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Congregation issues ruling 
in form of concise statement 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - This is the text 
of the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith's response. 

• • • 
Reply to the "dubium" concerning the 

teaching contained in the apostolic letter 
"Ordinatio Sacerdotalis" ("On Reserving 
Priesdy Ordination to Men Alone"). 

Dubium: Whether die teaching that 
die church has no autiiority whatsoever 
to confer priesdy ordination on women, 
which is presented in die apostolic letter, 
"Ordinatio Sacerdotalis," to be held de­
finitively, is to be understood as belong­
ing to die deposit of die faith. 

Responsum: In the affirmative. 
This teaching requires definitive as­

sent, since, founded on die written word 
of God and from die beginning con-
standy preserved and applied in the tra­
dition of the church, it has been set forth 
infallibly by die ordinary and universal 
magisterium (cf. Second Vatican Council, 
Dogmatic Constitution on die Church, 
"Lumen Gentium," 25, 2). Thus, in die 
present circumstances, die Roman pon­
tiff, exercising his proper office of con­
firming die brethren (cf. Lk 22:32), has 
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handed on this same teaching by a for­
mal declaration, explicidy staring what is 
to be held always, everywhere, and by all, 
as belonging to the deposit of the faith. 

The sovereign pontiff John Paul II, at 
die audience granted to the undersigned 
cardinal prefect, approved diis reply, 
adopted in the ordinary session of this 
congregation, and ordered it to be pub­
lished. 

Rome, from the offices of the Congre­
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith, on 
die Feast of die Aposdes Ss. Simon and 
Jude, Oct. 28, 1995. 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, prefect. 
Tarcisio Bertone, Archbishop Emeri­

tus of Vercelli, secretary. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
File photo 

Women priests 
Continued from pagel 

The "dubium" posed was: "Whether 
die teaching diat the church has no au­
thority whatsoever to confer priesdy or­
dination on women, which is presented 
in the apostolic letter 'Ordinatio Sacer­
dotalis' to be held definitively, is to be 
understood as belonging to the deposit 
of faith." 

The congregation answered, "In die 
affirmative." It then followed widi an ex­
planation diat described die papal teach­
ing as part of the deposit of faidi set 
forth "infallibly." 

Bishop Pilla asked Catholics "who have 
questioned this teaching in die past ... 
now prayerfully to allow the Holy Spirit 
to fill you with die wisdom and under­
standing that will enable you to accept 
it." 

Declaration intended to resolve questions 
ByJohnThavis 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - In declaring that 
the all-male priesthood belongs to the 
deposit of faith and has been "infallibly" 
taught, the Vatican is aiming to shut the 
door on debate about women's ordina­
tion and slide a theological bolt across it. 

The statement, published Nov. 18 by 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faidi, is die strongest effort yet to end 
discussion of the issue. 

The text took an already authoritative 
teaching by Pope John Paul II and pre­
sented it as even more final. It appeared 
only a year and a half after the pope de­
livered what he described as die church's 
"definitive" position on die matter. 

Why, then, was die statement needed? 
One reason, is diat the teaching has 

continued to be openly questioned by 
many faithful and some tiieologians. 

In recent weeks, for example, more 
than a million German Catholics signed 
a petition calling for women "priests and 
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other changes in the church. Opinion 
polls elsewhere have shown that substan­
tial percentages of Catholics support the 
idea of women priests. 

In a much-publicized case in Novem­
ber, a 65-year-old woman said she was or­
dained a priest in the "underground 
church" when Czechoslovakia was under 
communism. The Vatican said die ordi­
nation would have 'been invalid; the 
woman said she would continue her bat-
de for women's ordination. 

Meanwhile, diere have been increasing 
calls to explore the possibility of ordain­
ing women as deacons. The Vatican con­
siders this a separate issue that merits 
careful study, but in the minds of some it 
would be an opening toward ordaining 
women as priests. 

Faced with all these questions and 
challenges, the Vatican could either ig­
nore them or spodight Its message. It 
chose the spodight. i 

In using terms like "deposit of faith" 
and "infallible," die Vatican was speaking 
as much to the average Catholic as to 
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theologians. 
"A lot of people have come to believe 

that until it is defined as infallible by a 
solemn act of the pope, a doctrine of the 
church can be subject to any type of in­
terpretation,'' said Father Rino Fisichella, 
a professor of theology at Rome's Pontif­
ical Gregorian University, writing in the 
Italian Catholic newspaper Awenire. 

He said the critical reaction to the 
pope's 1994 apostolic letter, "On Reserv­
ing Priesdy Ordination to Men Alone," 
was worrisome for that reason. With dis­
senting voices echoing loudly in the mass 
media, a climate of uncertainty was being 
kept alive, he said. 

In contrast, the doctrinal congrega­
tion stressed diat the all-male priesthood 
could never change. And by saying the 
teaching was founded in Christ's own 
words and actions it set up the natural 
consequence: No dissent is allowed. 

According to Fadier Fisichella, diat 
means refusing to accept this doctrine 
would bring one "outside the commu­
nion of the Catholic Church." 

Did You Know? 
When a death occurs out of 

town, many additional details arise 
that must be dealt with. 

Upon notification of a death, 
the staff at Bartolomeo Funeral 
Home Inc., regardless of the dis­
tance will arrange for all necessary 
details in the most professional 
manner. 

You can be confident that all of 
your concerns will be met with the 
same dignity.and respect that have 
become our benchmark since 1922. 

Presented by 

Bartolomeo Funeral 
Home Inc. 

1425 Lexington Avenue, 
Rochester, NY 14606 
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