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Food 
Continued from page 1 
anticipates further reductions in pro­
grams that are already suffering. For 
instance, the federal Temporary 
Emergency Food Assistance Program has 
dwindled from $300 million in 1992 to 
$25 million in 1995. TEFAP currently 
provides Food Bank of the Southern Tier 
with staples such as rice, corn meal, 
flour, butter, cheese, canned fruits, veg­
etables, meats and frozen foods. 

At the state level, other major suppli­
ers of the Tier food bank are the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program and the Nutrition Outreach 
and Education Program. Contracts are 
signed for SNAP and NOEP through 
June of 1996, according to Tony Barbara, 
executive director of Catholic Charities 
of die Southern Tier. 

Yet Barbaro said that "money is com­
ing in slowly" and "there's a little bit of 
paranoia" about whether these programs 
will exist beyond June. 

Farrer explained there is no guarantee 
that block-granting will continue provid­
ing the same level of assistance he cur­
rently receives from federal resources. 

"I don't know what die state will do 
with the money, because there won't be 
any guidelines," said Farrer, whose food 
bank is a member organization of 
Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier. 

Christopher Wilkins, parish and com­
munity development coordinator at 
Finger Lakes Social Ministry, is equally 
skeptical about the block-granting plan. 

"The major shift in the landscape 
when you talk about block-granting is 
that the feds say, 'Look, state. Here's a 
pot of money and when it's gone, that's it 
— even if you're entitled,"' Wilkins said. 

Giovina Caroscio, executive director of 
Finger Lakes Social Ministry, said she, 
also, has detected signs of further budget 
cuts. She recently received notification 
from the state's Nutrition Consortium 
saying her ministry's annual budget to 
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Tony Barbara, executive director of Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier, is 
concerned that government funding for Food Bank of the Southern Tier will be 
severely reduced by the middle of next year. 

promote the Nutritional Outreach 
Program will likely be reduced from 
$60,000 to approximately $50,000. The 
program assists people hi getting on 
food stamps, and also helps provide 
meals for young children and teenagers. 

The ominous winds, of change have 
Caroscio bracing for a crisis situation, 
she said. 

"The anticipation is that it's only-going 
to get worse," Caroscio commented. 

Similarly, Farrer felt the necessity to 
launch a direct-mail fundraising appeal 
across the Southern Tier in August. He 
stated in his letter, "We are in a very dif­
ficult predicament due to legislative 
issues beyond our control." 

"The message for Catholic Charities 
and food pantries throughout the land is 
to shore up the safety nets, because 
they're eroding," Barbaro said. 

Jack Balinsky, diocesan Catholic 

Charities director, is concerned that the 
cuts will especially hurt people unable to 
work, such as children, the elderly and 
the mentally disabled. 

"We need to retain entitlement for 
those groups," Balinsky said. However, 
he feels the federal government propos­
als "are basically undoing a program of 
entitlement in this country that we've had 
for the past 60 years." 

Yet rather than continuing to lament, 
Foodlink's Ferraro suggested dropping 
"the sky is falling" attitudes and moving 
forward. For example, he said the budget 
cuts should signal a call for citizens with 
sufficient income to increase their dona­
tions of money and volunteer time for 
uiose living below the poverty line. 

"I at least have enough confidence in 
the American society that we're not 
going to let people starve, regardless of 
the mechanics," Ferraro said. 

"It's incumbent on all of us, at this 
point, to think creatively," agreed Joe 
Buttigieg, associate director for Catholic 
Charities in die New York State Catholic 
Conference. 

Buttigieg feels that hunger cannot sim­
ply be wiped away by making public wel­
fare programs available. 

"Right now we're very good at mailing 
checks, but not very good at providing 
services," he said. 

Other people, however, say the federal 
government is removing itself from its 
basic duties by shifting the burden of 
hunger to groups such as social-ministry 
organizations. 

"Our system was not set up to be a per­
manent system," Farrer said. "It was 
meant to be an emergency service." 

"The government is supposed to be a 
government of the people, by the and for 
the people. But it's a government of the 
powerful, by the powerful and for the 
powerful," Sister Miller declared. "The 
poor are completely left out and the gov­
ernment does not care. I just see our 
numbers increasing, people coming in 
with real desperation. They'll be fighting 
for food" 

"What I see is an abdication of die gov­
ernment providing for the common 
good," Caroscio added. "They're looking 
for scapegoats — for people to blame 
because they don't want to take the 
responsibility." 

