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Marge Nurnberg made room for all people 
In last week's Catholic Courier you 

read about the death of Marge Nurn
berg, who for many years served as Ec
umenical and Interfaith Officer for our 
diocese. 

Marge had a remarkable impact on 
the lives of a variety of people. I was 
aware of that impact while she was ac
tive in her ministry. I came to appreci
ate that impact the more deeply at the 
time of her retirement, when her 
friends, co-workers and representatives 
of the ecumenical and interfaith com
munities spoke of their respect and af
fection for her. 

Last Saturday, at a memorial Mass 
for Marge at her home parish, St. 
Patrick's, Elmira, people once again 
spoke in warm and grateful terms 
about the goodness of her life and the 
strength of her legacy. I appreciated 
their words because I, too, have tried 
to understand at a deeper level the spe
cial gift that made Marge so special to 
me and to so many others. 

Marge certainly had a vision that al
lowed her to see every individual, no 
matter who he or she was, as a child of 
God and therefore as a member of the 
human family. And, although she was 
realistic about the issues that could di

vide person from person and commu
nity from community, she had a holy 
impatience that impelled her to re
mind us of the better things to which 
the God of us all so patiently calls us. 

What helps me most to understand 
Marge and draw from her strength is 
the realization that in the embrace of 
her beautiful spirit there was room for 
everyone. She was very bright and 
deeply sensitive, so I doubt that she 
had any trouble identifying the ignoble 
or the less-than-perfect in her sisters 
and brothers. 

But Marge didn't waste her precious 
gifts in that way. Rather, she focused 
her considerable energy on helping us 
to identify our deepest God-given pos
sibilities and encouraging us to realize 
and to share them with others. 

I am particularly grateful for the 

memory of Marge at this time of the 
year. With her there was room in the 
inn for everyone. There were no aliens 
in her life, only guests; no strangers, 
only new friends; no haves and have-
nots, only a diversity of gifts in a vari
ety of people. 

With our Holy Father, Pope John 
Paul II, she believed passionately that 
none among us is so poor as to have 
nothing to give and none among us is 
so rich as to have no need for the gifts 
of others. 

This memory of this wonderful 
woman is a great gift to me during the 
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany season. 
She reminds me of the wonderful 
things that can happen when we, like 
Mary, Our Mother, and Marge, our 
friend, open our hearts in hospitality 
to the divine initiative. When that hap
pens we experience the love of Christ 
in our hearts. We also have the privi
lege, as they did, of sharing that gift 
with others. 

I hope that this beautiful season 
finds you lovingly aware of people like 
Marge whom you know. They do so 
much to make our celebration come to 
life. 

Merry Christmas and peace to all. 
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CALABRESE'S CULVER BAKERY n 

PASTRY TRAY 

,h „lfan 
WEDDING CAKES • SWEETS TABLES I 
COOKIE TRAYS • ITALIAN PASTRIES 

1352 Culver Rd. (near Merchants) 4824080 ] 

SAVOIA PASTRY SHOPPE 
482-1130 

Wedding Cakes, Cookie Trays 
and Sweets Table 

2267 Oifford Ave., Rochester, NY 14609 , 

Florists 

Florist 
For that one special occassion you 'II want t>?rfection. 

2279 Clifford Ave. 
(near Culver) 4821001 

Furniture 

Becker's 
F U R N I ^ T U R E 

A Great Place for Getting Started 
436-5129 

1461 BUFFALO RD. at Howard 

Newspapers 

OS 1995 Wedding Guide so 

llbr ZVrlu ijurk ILiinrs 
NEWS • BUSINESS • SPORTS • TRAVEL 

Distributed by 

MANSON NEWS DISTRIBUTORS 
634 South Ave Roch NY 

244-3880 

Hotels 
. A . MOVE THE WEDDING 
• B PARTY TO OUR HOUSE 

• Discounted rates available. 
Call and make your reservations now! 

1300 Jefferson Road, Rochester, NY 14623 
(716)272-8850 

* mention this ad to receive additional discounts • 

New Homes 
THE KEY TO YOUR NEW HOME IS.. 

^CAROLYN'S CREW 
w& Elaine Jezsik, Carolyn Stiffley, & Kimberfy Ardilio 

RE/MAX PORTFOLIO 
7234)366 office • 1-800-484-5097 xl669 

Each office Independently Owned/Operated 

Jewelry 
IRISH WEDDING 

BANDS 
JEWELRY & GIFTS 

3821 ickett's Landing ft 
22*9070 

lamotti 
Fafrporl 

Favors 

1 sptVers i 
«f HOMEMADE CANDIES | 
£ Wedding Candy Specialties g 
a Open Daily 1 0 - 6 E 
3 623 Park Avenue 473-2098 p 

DAN'S 
CRAFTS* THINGS 

I2 EMPIRE BLVD., ROCHESTER, NY 1< 
7 1 6 - 6 5 4 - 8 3 8 8 * 5 4 VE - DO IT YOURSELF/ 
• WaddingAccessories 'Ribbons •Headpieces 
• Instruction Books ' •CakeTops _ «S*Flowers 
• Bridal Bouquets • Favor Supplies 'Veffing 

Free Wedding Planning Workshop 
Two hour workshop Includes planning workbook 

Call today for next available date 
266-5472 

To Mvertisein oitr,^ 
Spring^Murriage *>» 
Supplement call 

328-4340 

Deceptions 

QjkNDREA*?} 

"Make Your Special Day A Memorable One" 

3 Banquet Rooms 
1713 LYELL AVENUE ROCHESTER, NY 14606 

(716) 254-0028 

"Ffa*50to1M0topli" 

FOB PRIVATE PARIES 

3 Distinctive Dining Rooms 
Spacious Private Cocktail Lounges 

235-6978 
1420 Scottsville Road Robert O'Connor 
Rochester, NY 14624 Richard O'Connor 

THafikdate "ROCHESTER'S 
MOST ELEGANT 
PARTY HOUSE" 

Accommodations for.50-1500 Guests 

1020 Maple Street 436-2112 

RED MEN'S PARTY HOUSE 
•WEDDINGS'RECEPTIONS'SHOWERS 

•BANQUETS •MEETINGS 
Coordinating memorable events lor over 50 years. 

ACCOMMODATING 50400 
1001 Lexington Avenue 254-6220 

-THE 
BRASSERIE 

For private, intimate parties 
up to 150 people. 

Eastman Place • 387 E. Main St. 
232-3350 

Receptions • Rehearsals • Showers 
Accommodations to 300 Guests 

(716)546-2490 • 1400MidtownToww 


