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COLUMNISTS

THIS AD
Honeymoon gift with every package
716-889-9090

Open Evenings and Weekends
CLIA, Accredited Cruise Counsellors

Egjoy your Gucsts,
We'll do the Rest

(716) 3855773

2279 Clifford Ave.
(near Culver)

FURNI ®T yRE
A Great Place for Getting Started
436-5129

1461 BUFFALO RD. at Howard

IRISH WEDDING
BANDS

JEWEL‘RY & GIFTS
by e #’;‘é‘a&&'&*’;ﬂ
' 2239070

2251050

HOMEMADE CANDIES
Wedding Candy Specialties
Open Dally 10 -6
623 Park Avenue

Free Wedding Planning Workshop

Two hour workshop Includes pianning workbook | |

Call today for next available date
266-5472

1020 Maple Street 436-2112

» WEDDINGS * RECEPTIONS » SHOWERS
+» BANQUETS  MEETINGS
Coordinating memorable events for over 50 years.

BRASSERIE
For private, intimate parties
- up.to 150 people.
Eastman Place - 387 E. Main St.
232-3350

Receptions ¢ Rehearsals » Showers
Accommodations to 300 Guests
(716) 546 2490 1400 Mldtown ower
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Last week I became involved in an ' around us or use in our homes — all | influenced by the individualism that visit
interesting conversation about the place these are important for us because | colors our entire way of life. We have to pose
of “order” in current church practice. they foster and depict God’s self-com- | guard against the many temptations that in th
. The gentlemen who spoke with me munication to us and our free accep- | the heightened individualism of our cul- ordil
cxpressed the opinion that there seems the tance of this self-communication. ture waves before us, and this certainly is age,
to be a lack of emphasis on obedience in moral For us Catholics, our faith — our rela- | the case in our attempts to live our faith, I
today’s religious "education of adults. P tionship with God — is always commu- | too. Some of these temptations may tracl
This lack of stress on obedience can llfe - nal. That is, it is always rooted in the | -indeed encourage us to diminish the knov
potentially lead to a lack of order in the community of faith. Faith for us is medi- | importance of the need for authority in D
church. : ated through the community of the | church life. Ame
The context of our conversation wasa | [t Sl RN SRR SSJ - church. Our encounters with God are Still, I think it is a mistake to put am
class in which we discussed the meaning . not simply individual encounters, but | either obedience or “order” at the heart ther
of “faith.” I had opted to use the follow- always occéir within the context of the | of the Catholic belief system. All that we becz
ing definition: “Faith is a gift of God by commuynity. Thus for us, the mystery of | call Catholic ought to exist because it azin
which we freely accept God’s self-com- | faith. All that we believe, teach, cele- | the church plays a significant part in all | fosters relationship with God — individ- out (
munication in Christ.” brate and do as individual believers and | our theology, in the formulation of doc- | ually and corporately. Even our obedi- one
That definition firmly situates faith | as a church community, all that we | trine, in our pastoral practice, our | ence and our attempts to order our indi- T
where it belongs: as a gift of God. It also | adopt as institutional practice, exists to | meoral vision and our devotional life. vidual and communal lives ought to be ing
recognizes that we respond to God’s gift | serve and express this “self communica- - So for us, all that comes to be pro- | directed at fostering faith, and not vice also
and cannot ourselves initiate or control | tion of God,” which we “freely accept.” | claimed and lived as a chiirch institution | versa. pop
it. In addition, it amplifies the particular Thus all of our community build- | is important for our faith. But it is Faith is a living reality, so it must the
nature of our faith in God as Christian, | ing, our rituals, spirituality, intellectu- | important to recognize that all our prac- | adapt to new and living situations. Our yet
and it gives clear emphasis to the fact | al formulations, moral decisions, are | tices, doctriries, rituals, devotions, prac- | expressions of faith and our manner of Am
that faith establishes a relationship | built on the foundation of faith. The | tices and beliefs take their existence and | living it also must adapt to living situa- gra
between the believer and God. That is, | expressions of Catholicism that corne | meaning because of their relation to the | tions of real people. Today, there is’ V
faith is not simply intellectual assent toa | to be important parts of our lives, | selfcommunication of God to us in | much we might say better about both evel
given body of wuth-statements. For us, | including meaningful stories and pas- | Christ, and our response to it. This is | obedience to authority and the ordering fles
faith is relational and gives rise to arela- | sages from Scripture, prayers and | true of the structures of organization | of our church structures. But these real- par
tionship with God. readings we like and repeat often, | and the type of order that we construet | ities, like all other aspects of church life, Ner
Faith is the absolute foundation of | favorite devotions, books and speak- | for the church as well. must support our growth in faith, and arti
verything else in the Christian life and | ers, holy pictures and images we keep Obviously, we in the United States are | not vice versa. . Cat
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Yt Ca MANSON NEWS DISTRIBUTORS Fe
WEDDING CAKES - SWEETS TABLES 634 South Ave . Rocn . NY the
COOKIE TRAYS - ITALIAN PASTRIES 244 3880 tif
1352 Culver Rd. (nw Metdlants) 4824080 las
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482-1130 o
Wedding Cakes, Cookie Trays th
and Sdweets Table |
2267 Clifford Ave., Rochester, NY 14609 | “Make Your Special Day A Memorable One” fai
3 Banquet Rooms |
11713 LYELL AVENUE ROCHESTER, NY 1 pPr
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SELECTED 7-DAY CAROLYN'S CREW th
"CRUISES WHEN B .. i s, ot S5l & Kibeny Al n
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