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Trend is toward 'management priests' 
Back in the 1930s, '40s, and '50s, 

there was a breed of Catholic clergy in 
the United States known as "labor 
priests." They functioned as chaplains to 
labor unions, encouraged and support­
ed the organizing efforts of a largely 
Catholic work force, served on state and 
national boards of arbitration and medi­
ation, and ran so-called labor schools to 
teach Catholic workers and union lead­
ers their rights under the civil law as 
well as in the official teaching of their 
church, transmitted principally through 
the social encyclicals. 

By the 1960s and 70s, the focus had 
shifted away from the declining heavy 
industries of the Middle West and Mid-
Atlantic states (the so-called "rust belt") 
to the plight of the migrant workers in 
California and the American Southwest, 
under a charismatic leader named Cesar 
Chavez. 

These labor priests included such fig­
ures as Msgr. Charles Owen Rice of 
Pittsburgh; Msgr. J o h n Monagban of 
New York; Bishop Francis Haas of 
G r a n d Rapids (originally a priest of 
Milwaukee); Jesuit Fathers Louis 
Toomey of New Orleans, Philip Carey of 
New York, William Smith of Jersey City, 
Leo Brown of St. Louis, and Mortimer 
Gavin of Boston; Fathers Raymond 
Clancy of Detroit, Eugene Boyle of San 
Francisco (an early supporter of 
Chavez), and John Corridan of New 
York (the priest depicted in the Marlon 
Brando film "On the Waterfront"); and 

essays in 
theology 

Msgr. John A. Ryan, Father^ Raymond 
McGowan, and Msgr. George Higgins — 
all of the old National Catholic Welfare 
Conference in Washington, D.C. 

I should be remiss if I did not single 
out a fellow diocesan, Joseph Donnelly, 
the late auxiliary bishop of Hartford, 
who served for many years as chairman 
of the state board of mediation in 
Connecticut and then as chairman of 
the U.S. Catholic bishops' Ad Hoc 
Committee on Farm Labor during the 
time of the grape boycott. Msgr. 
Higgins, however, remains today the 
most persistent,and eloquent voice for 
justice in the American workplace, 
including even Catholic hospitals. Ever 
since my days as a seminarian (a consid­
erable number of years ago!), I have 
regarded George Higgins as an exem­
plary priest. I know him today to be also 
among the wisest and best-informed. 

In his book, Organized Labor and the 

Church: Reflections of a "Labor Priest", 
published by Paulist Press in 1993, 
Higgins expressed his concern that the 
Catholic Church "stands in danger of 
losing forever its tradition of coopera­
tion with organized labor." 

Whether the danger is real or not, it 
is unmistakably clear that the category 
of Catholic clergy once known as "labor 
priests" has practically disappeared 
from the national scene. At the same 
time, the labor union movement has 
declined precipitously in membership 
and influence, and an increasingly well-
off Catholic community identifies less 
and less with its aims and purposes. 

More than that, there are signs of an 
opposite trend — away from the phe­
nomenon of "labor priests" to that of 
"management priests" allied with some 
high-profile laymen. 

Their numbers may still be small, but 
their financial support is not. They run 
institutes that are privately endowed by 
politically conservative, often anti-union 
backers. They write, lecture, hold con­
ferences, and publish newsletters on 
behalf of the American capitalist sys­
tem, even though die last time anyone 
looked, there weren't very many people 
out there trying to attack it or bring it 
crashing down. 

Their basic message, recycled over 
and over since the 19th century, is that 
the government that governs least gov­
erns best. They support generous tax 
breaks for business, even if at the 

expense of poorer citizens, on the 
grounds that productivity, fueled by the 
profit-motive, will cure most of society's 
ills. What isn't cured by the unfettered 
exercise of die free enterprise system 
can and should be taken care of by pri­
vate charity, especially the churches. 

But the churches, including especially 
the Catholic Church and its many social 
service agencies, insist that they are in 
no position to take up the slack created 
by the proposed withdrawal of the fed­
eral government from its traditional 
responsibilities. Their resources are 
already stretched to the limits. 

That may be one of die reasons why 
some enlightened and socially conscious 
American bishops encouraged the pope 
to sound an alarm during his recent visit 
to the United States. He declared that 
America cannot morally afford to 
become a nation indifferent to its inter­
national and social responsibilities, par­
ticularly to immigrants and die poor. 

