O SR T T2 L I P SR I S € SRR N TN Yy
.

BT - - 1YY ek . [ -

CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y.

PAGE 12 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1995

» - | ; 'CO’L[ IMNISTS

o

B i e P

1
| Seekmg understandmg of our faith o
1 sional
1 ¢ -3 F - | work of the project. Meeting with little | to us in the experience of our daily life about
§ - Socrates once encouraged people to success, I glanced around to see what my | that we move to a deeper approp.natmn uted t
§ reflect’ on their lives. His statement, small “partner” was up to. I was sur- | of who God is'and who we are m.rela- conten
: “The unexamined life is not worth liv- prised to see her séanding apart at some | tion to God. If we never have questions, view €
: ing,” rings true to all who have probed distance, bent over with her eyes closed | if we never wonder about how God is denou
their lives in quest of deeper meaning | and her hands folded in a kind of prayer | affected by what l}appens to us, if we reputa
: and more mature understanding of life. posture. never “struggle with God” like Jacob Give
; - We can make a parallel in the realm When I asked her what she was doing, | did, maybe we’re not letting our faith is prol
of faith. Perhaps we might pronounce a she looked up at me and asked some- | lve enough. widely
: sentence like, “The unexamined faith is what impatiently, “Does God know In our moral lives, too, our faith leads world,
§ not worth believing.” From the time of By PAIRICIA SCHOFLLES. SS] we're trying to fly this kite?” us to move constantly to deeper appre- seeme
§ Jacob’s wrestling with the angel in _ S I've been through some serious theol- | ciation of how our character and our But
: Genesis 32, believers have pressed on ' ogy courses in my life, but on that day I | decisions inform our relationship with compl
for deeper understanding of their faith. | formed in eur own heads and hearts, or | knew I was caught. If I answered, “No,” | God. Our “deepest core and sanctuary, and tc
1 In fact, there is a sense in which we are | in formal theological classrooms. I would be depriving.God of “omni- | where we are alone with God,” our con- one G
< all theologians ~ people pressing to An incident from my own experience | science” — knowing everything. But if I | science, is the locus of the moral life. allege
'- know more about the God they worship. | illustrates this fact of “faith seeking | answered, “Yes,” I might be implying | Our continual quest to make our entire covere
The push for deeper understanding | understanding.” Since this particular | that God didn’t care about our effort | life into a response to God's love for us For
-and appreciation of what our beliefs | experience involves a small child, 'm | (which by then had been considerable, | means that the questions we put to our actual
E mean begins early in our lives, and con- | led to believe that those who are parents - | at least by my estimate). faith convictions because of the experi- befort
’ tinues through our entire lifetime. | must have a whole repertoire of similar I got around the dilemma that day by | ences can actually become a source of the cc
“Faith seeking understanding” is the | stories! explaining that there might be a robin | growth for us. positi
definition that St. Anselm gave for the- | I once brought a kite to my small | somewhere trying to build a nest, and Today we have many resources to help Eve
ology itself, and every single believer | niece, who was only about 5 years old at | God was keeping the wind still to help | us move with our quest for deeper faith dict i1
finds that his and her faith seeks for | the time. Even though there was not | that poor little robin, whose chore was | lives, including skilled and informed accor
deeper understanding all the time. even the slightest hint of a breeze that | more important than our kite flying. (It | -parish staff personnel, books and print- about
Most often it is our experience itself | day, this little kid insisted that we try to | was, by my own accounting, a pretty | ed materials available for our use, and In ad
that gives rise to the kind of questioning | fly that kite. So, armed with rags tied -| weak response.) . the many opportunities for adult educa- nume
that demands deeper reflection on God | into a “tail,” about 100,000 feet of twine, The incident has become an illustra- | tion that have emerged because of our excer
