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Let's turn to faith tradition in new year 
Marking a new year is often discon

certing to me, since I seem to hold on to 
the same flaws and faults before and af
ter midnight on the 31st of becember. 
That may be true of most adults. The 
struggle toward fuller life is marked 
more by constancy and persistence than 
by dramatic endings and beginnings. 

That may be true also of our common 
struggle to embody the Catholic faith in 
American culture at the end of the 20th 
century. We face the same difficulties 
and problems that have been part of our 
past, and we do so with die same limita
tions and shortcomings. 

Thus American Catholics have always 
had difficulty in finding ways to let our 
faith, widi its rich symbols and systems, 
inform our American way of life. At 
times we can seem less creative dian 
other cultures, perhaps, in using our 
faith and its symbols to help us trans
form aspects of bur culture that dimin
ish the quality of human life. 

Because of this, we risk taking on and 
interiorizing some of the worst aspects 
of our society. We lose our ability to be 
critical and discerning as we accept so
ciety's standards for ourselves and for 
our children. 

For example, people would say that 
U.S. culture places a huge emphasis on 
upward mobility, status and respectabil-
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ity. Subscribers to mainstream U.S. soci
ety value rising on the socio-economic 
scale almost more than anything else. 
We are also given to terrific activism 
that keeps us so frantically busy diat we 
lack any time at all for self-reflection 
and self-assessment. 

Our culture also places enormous val
ue on pragmatism: If something isn't 
immediately useful, it has little impor
tance for us. Thus we often overlook 
"useless" human moments, relation
ships, and die "wasted time" necessary 
for genuine interiority and introspec
tion. The cultural mindset of the United 
States also dictates to us an almost limit
less system of learned needs. We end up 
needing all sorts of things, many of 
which are for superfluous products and 

luxuries that are not only unnecessary 
for genuine human living, but which 
even distract us from true "quality liv-
fog." 

Our culture is also fiercely individual
istic. The individual, fueled by greed 
and uncontrolled competition, untram-
meled by responsibility for the welfare 
of others or commitment to the com
mon good, is the sole and total "bottom 
line" of American society. I take as a 
great symbol of our American individu
alism the "walkman," a device that al
lows us to individualize even the most 
social of our senses — die sense of hear
ing. I can even restrict and contain for 
myself what I listen to. That way, I don't 
have to negotiate with anyone else about 
what WE might hear together. 

Aspects of our faith tradition would 
help us to challenge and transform 
some of these dominant attitudes, which 
can work to diminish our lives rather 
than enhance diem. I think for example 
of the figure of Mary, who is such a 
great symbol of receptivity before God, 
who "ponders in her heart" the central 
mysteries of God's presence among us, 
who has been an example of wisdom, 
freedom and peace from the very be
ginning of Catholicism. 

We need, I think, to search for ways to 
recast our devotion to Mary so that she 

informs our search for spiritual renewal 
in a way that can strengthen us in this 
culture. At times we can appear to offer 
outdated forms of Marian devotions that 
address not today's culture, but which 
harken back in nostalgic comfort for 
simpler "days gone by." Our religious 
imaginations might help us to formulate 
newer, better forms of expressing our 
devotion to Mary — that allow her 
strength and focus on the truly mean
ingful to inform and challenge our lives 
today. 

The Catholic tradition has also 
placed enormous significance on the 
common good and on die necessity for 
ethical judgments made for reasons oth
er than pure pragmatism or increased 
economic power for some. Moral virtue 
in Catholicism has drawn us beyond 
"care for our own alone" toward com
munal values, bonds of loyalty, and re
sistance to forces that diminish our ca
pacity for human society. 

As we enter into the new year, our 
struggles to beflSatholic in America will 
probably not be solved any more dian 
our personal struggles for character for
mation will be. In fact, our struggle will 
look very much like it did LAST year. 
Perhaps we can dip into our tradition in 
new ways, however, to find genuine aids 
to better, fuller lives. 

