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Continued from page 1
on representative words and symbols.

To get on the Internet, users need a
computer and a modem, which con-
nects computers to one another via a
phone line. Many users link up with
other computers on the Internet by
subscribing to a commercial online
service, but they also may use linkups
available through such institutions as
universities, government offices or
employers.

A user can get on the Web either
through one of the various online com-
panies, or through a local computer
network. Once on the Web, he or she
can find thousands upon thousands of
pieces of information, including hun-
dreds of pages devoted to Catholic con-
cerns.

- Just a couple of hours on the Web can
introduce the casual computer-user to a
wide variety of pages addressing
Catholic topics, ranging from the ori-
gins of the Catholic Worker movement
to the latest scientific information on.
the Shroud of Turin, the alleged bunal
cloth of Christ. »

In fact, there’s so much information

on the Catholic Church out there in

“cyberspace” that some computer-users
-are trying to corral it all into more user-
friendly Web sites.

. In Cincinnati, Ohio, for example,

Michael S. Rose and his wife Barbara
founded Aquinas MultiMedia Design .

“Studio, which has created “Catholic
Kiosk” on behalf of the Cincinnati arch-
diocese. Catholic Kiosk gathers many
of the available Catholic Web-sites into
one location on the Web. *

Everything from the British version.
of the church’s new catechism to a cal-,A
endar of the saints is available at

Catholic Kiosk, Rose said in a phone
interview with the Catholic Courier.
Even the Vatican has joined millions
of Internet users, creating its Web site
which was swamped with online traffic
over the Christmas hohdays
More than 300,000 people from 70

countries logged -into the site on the~

World Wide Web in the 48 hours after
its inauguration Dec. 25, Vatican
spokesman Joaquin Navargo-Valls said.
At its peak, the user rate was more than
20,000 people per hour, he added.

The Vaucan opened its Internet
“home page” by offering the pontiff’s
Christmas message and greetings in
more than 50 languages. Visitors to the

v

interactive electronic bulletin board
were also welcomed with a color graph-
ic of a painting of the Nanvnty and a
Christmas card" written in the pope’s
own hand.

The Web site will expand over com-

mg months, eventually offering docu-
/ments research material and graphic

_images from dozens of Vatican depart-
‘ments.

Eventually the Vatican p!ans to create
separate home pages for each Vatican
department, including the Vatican
Museums and Library, which would
make a wealth of information available
to the online public.

Gradually, papal and other docu-
ments will be made available, along
with statistical and research informa-
tion. An electronic Afiail" service for
each Vatican office will complete the
PI’OJCC[ R

Here in the Diocese of Rochester, the
possibility of creating a hofne page on
the Web has been examined, according
to Joan A. Zaia, diocesan director of
information systems. However, she
noted that the diocese must first con-
sider such factors as how it would han-

®

dle answering e-mail inquiries to the
pastoral center.

Other dioceses — and individual
parishes — both in the United States
and abroad have already created pages

on the Web, listing Mass schedules,

public programs and other church-ori-
ented services.

David Higbee, director of adult and
religious education at St. Thomas the
Apostle Parish in Irondequoit, said his
parish has used such online services as
the Catholic Resource Network to
retrieve papal speeches and documents.

“This is a marketplace of ideas,”
Higbee said of the Web. “All the parish-
es in the next few years will begin dab-
bling in this.”

That point was echoed by Jeffrey
Mirius; whose company, Trinity
Communications, created Catholic
Resource Network.

In a phone interview with the Catholic
Courier from his Manassas, Va., office,
Mirius contended that most U.S. dioce-
ses and parishes will not only cruise the
Internet someday, but will become part
of that world of information themselves
through the creation of Web pages.

“I think most of them will produce
some online media,” he said.

Meanwhile, The Observer, the official
newspaper of the Diocese of Rockford,
Ill., became a daily publication Jan. 2
through a new computer online service,
Catholic Connect! i

In addition to the contents of The
Observer, published twice a month in
print format, Catholic Connect! offers
several features from Catholic News
Service designed for the worldwide
church: daily news briefs; weekly video,
movie and TV reviews; book reviews,
including religious and popular fiction
and nonfiction titles from the electron-
ic “Catholic Review of Books”; text and
story on Pope John Paul II's weekly
audience; and a 12-month calendar of
church events around the nation.

