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Youths affirm vision despite violence 
Since we celebrate our national Thanks

giving feast this week, I begin by offering 
my best wishes to you and your loved 
ones. I hope that the weekend will be a 
happy and peaceful one for all of you. 
And I hope that this holiday time will find 
all of us naming and thanking God for the 
blessings in our lives. 

My own efforts in this regard begin 
with a remembrance of the wonderful 
young people I met over the weekend in 
Minneapolis at the National Catholic 
Youth Convention. They came from all 
over our nation to share and celebrate 
their faith, and, especially, to take a stand 
against the violence that is so much a part 
of our lives. 

It was my great pleasure to participate 
at a working table with young people from 
the dioceses of Memphis, Little Rock, 
Philadelphia, Kansas City, Miami, Sioux 
Falls, Jefferson City and New Orleans. 
They were bright, articulate young men 
and women who were very much open to 
one another's ideas and experiences. 

I would have appreciated their easy 
openness to one another under any cir
cumstances. But I valued it the more in 
view of the fact that their initial task — 
not an easy one! — was to speak about 
their experiences of violence in their lives 
and/or in the lives of people close to 
them. 

The kids at my table came from small 

towns, rural areas, suburbs and cities. Not 
one of them had any trouble at all in nam
ing the violence in their lives. 

No | one of them had been unaffected 
by it. You will understand that it was no 
easy task for these young people to speak 
about such things. You also will under
stand that the challenge was made easier 
by the respectful hearing they offered to 
one another. 

Their honest sharing reminded me of 
that which had taken place at our Dioce
san Youth Convention in Geneva on the 
first weekend of August. There our young 
people, preparing for the Minneapolis 
event, were equally candid about their ex
perience of violence in the communities 
of our 12-county area. 

They, as did the participants at our 
table in Minneapolis, made me aware that 
none of our communities is violence-free. 
The violence may be quieter, more hidden 
in some communities than it is in others. 

But it is everywhere. 
If you would like to put that statement 

to the test, I invite you to sit down in a re
laxed setting with some high school stu
dents and ask them to tell you about physi
cal or verbal . iolence as they experience it 
in their own lives or as they are aware of it 
in the lives of their friends. My guess is 
that you will find it an enlightening con
versation. , 

Notwithstanding the sobering content 
of much of the conversation at the youth 
convention, I came away from the gather
ing with a renewed sense of hope and 
some optimism about the future. That's 
because the young people who gathered 
there have a vision of what the world can 
be like, and much imagination and resolve 
to bring to the task of reducing violence 
in our society. 

They know that the task will not be easy 
for many reasons. But they also have 
strong faith in the power of Christ's love 
and in our capacity, if we live in that love, 
to accomplish the impossible. 

All of those young people are one rea
son I am happy for this national day of 
Thanksgiving, which invites us to be grate
ful in some specific way for the many gifts 
by which God gives us life, strengthens 
our hope and allows us to think about to
morrow with joy. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Peace to all. 

Placing a classified ad in the 
Courier is as easy as dialing 

7 1 6 - 3 2 8 - 4 3 4 0 . 
Just one call to our advertising 

department is all it takes. We'll put 
you in touch with more than 50,000 

families in the diocese. 

Call and say "hello" to 
Courier Classifieds today! 

HfehQass 
TV l^O U R IS 

Beauty & the Beast Feb. io, \m 
Orchestra seats and deluxe sit-down dinner at Como's 
$135 p.p., all ind. Limited seating 

AUStraBa TOUT March 7-25,1996 
17 days from Cairns to Sydney. Escorted by Mr. Sal Orsi. 
"Australia: Beautiful one day, more perfect the next" Tour. 
Great Barrier Reef/ 6 Islander.. 

Atlantic Gty Weekend April 19-21,1996 
Myrtle Beach May 26-june 1,1996 
Alaska Cruise & Tour Aug. 31- sept 10,1996 
Cruise (he Carnival Tropicals. Denali National Park Via the 
Mckinley Explorer Domed Rail Cars/ Denali Tour, 
Anchorage Tour/Port of Call, Sitka, Skagway, Juneau, 
Ketchikan, Cruising Inside Passage & Cruising College Fjord 
& Columbia Glacier & much more. 

1-800-647-9032 • (716) 247-9032 

VCcmine Attracticns 
The Birth of Jesus 
A Christmas Coloring Book 
Publication Dates: Dec 7th 
Advertising Deadline: Nov. 21st 

New to the Courier, 
this special section • 
will explain the 
nativity in terms chil
dren will understand 
and enjoy. This keep
sake coloring book 
will offer children a 
special look at the 
true meaning of the 
Christmas season. 

Spirituality 
Publication Date: Dec. 14th 
Advertising Deadline: Nov. 30th 
As we await the rebirth of Christ in our 

hearts, the Courier 
presents a special 
section focusing on 
ways in which indi
viduals can grow in 
their spiritual devel
opment. Among the 
options to be dis-

|' cussed are retreats, 
reading and study 
programs. 

Each week the Catholic Courier is delivered to more than 50,000 homes through
out the 12-county Diocese of Rochester. When you advertise in the Courier, you will 
introduce your organization to more 
than 85,000 readers. 

For more information or to place 
your ad, call your sales representative 
or the Courier's advertising depart
ment at 716-3284340. 

Catholic Courier 
Weekly newspaper of the Rochester Diocese 

1150 Buffalo RoadBRochester, NY 14624 
Phone 716-328-4340»Fax: 716-328-8640 

HOW DO 
CREMATION SERVICES DIFFER? 

A cremation service, if this is your wish, need not be 
substantially different from a traditonal funeral. 

The details of the service are, as always, entirely the 
choice of die family. But visitation, with an open or 
closed casket present, and final commital at the 
cemetery can all be part of a funeral with cremation. 

We have more information on this subject for you, 
if you would like to give us a call or write us. We'd be 
pleased to help you. 

THURSTON FUNERAL HOME INC. 
2636 Ridgeway Ave., Rochester, NY 14626, 227-2700 

"Finally!! 
"The music you've been asking for is here" 
"All new recording...over 50 minutes of beautiful music... 
...exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Wells..." 

Here I Am. Lord Be Not Afraid 

On Eagle's Wings 
Praver of St Francis Hosea 

And Many More!!! Not Sold in Stores 

Mail check or money order with the form below: 
Make Check payable to: 
Golden Lyre Records compact Disc 
PO Box 1100 Cassette Tape 
West Acton, MA 01720 Shipping/Handling 

Total Enclosed 
Please Print: 
Name 

Qty. Price 
$15.95 
$12.95 

Total 

$2.95 

Address_ 

City State _Zip. 

ORDER BY DECEMBER 1ST FOR CHRISTMAS 
100% 30-day money back guarantee RNY 


