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Catholics between 18 and 35 want place in chwrek 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

Are you too old to join the 
parish youth group, but far too 
young to be considered for mem­
bership in' Catholic Golden Age? 

If so, keep reading. In thisjsdi-
tion the Catholic Courier is inau­
gurating a new monthly page that 
just might appeal to your needs as 
a Catholic reader. 

Up until now, the Courier has 
regularly provided feature pages 

;«and columns that cater to par­
ents, teenagers, senior citizens 
and kids. This month, the naoer 
adds young ad* i' 
cifk groups of readers the Couri­
er serves through a special page. 

Who exactly is a young adult, 
you might ask. Well, according to 
the experts, it seems to be anyone 
between the ages of 18 and 35, 
though some 18-year-olds might 
prefer to think of themselves as 
teenagers and some 35-year-olds might 
want to consider themselves beyond 
young adult concerns. 

Robert Gribbons, author of the 1990 
book, Developing Faith in Young Adults, 
has described three subgroups of young 
adults: 

"Explorers," between 18 and 25, are 
generally mobile and in transition from 
school to work and from living with their 
parents to living on their own. 

"Pioneers," in their mid-20s, move fre­
quently and most change jobs fairly regu­
larly. 

"Householders," in their late 20s and 
early 30s, tend to be more settled, and 
have taken on greater work, home and 
community responsibilities. 

Whatever group you 
might belong to, this 
monthly page seeks to air 
the concerns of Catholics 
who are, for die most part, 
in the first decade or so of 
their adult journey. 

Such Catholics may still be looking for 
a husband or wife — or not looking at all. 

They may be embarking on owning 
their first home — or opting to rent a stu­
dio apartment 

They may be single, married, or even 
divorced — but, in general, if they have 
children, it's a pretty fair bet their kids 
are not teenagers yet. 

Young adults may want to find their 
niche in die church — but wonder where, 

exactly, they fit in then-
home parish. 

For die first time in then-
lives, they may find that 
their Catholic faith is being 
seriously challenged by their 
fiiends, their co-workers, 

and, for that matter, then* own doubts. 
At the same rime, they may have a vi­

brant faith that is already serving the 
community in an exemplary manner. 

Wherever they are, the Courier would 
like to know what the church's young 
adults would like to read about on then-
own page. 

And the diocese's young adults should 
know that the church is working to pro­
vide diem with a ministry geared to their 

needs — just call Karen Rine-
fierd, diocesan coordinator of 
Young Adult, Adult and Family 
Faith Formation at 716/328-3210 
for more information. 

Do young adults need to know 
more about what's going on in 
parish young adult ministry? 

Do young adults need tips on 
how to meet a mate, especially in 
environments that don't neces­
sarily feature spilled beer and 
smoke-filled air? 

Do young adults need to know 
how to hold onto precious friend­
ships with recently married 
friends who seem to disappear 
from the social radar screen the 
moment their reception ends? 

How are young adults from 
different racial and ethnic back­
grounds in the church relating to 
one another, given Christ's call 
for us to embrace each other as 
brother and sister? 

These, and other topics, have 
been suggested to the Courier for this 
page by a number of young adult minis­
ters throughout the diocese. 

But the paper also wants to know what 
young adults who may not be as active in 
the church would like to read. 

Please send article suggestions to: 
Catholic Courier Young Adult Page, 1150 
Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624-
1899. Or call Rob Cullivan. or Mike La­
teral at the Courier (716/3284340) on 
Wednesdays, from 1 to 5 p.m., and 
Thursdays and Fridays from 9 a.m, to 5 
p.m. If your group, parish or organiza­
tion is sponsoring an event of interest to 
young adult Catholics, -please send it to 
die Courier's "Calendar" page. 

We hope to hear from you! 
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Hotels 
MOVE THE WEDDING 

PARTY TO OUR HOUSE 
• Discounted rates available. 
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Free Wedding Planning Workshop 
Two hour workshop Includwptannlng workbook 
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266*5472 
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Deceptions 

"Make Your Special Day A Memorable One" 
3 Banquet Rooms 

1713 LYELL AVENUE ROCHESTER, NY 14606 
(716)2544)028 

•from 50 to 1000 hop*" 
I / I /VMVI SteClttK. 
' ( jUrlS FOR PRIVATE MOTES 

3 Distinctive Dining Rooms 
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Vfafifo&ik "ROCHESTER'S 
MOST ELEGANT 
PARTY HOUSE" 

Accommodations for 50-1500 Guests 
1020 Maple Street . 436-2112 

RED MEN'S PARTY HOUSE 
• WEDDINGS • RECEPTIONS • SHOWERS 

•BANQUETS'MEETINGS 
Coordinating memorable ennt$ for over SO yean. 

ACCOMMODATING 50-800 
1001 Lexington Avenue 2544220 

-THE 
BRASSERIE 

For private, intimate parties 
up to 150 people. 

Eastman Place • 387 E. Main St. 
232-3350 

Receptions • Rehearsals • Showers 
Accommodations to 300 Guests 

(716) 546-2490 • 1400 Mkfaown tower 


