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CATHOLIC COUhlER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, MY.

Musings about what matters in life
I write this column late in the evening of
Thursday, Jan. 11, aware that in about 40
hours I will be on my way to Chile and that
by the time you read these words I will be
a day or two away from my flight home
from Brazil.
As I mentioned to you in Along the Way
two weeks, ago, I am going to visit our Sisters of Mercy and Sisters of St. Joseph serving in Chile and Brazil respectively. I will
try in next week's column to convey to you
at least some sense of the experience of
that journey.
In the meantime, a few brief notes, musings and comments on the passing scene I
have been wanting to share with you:
1. Though I have not said it frequently in
this forum, I am daily grateful for the
presence and ministry in this diocese
of Bishops Joseph Hogan and Dennis
Hickey. The longer I am here, the
more deeply I am aware of the debt
all of us owe to Bishop Hogan for his
courage in laying the foundations for
our response to the renewal of Vatican
Council II. We benefit every day from
the fruits of his vision and courage. I
. would add that, when I retire, I would
like to be as good to my successor as
Bishop Hogan has been to me.
Bishop Hickey has my respect
and affection for more reasons than I
can cite here for want of time and
space. But let me try to summarize
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those reasons by saying that he continually teaches me about ministry by his
undying thirst for knowledge, his generous spirit of service and his longstanding love and care for the priests
of this diocese, I cite also his support
of this newspaper, to which he has
made a contribution of inestimable
value.
Several times in Along the Way in recent months I have asked you to participate as best you can in the prayer
and conversation about die Eucharistic life taking place in our diocese. My
thanks to all who have responded so
generously to that request — especially
to our pastors, all parish pastoral
staffs, pastoral councils and liturgy
committees. The hard work that so
many people have done has been extremely helpful. Among other Uiings,
it has helped us better to name our
common opportunities and concerns,
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encouraged us to develop a frame- ;
work to approach them and a greater,
sense ,of the relative importance of the
challenges that lie before us. Much remains to be done, but I am much encouraged by what has been accomplished thus far.
3. Mindful that I call upon many people
to do all kinds of things, and aware
that I must include myself in the question, I ask: Are we living a life diat is
so fast and so pressured that we spend
too litde time dunking about its meaning, about our relationship widi God,
one another and die earth; expressing
our care for one another; doing such
things as telling stories, reading poetry, listening to music, conversing with
family members and friends about
dungs diat really matter to us? If we
are, are diere ways in which we can
help one anodier find friendlier patterns of life? It seems to me Uiat our
spiritual heritage has much to say
about such issues. I'd be curious to
know how you look at them and what
suggestions you would make to die
rest of us.
I'll be in touch widi you again when I return from Chile and Brazil. In die meantime, I hope diat die winter will be kind to
you and diat you find great strengdi in die
love of family and friends.
Peace to all.

Let's Talk Person-To-Person...

... to meetyour speeid needs.
• Senior citizens
• Physically challenged
• Blind and Visually-Impaired
• Deaf and Hard of Hearing
• Non-English speaking customers
I l o w is Rochester Telephone meeting the diverse needs of our community? Person to person. We feel special people
deserve special attention. If you're one of them, talk to us. We're Pat Groverand Diana Cardoza, Consumer Outreach
Managers at Rochester Telephone. We offer FREE presentations and consultations on issues important to you, including:
• Consumer rights
• Bill explanations
•Special equipment and services.
• Other telephone-related topics
•Discount programs for eligible customers

• i RochesterTelephone
AReliaHetoOf Your life.

For more irifoimation or a presentation, call us at
(716)777-5777, or (716)325-7692 TTY.
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