and our relationship with God. It is the | and the assembled Kkite itself, we | tion for me of the fact that we all ques- | diocesan synod process. Allowing our speec
connection between everyday experi- | climbed a hill near her house and tried | tion the meaning of our faith. Even | questions to become the springboard sidet
ences and the beliefs we hold that leads |. to get the thing aloft. more, it is through the examination of | for growth is up to us — the rewards will tions
.‘ to the doing of “theology,” whether per- At one point I was left to do the major | our beliefs in the light of what happens | be terrific! , famil
i York
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: Not to enable the poor to share in our
goods is to steal from them and deprive o
them of life. The goods we possess are not LTk
Ha
ours, but theirs. ’ FEB. 10 - Discounted cabins avalable. some
e tc
-St. ]Oh'n Chrysostom SUNSET BLVD. today
FEB. 21 - Toronto Jesus
A ‘ ' : know
- Placing a classified ad in the BEAUTY 25' THE BEAST an't
- i Courier is as easy as dialing MAR. 25 - Toronto prodi
Our Lady is calling you... . 716-328-4340. 4DAY CRUISE IN WESTERN Su
To peace. praver. and holiness Just one call to our advertising CARIBREAN SEA Zacck
] P > prayer, ’s department is all it takes. We'll MAY 20 Sofrl;
; “PRAY PRAY. PRAY put you in touch with more than = o
; ‘ ’ ? 50,000 families in the diocese . e
% . ! ' BOOK NOW ATno JIBI TRA"EE ° Sycan
Write for our free catalog of Call and say *hello” to Zacct
i ] Courier Classifieds today! deter
% over 500 ttems All major credit cards accepted 716-889-9090 thing
’ ~ ’ Call for details & earn J.B. Dollars! peop
! _ ' esus
i Great Prayerbooks Audio Cassettes Jesus
4KeysToHeaven.................. 1.50 | The Best of Bishop Sheen His «
Mary, TeachMe ToPray ............. 1.50 Value Of Prayer ............. e $3.00 ) S
Pieta Blue BOOK. ... ... ............. 1.50 Your Cross .........oeoneeenneenn. 3.00 u pott
Gold Book Of Prayers .............. 3.00° Treasuresand Pots ............. e 3.00 }‘(ne“
Thirty Favorite Novenas ............... 75 *You Must Make a Choice ............ 3.00 ‘ Zac
Prayerbook-Favorite Litanies ......... 9.00 | TheHoly Spirit .................... 3.00 7 I ] at yol
: Greatest Trial In History ............. 3.00 « . . . . . Th
o Diccllnt Readings s | Fhuman Passlons .l 300 The music you’ve been asking for is here ,
Holy Spirc,Our Greatee Fend] 50 | Avout e Aagels _............ ... 300 “All new recording...over 50 minutes of beautiful music... —
Imitation Of Christ ................. 195 |  Wasting Your Life .. ... L300 ...exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Welis...” Cm
An Hour With Jesus ................ 2.00 OurFather.................. e 3.00 .
Power Of The Rosary- Shamon . ..., 200 |  Blessed Mother ................... 3.00 Here | Am, Lord Be Not Afraid
St. Michael and The Angels .......... 5.50 ParablesOf TheLost .. .............. 3.00
All About The Angels ............... 5.00 What Now America- O E Ie W
The Final Hour- Michael Brown 6Cassette Set .................... 39.95 n ag S ’ n s
11.50 | Rosary- 15 Decade, songs, litanies . . ... ... 3.00
The Light Of Love- Pat Devlin . . ... ... 8.75 | Prayer and Meditations #1 ............. 3.00 Praver of St. Francis Hosea
Preparation For Total Consec ......... 2.00 | Prayer and Meditations #3 . ....... .. ... 3.00 .
Trumpet Of Gabriel- M. Brown . ... . .. 10.00 | Our Lady of Fatima Choir #2 . ..... ... ... 8.00 And Many Morel!! Not Sold in Stores
Revelations Of St. Bridget ........... 2.50 | O’Brien- Sounds of Medjugorje #1 .. .... 10:00 Mail check or money order with the form below:
Lord Jesus, TeachMe To Pray ........ 595 Make Check payable to: . Qty. Price  Total
Akita- Francis Fukushima . ........... 8.50 Golden Lyre Records CompactDisc _____ $1595
, PO Box 1100 Cassetlte Tape $12.95 A
S West Acton, MA 01720 Shipping/Handling ‘ $2.95
Over 6,500,000 sold in U.S. and 47 Foreign Countries. Postage: Purchases under $ 5.00 add ] Total Enclosed —_—
$2.00.8 5.00 thru $ 10.00 add $ 3.00. $10.00 and Over add $ 4.00. Mary's Call is a tax Please Print: :
exempt corporation. Any donation you wish to make will hellp spread the devotion to our Name _ '
Blessed Mother around the World. Address \
P.O. Box 162 City State Zip N
Mary s Call Salisbury, MO 65281 ORDER BY DECEMBER 1ST FOR CHRISTMAS
(816) 388-5308 100% 30-day money back guarantee




