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COLUMNISTS 
CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Bishops take prophetic stances 
The Catholic bishops of the United 

States have probably endured more than 
their fair share of criticism from both 
left and right. 

From die left, they have been accused 
of fiddling while Rome burns: of worry­
ing about hidden heresies within new 
translations of liturgical texts, of being 
insensitive to the concerns of women in 
the church, of manifesting an almost 
child-like dependence on the approval 
of the pope and die Roman Curia for 
everything they say and do. 

From die right, the bishops have been 
accused of aiding and abetting the ar­
sonists: of washing die faidi down die 
drain in a sea of rejected "thees" and 
"thous," of caving in to assorted feminist 
pressures, of swallowing whole the liber­
al politics of United States Catholic Con­
ference staffers. 

Unquestionably, the membership of 
die National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has undergone significant 
change over die past 15 years. Many 
have noted that older bishops have been 
promoted and newer ones appointed 
more on the basis of pastoral conser­
vatism than of pastoral aptitude. 

In spite of all that, the conference's 
center of gravity has somehow re­
mained near the center of the spectrum, 
when it should have moved by now irre­
trievably to die right. 

But the most recent national meeting 
of the bishops in Washington, D.C., has 
challenged this conventional wisdom. 

essays in 
theology 

The key moment occurred on the 
first day when Cardinal Roger Mahony 
of Los Angeles, chairman of die bish­
ops' Pro-Life Activities Committee, 
moved to amend die agenda in order to 
address "the current unprecedented dis­
mantling by Congress of essential health 
care, educational and social service pro­
grams." 

Instead of floundering yet one more 
time in prolonged and heated debate 
about English translations of liturgical 
texts (which they swiftly approved), they 
rose to Cardinal Mahony's challenge. 

In a letter to every member of die 
House and Senate, the bishops called 
for the defeat or veto of the pending 
welfare legislation, which they called "fa­
tally flawed." They objected particularly 
to provisions mandating family caps in 
welfare payments, the reduction of the 
eamed-income tax credit by $32 billion, 
measures making legal immigrants inel­
igible for some public benefits, and the 

shifting of federal programs, by way of 
block grants to the states, that "protect 
and rescue children from abuse and ne­
glect." 

These provisions, alongside cuts in 
the food stamp program and Medicaid, 
diey said, "will be devastating to poor 
and working families." 

The bishops were especially sharp in 
exposing a fundamental inconsistency 
in the congressional majority's logic. 
Conservative legislators argue, on the 
one hand, that young women will decide 
against having any more children if the 
welfare assistance is withdrawn. But 
dien diey claim diat die denial of wel­
fare assistance will have no effect at all 
on an already pregnant woman's deci­
sion to have an abortion. 

In his presidential address, Cardinal 
William Keeler of Baltimore contrasted 
the values embodied in the Congress' 
budget proposals with those enunciated 
a month earlier by Pope John Paul It 
during his visit to the United States. The 
pope had called upon die nation "to 
stand up for human life and human dig­
nity, to defend die unborn, protect die 
poor, care for die weak and welcome the 
immigrant" 

"Six weeks later," Cardinal Keeler de­
clared, "our government is considering 
measures which will hurt the very peo­
ple our Holy Fadier called us to defend." 

While endorsing die goals of reform­
ing die welfare system and eliminating 
deficits, die cardinal argued diat "die 

weakest members of our society should 
not bear the greatest burdens." 

The bishops also released a statement 
in observance of the 10th anniversary of 
their 1986 pastoral letter on die U.S. 
economy, in which they pointed out that 
"the power and productivity of the U.S. 
economy sometimes seems to be lead­
ing to diree nations living side by side" 
— die prosperous, the "squeezed" and 
perpetually insecure, and the desperate­
ly poor. 

Political conservatives like to point 
out that after 60 years the welfare system 
has proved a failure. It hasn't eliminated 
poverty. Therefore, die system should 
be scrapped. 

The bishops, in dieir turn, are point­
ing out, at least implicitly, that after 
more dian 200 years perhaps the capi­
talist system itself hasn't worked. The 
level of productivity hasn't lifted all 
boats. Wealth hasn't trickled down to 
any great degree from the rich to the 
middle class and it has failed to reach 
die poor entirely. 