The new "management priests" and 
their lay allies, however, have never 
approved of the U.S. Catholic bishops' 
social teachings, particularly tiieir 1986 
pastoral letter on the U.S. economy. 
Indeed, one of them even tried to argue 
that the pope's 1991 encyclical 
Centesimus Annus was a kind of repu­
diation of that pastoral letter. 

When later challenged by Msgr. 
Higgins to prove his case through a com­
parative analysis of die two texts, he 
declined. No wonder. 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Card of Thanks 

THANKS TO ST ANTHONY for 
favors received. NER 

Help Wanted 

CHILD/ELDER CARE: 
Generations seeks qualified 
staff for innovative intergenera-
tional center. F/T and P/T. 
Competitive wages/benefits. 2 
locations. Apply 230 Coldwater 
Rd., 14624.716-247-3490. 

FACTORY DIRECT: America's 
* newest, best and fastest grow­
ing business concept. Work at 
home, low risk, high income 
potential. Call now for free infor­
mation. 1-800-640-6352. 

Help Wanted 
Part Time 

Wanted to Buy 

EMPLOYMENT 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Large eastern Monroe-county parish is accepting 

applications for full-time business manager. 
Successful candidate will have bookkeeping, 

payroll, accounting, computer, supervisory and 
non-profit experience. Compensation and benefits 
according to diocesan scale. 

For consideration, submit resume to: 
Pastor, St. Ambrose Church 

25 Empire Blvd., Rochester, NY 14609 
eoe 

MARKET RESEARCH-PER­
MANENT PT POSITION col­
lecting weekly scanner and 
promotional information in 
area stores; flexible hours M-
Th; full training and mileage. 
Please call Information 
Resources 1-800-988-6206. 

Situations Wanted 

COMPANION AIDE: Available 
for elderly; evenings, week­
ends or live-in. Call days, 
716/461-9464. 

Musical Instruments 

fflstSprii gtattpea; 
Top cash paid for old wood fur­
niture, clocks, glass and china,, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

Home Improvement 

At, MEYVIS SR. Masonry 
repairs. Brick steps, sidewalks, 
repair, etc. 35 yrs. exp. 
Reasonable. 716-323-1007. 

Masonry 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

BURG-MASTER Painting -
paperhanging, texture ceilings, 
walls, ceilings repaired. Insured, 
powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

Electricians 

Ale NOLAN 
r*£ ELECTRIC 
FOR ALL YOUR ELECTOCAL NEEDS 

Fully licensed & insured 
107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 
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A 
AMERICAN 
MASONRY •> CHIMNEY 

865-4170 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

AU. MASONRY W X K 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

G r a n d a d d y ' s 
Handyman Service 

Painting, wallpapering, 
house cleaning, yard work, 
^>K small repairs *C 

>J Art . 4S8-1329 \ Art 
Mch 

458-1329 
247-1342 

Plumbing 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

FOR SALE- Hammond 
Electronic Organ 

Elegante Model 340 
2-61 Note Keyboards^* 

25 Pedals ( f i j 
Appraised S 14,000 LJ 

Asking S 7.000 
(716) 425-3956 • 425-2068 

I 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family-Owned & Operated 
4244848 

K-D Movina 
and Storagelnc 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 473-1357 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR. Painting, 
basement wall repair, gutter 
cleaning, home repairs. 
716-323-2876. 

'PtuMttiMQ.'JitC 
"One Trip Plumber" 

We Specialize in Repairs, 
Remolding, Replacement 

870 WintonRd. North 288-6997 

CASSiDY Plumbing and Healing 
• Licensed, Bonded ^ ^ ^ _ 
• Bathroom Remoidng^^^^B 
•No Service Charges J M M f f 
• Free Estimates " w 

• Senior Citizen Discount 
11 Comfort St 
Rochester, NY 232-2000 
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USE THE GOUBIER CLASSIFIEDS TODAY! 
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Mail il coupon with appropriate payment—to: Catholic Courier Classifieds, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester̂  NYrl462%// „- • 

Number of words Ni«n|er of weeks ad is to run Amount enclosed " *', ,.: -'" 

Classified Advertising Rates 
Texfcqitfy classifieds ads cost $11,50 for the 'fitjst.'!§:', 

words, 75 cents per additional word. Boxed ads start ai_x 

$22.50 per column inch (certain discounts apply), ! < T * 
To place your ad. Call 716/328-4340 between $ $ £ % : 

and 4:30p.m. "Monday-Friday. Deadline is noon; Frid|^ &»| 
following issue. . %•'•'"' *••:/; 

Or niailln the coupon wit& the approppatepayraent 
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