies and received a bachelor's degree 
and licentiate in canon law before World 
War II interrupted his studies. 

Upon finishing his doctorate in 
canon law at The Catholic University of 
America in 1942, he taught at St. Mary's 
Seminary and held several diocesan 
posts in Cleveland, where he was chan­
cellor when he was named an auxiliary 
bishop in 1953. In 1948 he was also 
president of die Canon Law Society of 
America. 

When he was named archbishop of 
Philadelphia in 1961, at die age of 50, 
he was die youngest archbishop in die 
country. 

As a charter member of a special 
Council of Cardinals formed by Pope 
John Paul II in 1981 to advise die Holy 
See on finances, Cardinal Krol led a 
move by top church leaders to establish 
uniform accounting procedures and 
yearly public reports for die church's 
central offices in Rome. 

Shortly before his retirement in 1988 
he announced die formation of die Pa­
pal Foundation, a permanent endow­
ment to help support die Holy See and 
reverse what were dien growing yearly 
deficits. 

As head of die NCCB when die na­
tion's highest court struck down virtual­
ly all restrictions on abortion, he was a 
powerful voice for die unborn. 

A strong supporter of Catholic 
schools, he was a consistent and vocal 
advocate of public aid to parents of non­
public school children, which he regard­
ed as a simple matter of justice. 

Cardinal Krol's deadi leaves die Col­
lege of Cardinals witii 159 members, of 
whom 115 are under the age of 80 and 
eligible to vote in a conclave to elect a 
new pope. 
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