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Workers 
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Wilkins pointed out that the diocese's 
estimated 6,500 migrant farmworkers do 
the work the most citizens won't do — 
including citizens who are poor. He cited 
surveys that indicated'only 12 percent of 
the state's current welfare recipients, for 
example, would be willing to harvest fruit 
and vegetables for a living. 

"They don't take away jobs," he said. 
"They do jobs." 

Ironically, Wilkins noted, migrants 
may be working at jobs most citizens 
don't want, but they receive few of the 
labor-law protections most citizens take 
for granted. For example, migrants are 
not protected by New York's collective 
bargaining laws, he said, and receive no 
overtime pay. Meanwhile, many of the 
state's health and safety laws diat cover 
business and industry are not applicable 
to the state's farms under current state 
law. 

Wilkins spends a portion of his time 
working with parishes and agencies in 
the Finger Lakes region on behalf of 
migrant farmworkers who often need 
help obtaining warm clothes, food, med-

S. John Wllkln/Staff photographer 
Everett Hobart (left) said he is trying to let migrant workers know that the 
Catholic Church is willing to reach out to them. 

ical assistance and, occasionally, advice 
on how to deal with the law. 

Not all farmworkers suffer unjust labor 
conditions, or inhumane bosses. Indeed, 
a number of Catholic migrant ministry 
workers told the Catholic Courier that 

some farm owners they regularly dealt 
with were exemplary in their treatment 
of their workers, and that many farmers 
were more than happy to cooperate with 
ministry volunteers in their visits to the 
camps. 

at a Catholic mission for just $10 a month 

D his is Conchita. She lives in 
Guatemala in a one-room 
house with a tin roof, a 
dirt floor and no electrici
ty. Only four years old, 
she must help her 

mother carry water for cooking 
and bathing. She gets very 
tired but finds little comfort on 
her stiff wooden bed with a 
straw mattress. Because her 
father earns only $25 per 
month as a day laborer, there is 
no money for playthings, and 
even basic necessities are a 
luxury to her family of six. 

But there is hope! 
You can help one very poor child like 

Conchita through Christian Foundation 
for Children and Aging (CFCA), a Catholic 
sponsorship program assisting needy children at 
Catholic mission sites around the world. 

For as little as $10 a month, only 33 cents a day, you 
can help a poor child receive nourishing food, medical care, 
the chance to go to school and hope for a brighter future. 
You can literally change a life! 

Through CFCA, you can sponsor a 
child" with the amount you can afford. 

Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to 
provide a child with the life-chang
ing benefits of sponsorship*. But 
if this is not possible for you, we 
invite you to do what you can. 

CFCA works hand-in-hand 
with dedicated, trusted 
Catholic missionaries and lay 
leaders who know their com
munities and labor tirelessly to 
improve conditions for needy 
children and their families. Your 

sponsorship dollars help them 
do the work Jesus has called us 

to do. 
When you become a sponsor 

you receive a photo of your child, 
their personal family history, a descrip

tion of the country where your child lives, 
and the CFCA newsletter. Your new friend 

will write you - and you may write them as often 
as you like. But most of all, you have the satisfaction of 
helping a child in need. 

Please don't miss this opportunity to make a difference. 

Sponsor a child today! 

Catholic 
Child 

Sponsorship 

/ 
401 . 

Yes, I'll help one child at a Catholic mission site: 
J Boy 3 Girl • Teenager • Boy/Girl in most need 

My monthly pledge is: 
3$10 :j$15 3$20 Q$25 QOther$ 

I will contribute: 
3 monthly Q quarterly • semi-annually • annually 

Enclosed is my first contribution of $ 

J Bill-my first sponsorship payment to my credit card: 

Q S Q S I Credit Card No. -

Exp. Date 

• I cannot sponsor now, but I enclose my gift of $ 

• Please send me more information about sponsorship *°^ 

FOUNDED AND DIRECTED BY CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE 

Name 
(please print) 

Address 

City/State/Zip. 

Phone ( 

Send to: 
Christian Foundation for 

Children and Aging (CFCA) 
c/o Catholic Courier 

1150 Buffalo Rd. • Rochester, NY • 14624-1899 
for more info,, call Ray at (716) 328-4340 

Member: U.S. Catholic Mission Association. National Catholic 
Development Conference, Catholic Network of Volunteer Service, 

National Catholic CounciHor Hispanic Ministry. 
Financial report avaBat* on raquaaV Dotation* may b» U.S. ta«-oaductMa 

On the other hand, Father Robert 
Kreckel, pastor of St. Mary's of the Lake 
Parish in Ontario, noted that even if 
diere were problems, the vast majority of 
migrant farmworkers would be unwilling 
to tell even a trusted church worker about 
diem. 

"They don't want to complain to us 
because they don't want to lose their 
jobs," he said. 

At die end of die day, die condition of 
migrant farmworkers — whetiier they are 
well-treated or not — directly challenges 
die diocesan church to live up to Christ's 
command to value those persons often 
overlooked by society, according to 
Wilkins. 

"These are the people who have 
nobody," Wilkins said. "If we are to 
remain who we are, then we have to 
speak out strongly on behalf of die immi
grants." 

In particular, Wilkins explained, the 
rights and lives of migrant farmworkers 
must become a church priority as the 
nation reconsiders its commitment to 
both federally funded social welfare pro
grams and to die concerns of immi
grants. 

"My sense is as die federal devolution 
of responsibility continues to die states ... 
immigrants and farmworkers and non-
citizens are going to have to suffer an 
even lower priority level dian diey have 
in die past," he said. 

The diocese has made efforts on 
behalf of migrant farmworkers, especial
ly since die 1970s, according to die 
Regional Hispanic Pastoral Ministry Plan 
published this year .by the diocese's 
Regional Hispanic Ministry Group. 

The plan listed die counties of Wayne, 
Yates and Ontario as focal points of 
diocesan farmworker ministry. The dio
cese also operates a joint migrant min
istry with die Diocese of Buffalo operat
ing in western Monroe County, and 
Orleans and Genesee counties. 

Diocesan migrant ministry workers 
generally provide such services, as 
Spanish Masses and various social events 
for farmworkers, along with catechism 
classes and sacramental preparation. 

In Brockport in western Monroe 
County, for example, Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish holds a wel
coming Mass in Spanish and dinner 
dance for area migrants each spring, 
according to Sister Mary Jane Mitchell, 
SSJ, director of Hispanic Migrant 
Ministry, a joint effort of die Rochester 
and Buffalo dioceses. 

Meanwhile, a migrant farmworker 
faith community called "The 
Community of Our Lady of Guadalupe" 
has formed at Church of die Epiphany in 
Sodus, according to Father Kreckel. 
About 180 farmworkers, including 10 to 
12 women, participate in the Guadalupe 
community, Fatifer Kreckel said. 

And in Penn Yan, St Michael's and St 
Andrew's parishes held a "despidida," or 
farewell Mass, for migrant farmworkers 
on Oct 22 to conclude a ministry pro
gram lasting from Easter dirough the 
growing season. 

• • • 
NEXT WEEK- An examination of the dio

cese's pastoral work with migrants, and pro
posals for expanding it. 

NOV. 23: A look at the diocese's advocacy 
work for migrants, and on the New York bish
ops' recent decision to make farmworkers' 
rights a legislative lobbying priority in 1996. 
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