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Attention Students

——

Compete to WIN a
$2,500
Scholarship

Anyone who has been a resident of
-New York Swmte for at least one
year and who will be enrolled in a
tecogxﬁzedpmgmniofundergmd-
} uate study in print journalism is eli
gi)letowmd\e$2,5000roneof

five:$1,000 scholarship offered by
. NYPA. Applicants will be consid-
ered on the hasis of their character,
writing and overall ability, academ-
ic record, work experience (if any),
and recommendations. Applicants
must attend college during the aca-
demic year 1996-1997, and give an
indication of pursuing a career in
print journalism.

Deadline for applications:
December 1, 1995

For more information, pleasc contact:
Yok Press Association .
1681 Western Ave., Albany, NY
122034307

(518) 464-6483
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Experts decry anti-immigrant laws

By olm Thavis
Cathohc News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) ~ A new wave
of antiimmigrant legislation is making
life more difficult for the world’s refugee
and migrant population, church experts
said at a Vatican meeting.

From the United States to Europe to
Asia, legal efforts driven by a widespread
public backlash have resulted in expul-
sions, forced repatriations and a cutback
in assistance programs, they said.

The experts encouraged church agen-
cies to continue working with the most
vulnerable of the migrant population,
especially women, children and illegal
immigrants, who often have nowhere

- else to turn.

The Oct, 24-27 meeting, sponsored by
the Pontifical Council for Migrants and

- Travelers, focused on the effects of what

it called a major change in richer nations:
passage from virtually open immigration

- to a “strict policy of closing frontiers and

repressing illegal immigration.”

Pope John Paul I told participants that
migration is increasingly seen as a “bur-
den, a disturbance and a problem,” cre-
ating a climate of suspicion and hostility
toward immi ts. ’

In the United States, U.S. bishops said,
economic fear and political fallout have
been the driving forces behind anti-immi-
grant measures.

Bishop John S. Cummins of Oakland,
Calif,, told the assembly that a “flavor of
unwelcome for immigrants” prevails in
the United States today. Legislation such
as California’s Proposition 187, which
proposed severe resttictions on those ille-
gally residing in the state, reflects a pop-
ular resentment as economic times have
worsened, he said.

He said the Clinton adxmmstranon has
recently adopted an “aggressive” stance
toward immigrants, increasing federal
prosecution of illegal residents. Race and
immigration are a growing theme in the

11996 presidential campaign, he said.

While immigrants are sometimes seen
as a drain on the job market and welfare
resources, their realtlife experiences are
full of immense -difficulties, Bishop
Cummins said. Non-European immi-
grants in particular face racism and
poverty at home and harsh, often illegal,
conditions at work.

“They may be forced to settle in urban
neighborhoods under siege from drug

-
=

warfare and gang violence. There are sto-

ries of thousands of California residents

becommg victims of nelephone and tele-
marketing scams,” he said. -

He urged the church to keep respond-
ing to the survival needs of migrants,
despite strained resources. It also needs
to better promote among its own faithful
a sense of welcome for outsiders.

“We often experience the angry reluc-
tance of Catholics to follow what we see
is clear teaching,” he said.

Cardinal John ]J. O’Connor of New
York said in an interview that he thought
the fate of refugees and migrants was
reaching a critical point in the world.

“The-whole cause of migrants is not
easy to sell. It’s kind of an out-ofsight,
out-of-mind problem. But throughout

- the world in general, it’s become a prob-

lem of suffering humanity,” he said.

Cardinal O’Connor said the economic-

argument against immigrants is very
appealing in the United States because
jobs are at stake. This “tragically over-
rides in so many instances pure human

"‘needs and the right of every human for -

survival,” he said.

“But we are an enormously wealthy
country. We literally should have no seri-
ously poor people in the United States,”
he added. The bishops have to keep “beg-
ging and pleading” for others to recog-
nize that a nation of immigrants should
not turn its back on newcomers, he said.

Father Silvano Tomasi, secretary of the
pontifical council, said the backlash
against immigrants extends to many
parts of the world.

“There’s political controversy. It's
enough to look at the newspaper head-
lines or watch television to see that there
are demonstrations and very emotional
electoral platforms centered on the pres-
ence of what is termed ‘too many’ for-
eigners,” he said.

A final document approved at the
meeting said that in the context of
increased tourism, mass cominunications
and a more globally connected economy,
it appears inevitable that migration will
continue to increase and “even the most
restrictive policies against this flow will
not have success.”
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Protesting Fkilling

Islamic Jihad activists call for revenge against Israel Oct 30. during a
protest rally after the Oct. 26 killing of Fathi Shakakl, the Islamic Jihad
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.Winter Car Care
Publication Date: Nov. 16th
Advertising Deadline: Nov. 2nd
This special section to the Catholic
Courier will offer

WINTER| s pacica s

and suggestions for

“biles ready for the

fect opportunity for
car dealers, service
stations and others to

tion.

getting their automo-

coming winter. A per-.

catch readers’ atten- |

Advent

Publication Date: Nov. 30th
Advertising Deadline: Nov 16th

As socnety decorates, Christians meditate
on the mystery of:
Jesus’ birth. This sup-
. plement will help fam-
&Y ilies celebrate the sea-
§ son of anticipation

‘§ through projects, spe-

>4 a great medium for
fbusinesses offering

their Christmas ware.
j=3

Each week the Catholic Courier is delivered to more than 50,000 homes
throughout the 12-county Diocese of Rochester. When you advertise in the
Courier, you will introduce your organization to more than 85,000 readers

For more information or to place your ad, call your sales representative or
the Courier’s advertising department at 716-328-4340.

The Birth of Jesus

A Christmas Coloring Book
Publication Dates: Dec. 7th
Advertising Deadline: Nov. 21st

New to the Courier,
this special section
will explain the nativi-
ty in terms children
will understand and
enjoy. This keepsake
coloring book will
offer children a special
look at the true mean-
ing of the Christmas
season.

CatholicCourier

1150 Buffalo RoadBRochester, NY 14624

Weekly newspaper of the Rochester Diocese

Phone 716-328-4340WFax: 716-328-8640




