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Season challenges interfaith families
Terry and Sherri McArdle have a
Christmas tree this year.
Ted and Christine Aroesty have~V nativity scene.
And Raj and Rosetta Borkar have both.
Such items are typical in homes at this
time of die year.
But these three Rochester families are
hardly typical.
Sherri McArdle is Jewish; so is Ted
Aroesty. Raj Borkar is Hindu. But their
three respective spouses are Catholic.
As a result, Christmas time is a challenge. The three families must seek ways

lights" — Hanukkah, which commemorates the rededication of die Temple by Judas Maccabaeus in 165 B.C.
But people who try to make that feast into a kind of "Jewish Christmas" at Uiis time
of year are mistaken, Terry McArdle said.
"I think something that a lot of
Catholics are not aware of is that
Hanukkah is not the big deal holiday diat
Christmas is for Catholics," noted Terry,
who attends Corpus Christi Church.
"Hanukkah is kind of a celebration of an
historical event"
Terry has learned a great deal about
Judaism since 1977. That's when he began dating his wife, who is now on the
board of Rochester's Temple B'rith

of to blend traditions and make compromises — and to communicate what others
take for granted.

Kodesh. The two married in 1981, and
have two children — whom they are raising as Jewish.

The Borkars have perhaps the easiest
time of it — in part because Rajgrew up in
an ecumenical environment in Bombay.
"In Bombay, my circle of friends was
very cosmopolitan," observed Raj, who
recently completed his medical residency
at St. Mary's Hospital in Rochester. His
circle of friends included Hindus,
Catholics, Jews and Moslems.
"I don't view anyone as Catholic, Hindu or anything else," he added. "I just go
by the person rather than the religion."
In addition, Raj's family was open to
him marrying a Catholic, Rosetta said.
"Fortunately for us, his mother was
broad-minded," noted Rosetta, who attends S t John the Evangelist Church in
Greece. The family, she added, "accepted
me with open arms."
Rosetta's family would have preferred
a Catholic husband for their daughter,
Raj said, but still made him feel welcome.
Meanwhile, Christmas is not an entirely
alien celebration for Hindus, the two noted. Hindus have a fall celebration called
Divali — a "festival of lights" — that in
some ways parallels Christmas. The festival is celebrated by placing candles outside a home, and exchanging gifts and
treats.
And Jews have dieir own "festival of

One way they have blended traditions
is that, when Hanukkah fells close to
Christmas, they put up their Christmas
tree the first day of the Jewish feast But it
was many years before they even had a
tree, due to Sherri's feelings.
"It's not my tradition," Sherri said. "It
symbolizes many tilings that are not my belief."
But sensing how important it was to Terry to have a tree — especially after the children began to arrive — Sherri agreed to
allow a tree, albeit, with lingering uneasy
feelings. But those feelings have gradually been eased in living out an interfaith
marriage.
"My biggest lesson about that is that
celebrating someone else's faith does not
diminish my own," Sherri said. "In fact, it
even enhances it."
Terry, too, discovered that his contact
with Judaism helped him to overcome his
estrangement from the Catholic faith.
"Every time I went to B'rith Kodesh, it
reminded me of what I was missing," Terry recalled. "Being part of a faith I didn't
belong to and going someplace else
brought me back to the church."
The McArdles worked out some holiday issues as they arose after they were
married. The Aroestys did so even before
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they married
last May. One
of the earliest
issues revolved
around a nativity scene.
"It took a
good year before I could
convince him
that I wanted (a
nativity scene)
in the house,"
recalled Christine, who attends Catholic
services at die
University of
Rochester Interfaith Center.
Ted acknowledged his reluctance to have
such a powerful
Christian symbol
in his
home.
"I think that
everybody kind
of feels you
have to put up
walls and say
tiiis is the way it
has to be," he
said. "But once
you get into the
S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer
marriage, you Terry and Sherri McArdle, and their children Rachel and
start to think, Matthew, blend Catholic and Jewish traditions during the holi'Maybe this is- days.
n't so important and maybe this is somements ofJewish faith not in an attempt to
thing I can give on, especially once diere's
confuse them, but to enlighten them,"
children.'"
Ted explained.'
At the same time, Christine agreed not
Indeed, Christine added, a number of
to place crosses on the wall out of respect
people warned them to b e careful about
for Ted's feelings.
blending their faiths too much and thus
One issue they resolved before they
confusing the children. In too many casmarried was that their children would be
es when traditions were blended without
raised Catholics. But both want their chilthe children having a clear sense of relidren to have contact with Jewish tradigious identity, she observed, "religion
tions.
never becomes a part of their lives, and I
"We decided to expose them to eledunk that's unfortunate."

Celebrate the Holidays at

Dining entertainment
tor the
holidays

Restaurant & cocktail Lounge

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
(716) 247-7690
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Corner Spencerport & Long Pond Roads

NEW YEAR'S
EVE GAM
'/

Join us every
Saturday Night
between
the hours of
5:00p.m.-9:00p.m

Featured Buffet Items
• Pasta Station-Cooked to Order with Alfredo,
Marinara and Pesto Sauces
• Fresh Tossed Garden Greens with an Array of
Salad Bar Accompaniments
• Mama Joan's Secret Soup and Anupasto
• Italian Sausage with Grilled Onions and Peppers
• Baked Italian Herb Chicken
• Italian Specialty Dish
* and to make your meal complete...
• A Petite Italian Dessert Tray

Lavish Prime Rib
Buffet Including Leg
of Lamb. Breast of

Chicken, Tortellini
Alfredo, Broiled Fish
Fillet
Early Seating 5:00-7:30
$19.95 pp (plus tax & gratuity)
Late Seating 8:00-11:00
$27.95 pp (plus tax and gratuity)
FREE Champagne, Hats &
Noisemakers at Midnite!
DANCING UNTIL 2AM!
For Reservations

<$£ AIRPORT

Serving
Christmas Eve • 4-8pm
New Year's Eve - 5-12am
Lunch, Tuesday-Friday
Dinner, Monday-Saturday

Call 716-546-2490
O

The Greenhouse Cafe
911 Brooks Avenue • Rochester, NY 14624
(716) 328-6000

Enjoy our elegant
yet casual atmosphere
featuring Italian
specialties, steaks & seafood.

1400 Midtown
Tower
Free Indoor Parking In
the Midtown Garage

Located at
Creekside Plaza
831 Fetzner Rd. at Maiden Lane
-Down the road from the Greece Marriot-

716-225-2500