We are left instead widi three nations, 
only one of which is completely secure. 
Does diat mean die capitalist system, 
too, should be scrapped? 

By die time diis column appears, our 
tiny Cadiolic band of richly-funded, neo-
conservative writers may have "ex­
plained" why the bishops got it all 
wrong. 

Hats off anyway to Cardinal Mahony 
for acting like a leader when it counted. 

CORRECTION 
An error was made in last 

week's Bingo Calendar. 
Please note: 

St. Charles Borromeo 
Church Bingo 

Sundays & Mondays, 
7:30pm at Bingo World, 

4419 Dewey Avenue, 
Rochester 

Phone: (716) 621-9550 for 
more information. 

Jan. 13 TURNING STONE CASINO 

Feb. 10 EXOTIC SOUTHERN 
CARRIBBEAN CRUISE 

Feb. 21 SUNSET BLVD. - TORONTO 

best seats, superb dinner 
Mar. 711 BERMUDA GOLF PKG. 

Mar. 15-17 ST. PATRICK'S BASH 

Riveredge, Thousand Islands Fun 
Mar. 23 BEAUTY & THE BEAST 

best seats, great buffet 
Apr. 7-14, or 14-21 

COSTA ROMANTICA CRUISE 
Apr. 26-28 NYC WEEKEND 

\ 

716-889-9090 
J .B. TRAVELS 

FUNERAL H O M E 
^Family Owned & Operated 

RONALD JOHN ARNDT 
ROBERT J. ARNDT 
SHARIL. ARNDT 

Funeral Directors 

225-6350 M 
1118 Long Pond Road Kg 

(South of Maiden Lane) I H a 

HART 
MONUMENT 
COMPANY 

Since 1856 

Monuments, Markers 
and Cemetery Lettering 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
(OPPOSITE HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY) 

(716) 865-6746 

CATHOLIC daWER CLASSIFIEDS 
GENERAL GENERAL 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
"Courier does not publish 
adoption advertising. To ob­
tain a list of agencies that 
serve birth mothers and 
adoptive parents, call 
716-328.4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to 
the Catholic Courier. 

Miscellaneous 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS 
"SPREAD THE TABLE" 
Cookbook. Gift wrapped. $10 
ppd. Order by 12/10 for 
Christmas. DONNA HUNT 
919-637-1960. 

ORCHESTRA MUSIC featur­
ing music fcfr senior citizens. 
Solo, trio or quartet. Bob 
Ames & Co. 716-392-9716. 

Business 
Opportunities 

Work at Home hut not AlnnP 
Owning your own business is the only way to achieve indepen­

dence. If you've been thinking of starting a business, let US Show 
you how our "Invisible" partnership between business and 
customers is making it possible to be financially free within 5 years. 
W e are Rochester-based and will provide all needed training and 
support Call today for an appointment (716) 426-1149. 

MERCHANDISE 

Wanted to Buy 

Top cash paid for old wood fur­
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house caDs. 

647-248C 

PROBERT^ 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER. 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 

Studio $299 on* Bedroom $359 
A4 uSities included. Section 8 accepter. 

UonthlyfctauSMvicM 
475 East Brood St 546-3650 

SEIWICES 

Electricians 

K NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTIRCAL NEEDS 
Fully licensed & insured 

107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for all your healing needs 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sale* • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
4244848 

7—v 

Masonry 

A 
AMERICAN 
MASONRY & CHIMNEY 

865-4170 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

AU. MASONRY WOHK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving 
g^and Storagelnc. 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

j or Small. We Do Them A l l 
473-6610 or 4734357 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

BURG-MASTER Painting • pa-
perhanging, texture ceilings, 
walls, ceilings repaired. In­
sured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0627. 

SHCTOp^g 
Plumbing 

"One Trip Plumber" 
We Specialize in Repairs, 
Remolding, Replacement 
670 YWntonRd North 288-6987 

C A S S I D Y Plumbing and Heatng 
• Licensed, Bonded 
• Bathroom Remoking. 
• No Service Charges 
• Free Estimates 
• Senior Citizeo Discount 
11 Comfort St 

r.NY 232-2000 

Security Services 
PERSONAL, CAR & HOME 
security alarm products. 
Great gift ideas for, you and 
loved ones!- For more 
infor/demo: 716-234-0206, 
716-225-4282. 