Another publication, Catholic Family
Media Guide, is offered ekclusively on
Catholic Connect!

Catholic Connect! is also offering
free “help wanted” ads to .dioceses,
parishes, schools and other church-
related nonprofit entities as a way to
encourage them to use the service.

What unites all these Catholic Net
aficionados i$ not only love for a bur-
geoning technology, but a love for
spreading the Gospel. Whereas so
many recent news articles on the Net
have focused on its less appealing
aspects — such as its use by consumers
of children’s pornography — Catholic
Net users see such phenomena as the

. World Wide Web in a far more positive

light. Indeed, they view the Net as the
latest vehicle available to Christians
desiring to proclaim the Gospel.

“I think there are people out there
who want to direct it in a positive way,”
Rose, creator. of :*Catholic Kiosk,” said.
“We sort of see ourselves as Internét
missionaries.” ‘
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EDITORS’ NOTE: This article contains
information from Catholic News Service.

The Vatican’s Web address is:
huap.//www.vatican.va.

People can subscribe by credit card or
open an institutional account to Catholic
Connect! by calling 1-800-817-4455
between 9 am. and 5 p.m. Central time
Monday through Friday.

Catholic Resource Network’s home page
address is http.//www.crnet.ong,

Catholic Kwosk's home page address is
hitp://ururw.erinet.com/aquinas/arch/.

Gospel Films, Inc., publisher of Internet
Jor Christians, can be reached at its toll free
number 1-800-253-0413, or on the Net at
http://www.gospelcom. net.
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Announcements - Business Help Wanted Painting
ADOPTIONS The Cafholic Opportunities TELEPHONE SOLICITOR AWM o ” & Wallcovering
Courier does not publis . train. Phone for natio ‘e Make BURG-MASTER Pamtin -
adoption  advertising. Tgi Catholic magazine locally from House Calls AMERICAN paperhanging, texture oem?,gs.
obtain a list of agencies that home. You eam $7.50 on each 4 MASONRY & CHIMNEY walls, ceilings repaired.
serve birth "mothers and RISK-FREE ﬁaid s;rlfJ Averatgenﬂs sales an CHIMNEY Insured, powerwashing. Dan
adoptive parents, call our. tected temitory, gener- HI B aster, 716-663-0827.
716-328-4340. Agencies SECOND SOURCE ous prodqction bonus, great SE‘W %VAC REPIe‘lR (‘TR‘ SERVICE urgmaster, 71 2
wishing to be included on this OF INCOME. repeat business. Call Mr. Luba. 724 Winton Rd. N. ALLMASONRY WORK
list may send information to 1-800-782-0848. 7164826111 ] BERNARD K. BAYER & SON
the Catholic Courier. Call 1-800-677-1207 . N 865-4170 663-7360 Master Painters  \_ I )4 ‘

ext. 1478 - PROPERTY . Painting & Wallpaper
: =5 Electricians Moving & Hauling Wood Finishing and Gutters
Business Opportunities Apartments Unfurnished Aluminum Doors and Windows
: IRONDEQUOIT: 2 BR UPPER a Est. 1952 {716) 3810812
Work at Home but not Alone & lower apartments in desirable NOLAN f,‘n?s”t‘o‘“’mgm
King's Court on King's ELECTR'C
Owning your own business is the anly way to achieve indepen- Highway. Balconies, private ; Experience in office,
dence. If you've been thinking of starting a business, fet us show wooded setting, on busline and FOR ALL YOUR ELECTIRCAL NEEDS household moving
you how our “Invisible” partnership between business and close to shopping and express- Fully icensed & insured and deliveries
customers 1s making it possible to be- financially free within 5 years. way. $550/mo. includes heat 107 ROUGEROAD . X
We are Rochester-based and will provide all needed training and and hot water. 716-544-5340. Big or Small, We Do Them All
support. Call today for an appointment: (716) 426-1149. Manager by CEl. 334-6350 473-6610 or 4734357
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http://www.vatican.va
http://www.crnet.org
http://www.gpspelcom

