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People in need awaiting presence of Christ

n the Advent tradition of the Jesse

Tree, branches are decorated with

symbols of Old Testament figures

who waited and prepared for the
‘iessiah.

Read their Scriptural accounts and re-
flect on the vignettes of people who wait
with hope for the presence of Christ in
their lives today. :

Consider a donation to the Christmas
Appeal — the fund that allows the
Catholic community to respond compas-
sionately to neighbors in desperate need.

Below are names of prominent members in

Jesus” “family tree,” with Scripture references
and suggested symbols that can be made into
ornaments.

~ Adam & Eve (Gn 3:1-24) — man,
woman, apple, serpent -

Noah (Gn 6:119:17) — ark, rainbow,

A ]esseTree Blessmg |

B GodofAhmhamand Satah, e
B us;whenever we look upon . |

Abraham (Gn 12: 1-13:18) — camel,

staff
Sarah (Gn 12:1-13:18) — baby, tent
Rebecca (Gn 25:19-34;27) — well

Jacob (Gn 28:10-22) — ladder
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-~ What is the Ch

1t is 2 cooperative effort of the Catholic Courier and
diocesan Catholic Charities to raise funds that will
help people in desperate financial crises.

For 24 years, the appeal has enabled the Catholic
community to help thousands of people in 12 counties
to meet life’s basic needs. Christmas Appeal funds
have been there for them when no other sources of

aid were available. .

ristmas. Appeal?

Who benefits from it?

Funding from the Christmas appeal helps individu-
als and families in short-term financial crises. These
are people who have no financial resources and are ei-
ther awaiting or ineligible for assistance through oth-

How does it work?

The appeal consists of a series of articles in the
Catholic Courier and a direct-mail solicitation of past
and potential donors. Appeal proceeds are allocated to
the emergency funds of the following diocesan agen-
- cies: Catholic Family Center; Finger Lakes Social Min-
istry; Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier; Catholic
Charities Livingston County outreach; Bishop Sheen
Ecumenical Housing Foundation; and diocesan Urban -
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Q2 Please use my donation to help a neighbor in need®

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

OThis gift is in honor/memory of (circle one):

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:
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Mail check (payable to “Christmas Appeal”) and this
coupon to: Christmas. Appeal, ¢/o Catholic Chari-
ties of the Diocese of Rochester, 1150 Buffalo
Road, Rochester, New York 14624

Rachel & Leah (Gn 29:15-30) — veil

Joseph (Gn 3948) — coat of many
colors

Moses (Ex 20:1-21) — stone tablets

Miriam (Ex 15:20-21) — tambourine

Joshua (Jos 6:1-15) — trumpet

Rutih (Ru) — sheaf of wheat

Deborah. (Jgs 4) — tent peg and mallet

Samuel (1 Sm 3:1-18) — oil flask

David (1 Sm 16:1-16) — harp

Solomon (1 Kgs 3:4-15) — crown,
temple

Isaiah (Is 11:1-9) — lion and lamb

Daniel (Dn 6:17-24) — lion

Elizabeth (Lk 1:39-55) — small house

Zechariah (Lk 1:5-25) — altar

John the Baptist (Lk 3:1-20) — water

Mary (Lk 1:26-38) — lily

Joseph (Mt 1:18-25) — hammer, saw

Jesus (Lk 2:1-20) — chi ro :
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Those who wait in hope today:
Dorothy is an elderly woman
7on a fixed income. She has
been forced to move from her
apartment because of numerous
code violations. The new apart-
ment does not come with appli-
ances, and Dorothy does not
have extra money to purchase a
used stove.
-lbert was the victim of an
armed robbery. His month’s
grocery money is gone. Christ-
mas Appeal donations can help
him out of his temporary finan-
cial crisis.
amisi is a recent- widow with
seven young children. She
has no life insurance, no sav-
ings, no supportive relatives.
She has applied, but as yet has
not received public assistance.
The rent is overdue and an evic-

tion notice has been issued. She-

has been relying on the food cup-

board to feed her family. She

struggles in her sorrow and bewil-

derment.

Willie was disabled as a result
of a mugging. He was a con-

' tractor before the incident, but

has had to sell off his tools and
truck. He goes without meals in
order to give money to his ex-wife
for child support. A food voucher
would allow him to follow a
healthier diet.

lack of medical insurance and

a bout with cancer has kept
Mrs. M and her family under fi-
nancial and emotional stress. A
plumbing repair must now be
made and they do not have the re-
sources. A food voucher would
free up some household income
for the emergency.
Rea’s apartment was broken in-

to and what little she had was
stolen or vandalized. She is in
safer housing now and has rebuilt
a home again for herself and her

_ three children by gleaning and re-

pairing items from other people’s
trash. She still needs a few person-
al items for herself and the chil-
dren.
N ancy struggles to support her-
self and two children with a
weekly income of $200. With a
down payment, she can secure a
low-interest loan to repair a leak-
ing roof,

A nna, a refugee who speaks lit-

tle English, had been an attor- -

ney in Bosnia. She’s been limited
to domestic werk to support her-
self and her two children. She is
now unable to do any work with a
broken hand that may need cor-
rective surgery. The family needs
food assistance and clothing for
the growing children.
T om, Julie, and their children
left a meager existence in
Texas for factory jobs that never

materialized. Car problems used up
the couple’s money. They need help
to purchase food and gas for the trip
back.
Rolando, Diana and their two
teenage daughters made it safely
out of Cuba and are well on their way
to selfsufficiency. Christmas Appeal
funds allow Catholic Charities to ex-
tend a basic-assistance “welcome” to
such modern day pilgrims. .
rances has eight children to raise
alone, and she is on public assis-
tance. Her means are limited, but her
heart is big, so she agreed to care for
the child of a friend who is in jail. By
the end of the month she will need
some extra help to feed them all.
mhra is divorced with six small
children. She struggles to pro-
vide for her family with a part-time

_ job. She would like to get full-time

employment, but can’t afford the day-
care expense. Just filling the basics of
food and clothing is a challenge.
There will be no extras for Christmas
without help.

avier is a 36-year-old father of

three. His wife has had to sup-
port the family for the past three
years while he struggled to escape
drug addiction. The family is back on
track but finding it difficult to meet
financial obligations. Without some
charitable assistance the holidays will
be bleak.

het is a 57-year-old single man

caring for the four small children
of his girlfriend, who is losing her
battle with cancer. He does his best to
see to their needs, but asks for food
vouchers and medication for the chil-
dren.
M arshall is staying at a homeless

shelter. He needs a bus pass in

order to go on job interviews.

heresa was in a hit-and-run acci-

dent. She’s unable to work and
has been waiting for several weeks to
collect disability. Her rent is behind
and her landlord is threatening evic-
tion. She needs help until the insur-
ance comes through.

Schauman-Sulewski
introduces
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Together with Tribute Programs, Schauman-
Su i offers a beautiful and tasteful keep-
sake video tape of your loved ones.
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Senior Citizen Apartments in frondequod
Now accepiing applications for 1 & 2 Br.
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* Exclusive up-front design-
Threading and bobbin winding
fake place on the front.

= Top, drop-in bobbin-No bobbin
case needed.

*100% jam proot hook-Never any
tangled threads. '

* Bullt-In buttonholer for
perfection without attachments.

' Free arm design makes

hemming and setting in sleeves
a breeze.

South Towne Plaza ¢ inside JoAnn Fabrics
Hours: 10-8 M-F 10-6 Sat.

Closed Sunday
(716) 292-6110
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Pam’'s Sewing Shoppe

RT. 350

LONG POND RD.