Sr. Mary Gerard Flagler, SSJ, 86; 
served as Nazareth asst treasurer 

Sister' Mary Gerard Flagler, SSJ, 86, 
diecTDec. 13,1995, at die St. Joseph Con
vent Infirmary, 4199 East Ave., 
Rochester. 

Her funeral liturgy was celebrated in 
die modierhouse chapel Dec. 18, by Msgr. 
William Shannon, assisted by Msgr. 
Joseph Sullivan and Fadiers Joseph Dono
van, John Hayes, Joseph Trovato, CSB, 
John Cavanaugh, CSB, Albert Gaelens, 
CSB, and Dennis Kauffman, CSB. 

A native of Brockport, Sister Mary 
Gerard taught at St. Francis de Sales 
School, Geneva (1928-34); Aquinas Insti
tute (193446); and Nazareth College 
Business Department (1946-58). From 
1958 to 1988 she served as assistant trea
surer at Nazareth College. 

Sister Mary Gerard entered the Sisters 
of St. Joseph from Holy Aposdes Parish 
in 1926. She earned her bachelor's de
gree from St.. Bonaventure University, 
Olean, N.Y., and her master's degree in 
business education from New York Uni
versity. 

A longtime friend, Sister Louise We
ber, SSJ, taught briefly at Aquinas widi 
Sister Mary Gerard, and taxied diere 
widi her. 

"She had a special gift of knowing how 
to relate to die students at Aquinas Insti
tute when diere were just young men 
there," Sister Weber said. "She was well-
liked diere. One of the students Sister 
taught more dian 40 years ago came to 
the infirmary to visit her. 

"She was always a woman of strong 
faidi and a very prayerful woman," Sister 
Weber added. 

Sister Mary Gerard is survived by one 
sister and brother-in-law, Herbert and 
Mary Herrmann; two brothers and sis
ters-in-law, Henry and Grace Flagler, and 
Paul and Gelia Flagler; a cousin, Father 
Bernard Carges, pastor, Immaculate Con
ception Church, - Ithaca; nieces and 
nephews; and her sisters in die Congre
gation of St. Joseph. Burial was in Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery. 

—Kathleen Schwar 
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GENERAL GENERAL MERCHANDISSE SERVICES ^m gSER^KSES-

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Business 
Opportunities 

MSKFREE 
SECOND SOURCE 

OF INCOME. 
Call 1-80O677-1207 

ext. 1478 

Miscellaneous 
HAND-CRAFTED CHURCH 
cross looking for good home. 
Free. 8'X4'. Used in local church 
for 10 yrs. 716-889-7571. 

ORCHESTRA MUSIC featuring 
music for senior citizens. Solo, trio 
or quartet. Bob Ames & Co. 
716-392-9716. 

Electricians Moving & Hauling 

^ 
NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR AIL YOUR OECTRCM. NEEDS 
Fulty licensed & insured 

107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 

K D M o K-u Moving, 
and Storagelnc. 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 473-1357 

Business Opportunities 

Work at Home but not Alone S 
Owning your own business is the only way to achieve indepen

dence. If you've been thinking of starting a business, let us show 
you how our "Invisible" partnership between business and 
customers is making it possible to be financially free within 5 years. 
We are Rochester-based and will provide all needed training and 
support. Call today for an appointment: (716) 426-1149. 

Apartments Unfurnished 

IRONDEQUOIT: 2 BR UPPER & 
lower apartments in desirable 
King's Court on King's Highway. 
Balconies, private wooded set
ting, on busline and close to 
shopping and expressway. 
$550/mo. Includes heat and hot 
water. 716-544-5340.Manager by 
CEI. 

Masonry 

A 
865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY* CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALLMASONRVWOnK 

663-7360 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR. Basement 
walls repaired/painted. Prevent 
pests/cold air from getting In. 
323-2876 or 392-4435, • 

BURG-MASTER Painting - pa-
perhanging, texture ceilings, 
walls, ceilings repaired. In
sured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 


