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le of reactions 1n diocese

By Rob Cullivan
Staff Writer

Diocesan Catholics effered a mix
of reactions to the Vatican’s declara-
tion that the inadmissibility of
women to the priesthood is a part of
the church’s infallibly taught de-
posit of faith.

For those who have long suppert-
ed women’s ordination, the state-
ment was greeted with dismay, cau-
tion and bewilderment.

Sister Patricia Schoelles, SS], pres-
ident of St. Bernard’s Institutein
Rochester, expressed anxiety over
how women in the church would ac-
cept the teaching,

"My dEepést concErn is how will
we pass on the Catholic faith to our
daughters and future generations of
women in a that will make ours
a credible church to belong to in the
future,” she said in a statement.

But those who supported the
church’s teaching that only men
may be priests welcomed the Vati-

- can’s Nov. 18 statement.

Michael J. Macaluso, events chair-
man of the Western New York Chap-
ter of Catholics United for the Faith,
noted that his lay organization
agreed with the Vatican statement.
He expressed concern, however,

- that women’s ordination supporters

may not let the issue rest and would
be unwilling to accept that the
blhty of women to the pnesthood as
infallibly taught.
“This is for all time,” he said of
But such certainty may lead to
problems for some Catholics, specu-
lated Sister Joan Sobala, SSJ, pas-
toral associate at St. Mary’s Church
in Rochester. She warned that the
pronouncement could be the final

straw for women who had remained
in the church with the hope that the
church . might someday ordain
women.

“I think many women will find
reason to move on, and that will be
sad,” she observed.

Sister Sobala emphasized, howev-
er, that she will not join any exodus
of .women’s ordination supporters
from the church.

“I am here for the long haul,” she
said.

There’s a role for
women and a role
for men in the
church.

Father William J. Cosgrove
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Other women’s ordination sup-
porters expressed concern about
what would happen to sacraments,
given the growing shortage of males
willing to be celibate priests.

“I am_mostly concerned about
how we, the church, will continue to

make the Eucharist, reconciliation
and anointing of the sick available as
we have fewer priests,” commented
Denise Mack, pastoral associate at
the parishes of St. Anne in Palmyra
and St. Gregory in Marion, in a

statement.

Despite such concerns, howcver,

one supporter of the church’s teach- .

ing, Father William J. Cosgrove, said
the Vatican’s statement should final-
ly end speculation about women'’s

ordination.

“There’s a role for women and a
role for men in the church,” said Fa-
ther Cosgrove, pastor of St. Do-
minic’s Church in Shortsville. '

He explained that he believes
women should be allowed to hold
any church position, including that
of diocesan chancellor, but he made
an exception for the priesthood. He
likened the role of the priest to that

" of a male head of a family.

“I think the priest exercises a cer-
tain paternal role in that function,”
Father Cosgrove -said; -noting ‘that
Chirist, as'a male, serves as head of
the church’s family.

Father Cosgrove also predicted
that support for women’s ordina-

~ tion would eventually wane among

the faithful, even though the debate
continues at this moment among
Catholics. ,
“I know it’s not over, but I think
it’s going to die eventually,” he said.
Many observers contended that
the Vatican ‘wanted to settle the is-
sue of women’s ordination once and
for all with this latest statement. Yet,
ironically, the manner in which the
teaching was declared “infallible”
may have created more confusion
than clarity among some of the
church’s faithful, a number of com-
mentators noted. .
_ Father Joseph A. Hart, associate

-professor of systematic theology at -

St. Bernard’s, said that there was no
indication the church’s barring of
women from the priesthood was
considered an infallible teaching
when the pope issued his May 1994,
letter, “On Reserving Priestly Ordi-

" nation to Men Alone.”
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papal infallibility and tﬁ'; ;fundameu"?

In a commentary issued in. W%g i Wgton Nov. 18 —
the same day as the new Vafican 5t3
DiNoia said an accompanying letter* rfront Cardinal

- Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of the Vatican’s doctrinal
congregauon, indicated that “the occasion for (the

Doctrinal expert explains Vatican reasons

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Dominican Father Gus
DiNoia; secretary for doctrine and pastoral practices
for the National Conference of Cathohc Blshops said
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-But, he said, it does rﬁle .sOllt a purel Ashsaplmar’ 'aggmsf’ﬁOmen,_  pri
“dep osnt of faith?™

0 say th 3t a teaching.about a pamcular sacra-
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document’s) issuance is the persistence of doubts
about the deﬁnitive character of ‘Ordinatio Sacerdo-

clongs te:the depositaf faith is to affirm that
it belongs to what the church has received from
Christ. Scriptures, doctrines, sacraments: in essence,
these are gifts which the church has received and must
guard. Here we can understand the point of saying

%*‘derstand that this teaching

Hzordination pertains to the
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Ordinatioh statement stirs

7 Have th pportumty to use their Godgnen gifts '
* ‘benefits everyone.
- The reaffirmation of this teaching is an oppor-
tunity for a retiewed reflection on the nature of
hoth the ministerial priesthood and on the com-
." mon priesthood of all the faithful, based on Bap-
.tism, It also reminds us that the most important
and fundamental Christian calling — the call to
a hoimess . is open to all, and that both women
N en of every state of life have been honored
y the hurch for answcrmg A
d T Contmued on page 14




