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Nuns murdered in Maine; mentally HI man caught 
By Catholic News Service 

WATERVILLE, Maine - A savage at
tack on a convent Jan. 27 by a man with a 
history of mental illness left two elderly 
nuns dead and two injured. 

Dead were Sister Edna Marie Cardozo, 
68, superior of the Servants of the 
Blessed Sacrament in Waterville, and Sis
ter Marie Jiilien Fortin, 72. 

Sister Mary Anna DiGiacomo, 72, was 
hospitalized in serious condition. Sister 
Patricia Ann Keane, 68, was hospitalized 
in stable condition. 

Five other nuns in the Waterville con
vent were unharmed. The Servants of the 
Blessed Sacrament, whose order was 
founded in France in 1858, are cloistered 
nuns who devote their lives to prayer and 
perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacra
ment. 

Police responding to an emergency 
call by one of the nuns reporting a 
prowler found Mark A. Bechard beating 
Sister Keane with a religious statue in the 
convent chapel. He was arrested without 
resistance. 

In the adjoining convent they found 
three other sisters beaten and stabbed. 

The attack took place about 6 p.m., 

shortly after a Saturday afternoon prayer 
service in die convent chapel. Sister Car
dozo died late that night of massive head 
injuries. Sister Fortin died Sunday morn
ing. 

The nuns' funeral was scheduled for 
Feb. 1 at Notre Dame Church, the largest 
church in Waterville. 

Bishop Donald E. Pelotte of Gallup, 
N.M. — a Waterville native who regularly 
served Mass at the convent as a child and 
knew the sisters well - flew to Waterville 
for the funeral. Influenced deeply by the 
nuns, he entered the priesthood as a 
member of the Blessed Sacrament Fa
thers, the male counterpart to their or
der. 

Maine Public Safety Department 
spokesman Stephen McCausland called 
the attack on die nuns "one of the most 
heinous crimes ever committed in 
Maine." 

"People are in a state of shock," said 
Father James Plourde, pastor of the 
three-parish Waterville Catholic Commu
nity. "They understand that no one is im
mune to this kind of tragedy, but it's dif
ficult to swallow and to accept." 

He said the surviving nuns "are in 
seclusion." 

A hand-lettered sign on the chapel 
door advised visitors, "Chapel closed ex
cept for Mass. Pray for us." 

Bechard, 37, lived at a group home for 
the mentally ill less than a mile from the 
convent. Police Chief John Morris said 
police were not able to establish a motive 
for the attack, but Bechard had a history 
of mental problems. 

Nuns at the convent later said Bechard 
had applied for a job and had been 
turned down. He occasionally worshiped 
at the convent chapel. 

Bishop Joseph J. Gerry of Portland 
asked people to pray for the nuns and for 
Bechard. 

In a statement Jan. 28 he said, "I know 
that all people of good will are shocked 
at the violence" against nuns who "dedi
cated their lives to prayer and to adora
tion of the Lord." 

After asking for prayers for the dead 
and injured nuns he added: "I am also 
moved to ask that we remember and be 
merciful in our judgment of Mark 
Bechard, who stands accused of these ter
rible acts of violence. Whatever may have 
driven him to commit these deeds, God, 
the fattier of mercies, is always ready to 
grant his forgiveness and peace. 

at a Catholic mission for just $10 a month 

D his is Conchita. She lives in 
Guatemala in a one-room 
house with a tin roof, a 
dirt floor and no electrici
ty. Only four years old, 
she must help her 

mother carry water for cooking 
and bathing. She gets very 
tired but finds little comfort on 
her stiff wooden bed with a 
straw mattress. Because her 
father earns only $25 per 
month as a day laborer, there is 
no money for playthings, and 
even basic necessities are a 
luxury to her family of six. 

But then is hope! 
You can help one very poor child like 

Conchita through Christian Foundation 
for Children and Aging (CFCA), a Catholic 
sponsorship program assisting needy .children at 
Catholic mission sites around the world. 

For as little as $10 a month, only 33 cents a day, you 
can help a poor child receive nourishing food, medical care, 
the chance to go to school and hope for a brighter future. 
Vbu can literally change a life! 

Through CFCA, you ran sponsor a 
child with the amount you can afford. 

Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to 
provide a child with the life-chang
ing benefits of sponsorship. But 
if this is not possible for you, we 
invite you to do what you can. 

CFCA works hand-in-hand 
with dedicated, trusted 
Catholic missionaries and lay 
leaders who know their com
munities and labor tirelessly to 
improve conditions for needy 

children and their families. Your 
sponsorship dollars help them 

do the work Jesus has called us 
to do. 

When you become a sponsor 
you receive a photo of your child, 

their personal family history, a descrip
tion of the country where your child lives, 

and the CFCA newsletter. Your new friend 
will write you - and you may write them as often 

as you like. But most of all, you have the satisfaction of 
helping a child in need. 

Please don't miss this opportunity to make a difference. 

Yes, I'll help one child at a Catholic mission site: 
• Boy • Girl • Teenager • Boy/Girl in most need 

My monthly pledge is: 
• $10 Q$15 Q$20 Q$25 • Other $ 

I will contribute: 

• monthly • quarterly • semi-annually • annually 

Enclosed is my first contribution of $ 

Name 
(please print) 

Address 

City/State/Zip. 

Phone ( ). 

Zi Bill my first sponsorship payment to my credit card: 

• 3B3 • 0 credit Card No. - - -

Exp. Date 

• I cannot sponsor now, but I enclose my gift of $ 

• Please send me more information about sponsorship 

FOUNDED AND DIRECTED BY CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE 

CJ 2/96 
Send to: 

Christian Foundation for 
Children and Aging (CFCA) 

c to Ca tho l ic C o u r i e r 

1150 Buffalo R d • Rochasttf. N Y • 14624-1899 
for more M o . , c a l Ray at (716) 328-4340 

Member U.S. Catholic Mission Association, National Catholic 
Development Conference, Catholic Network of Volunteer Service. 

National Catholic Council for Hispanic Ministry. 
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"May Mark not give in to anger or ha
tred, discouragement or fear," the bishop 
continued. "But may his wounds also be 
quickly healed." 

Contributing to this story was Clam M. 
Bastien in Brunswick. 
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Expert Automotive 
Repairs 

General Repairs • G M Specialist 
Fuel Injection • Electlcal Systems 
Exhaust • Brakes • Carburettor) 

• Tune-up • Shocks • Struts 
N.Y. State Inspection 

262-4285 
fiinviivetrid 

44 Richmond St. • Rochester • 14607' 
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Cherry Blossom Festival April i I - H mt 
Washington, D C , A l Inclusive. 

Atlantic Qty Weekend Apm 19-21, mt. 
St Ann's Tour/ Quebec Oiy jury 21*28.1996 
Also visit Toronto^indudcs Phantom of The Opera), 
Montreal. 3 Rivers & Ottawa 

Alaska cruise & Tour Aug. 31- sept 10.1996 
Cruse the Camhal Troprcafe. Denafi National Park Via the 
MdOnley Explorer Domed Rail Cars/ DenatTour. 
Anchorage Tour/Port of Cal. Stfca, Skagway, Juneau. 
Ketchikan, Cruising Inside Passage & Cruising Colege Fiord 
& Columbia Glacier & much more. 

Romantic Katy Tour Daces to be announced. 

1-800447-9032 • (716) 2473032 -