Michael Ruggiero, director of St. 
Peter's Kitchen in Rochester, said that no 
single faction should be held accountable 
for such a complex dilemma. 

"I think, personally, it's a shared 
responsibility," Ruggiero commented. 

Regardless of whom die onus should 
fall upon, Ferraro pointed out that 
hunger in America is a problem nobody 
has yet managed to eliminate. That reali­
ty alone, he reasoned, warrants a call for 
alternative tactics. 

"I don't feel good about what I've 
accomplished in all these years, because 
it hasn't worked," Ferraro said. "So I'm 
willing to try something new." 

Announcements 
ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Help Wanted 
CHILD/ELDER CARE: 
Generations seeks qualified 
staff for innovative intergenera-
tional center. F/T and P/T. 
Competitive wages/benefits. 2. 
locations. Apply 230 Coldwater 
Rd., 14624. 716-247-3490. 

FACTORY DIRECT: Americas 
newest, best and fastest grow­
ing business concept. Work at 
home, low risk, high income 
potential. Call now for free 
information. 1-800-640-6352. 

Help Wanted 

PARISH MINISTRY 
COORDINATOR 
To work with estab­

lished, diversified groups. 
Keyboard and vocal skills 
required. 

Send resume to: 
Search Committee 

St. Bernadette Parish 
5930 S Abbott Rd. 

Orchard Park, NY 14127 
FAX: 716-649-0211 

HOME HEALTH AIDES 
Your safety counts with us. If you are 
witling to accept work, we have many 

hours, shifts, and good locations. -
Become eligible, for super benefits pkg. 

Gean^ caring^environment 
w/ 24 hr. nurse support 

Apply in person: 1570 East Avenue 
Weekdays, 2 to 5. 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Large eastern Monroe-county parish is accepting 

applications for full-time business manager. 
Successful candidate will have bookkeeping, 

payroll, accounting, computer, supervisory and 
non-profit experience. Compensation and benefits 
according to diocesan scale. 

For consideration, submit resume to: 
Pastor, St. Ambrose Church 

25 Empire Blvd., Rochester, NY 14609 
eoe 

Help Wanted-Part Time Appliance Repair 
MARKET RESEARCH-PERMA­
NENT FT POSITION collecting 
weekly scanner and promotional 
information in area stores; flexible 
hours M-Th; full training and 
mileage. Please call information 
Resources 1-800-988-6206. 

Musical Instruments 

FOR SALE- Hammond 
Electronic Organ 

Elegante Model 340 
2-61 Note Keyboards 

25 Pedals 
Appraised S 14,000 

Asking S 7X100 
(716) 425-3956 • 425-2068 

I 

Wanted to Buy 

rrltarilp'fi Antique* 
Top cash paid for old wood fur­
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling; crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

Apartments Unfurnished 

MI0T0WN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50/ AND OLDER. 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 

Studio $299 One Bedroom $359 
All utilities included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Mass Sendees 
475 East Broad St 546-3650 

We Make 
House Calls J 

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR 
724WintonRd.N. 

716482-6111 

Electricians 

Afe NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRCAL NEEDS 
Fully licensed & insured 

107 ROUGE ROAD 
3344350 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort 
Heating •& Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
4244848 

Masonry 

A 
865-4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY 4 CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

Moving & Hauling Plumbing 

K-D Moving 
gjjand Storagelnc 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 4734357 

"One Trip Plumber" 
We Specialize in Repairs, 
RemokSng, Replacement 

870 Wbiton Rd. North 28»6997 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR. Painting, 
basement wall repair, gutter 
cleaning, home repairs. 
716-323-2876. 

BURG-MASTER Painting -
paperhanging, texture ceilings, 
walls, ceilings repaired. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

CASSIDY Hunting and Heefing 
Licensed, Bonded 

• Bathroom Remoking^H^Bj 
•No Sen/ice Charges 
•Free Estimates 
• Senior Citizen Discount 
11 Comfort St 
Rochester, NY 232-2000 

BERNARD K. BAYER & SON 

Master Painters \ _ L W ' V 
Painting & Wallpaper A !\ 

Wood Finishing and Gutters 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 
Est 1952 (716)381-0812 

Security Services 
PERSONAL, GAR 4 HOME 
security, .alarm products. 
Great gift ideas for, you and 
loved 'ones! For more 
inf or/demo: 716-234:0206, 

-7:16-225.-4282. 

663-7360 
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