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Pope's message hits center of debate 
The pope's visit to the United States 

three weeks ago was remarkable for its 
even happening. A year ago the p o p e 
suddenly canceled his plans to visit New 
York, New Jersey, and Baltimore, and to 
speak at the United Nations. 

The last-minute na ture of the cancel
lation led many at the t ime to speculate 
that the pope 's heal th was much worse 
than the public had been told. After all, 
it was not a light mat ter for the p o p e to 
relinquish an oppor tuni ty to address die 
United Nations a n d also to disappoint 
one of his strongest a n d most loyal sup
porters in the hierarchy, Cardinal J o h n 
O'Connor of New York. 

That is why some observers conclud
ed that John Paul II would never again 
touch down o n U.S. soil. They _ were 
wrong. 

Indeed, he continues to confound die 
pundits. Afthough h e clearly shows the 
physical effects of the major medical 
problems he has e n d u r e d in recent 
years, the pope keeps u p a vigorous pace 
of travel and speech making widi appar
ent strength and resiliency. 

More important, however, than the 
mere fact of the recent visit is what he 
had to say to Americans. 

The message was anything bu t boiler
plate. He didn' t simply repeat t h e lines 
that the media have come to expect h im 
to highlight: about abort ion, promiscu-

essaysin 
theology 

ous sexual activity, ordinat ion of 
women, and similar issues that have 
given his pontificate a decidedly contro
versial character. 

O n the contrary, Pope John Paul II hit 
hard on social, economic, international, 
and mora l Uiemes that have been at the 
center of political debate in the United 
States for the last several years, and. 
especially since the accession of the 
Republican majority to power i n j h e 
U.S. Congress and the p r ema tu re 
launching of the 1996 campaign for 
president. -

Contrary to those American voices 
(including a few prominent Catholic 
politicians) who are calling for a return 
to isolationism, who scapegoat immi-

• grants (even legal ones), and who blame 
d ie p o o r for their own plight, the pope 
gave a ringing endorsement to the 
United Nations on its 50th anniversary 

and deplored the new mean-spirited atti
tude toward immigrants and the poor. 

One paragraph in his U.N. speech 
encompassed all three issues: "The fact 
of 'difference' and the reality of ' the 
other,' can sometimes be felt as a bur
den, or even as a threat. Amplified by 
historic grievances and exacerbated by 
the manipulations of the unscrupulous, 
the fear of 'difference' can lead to a 
denial of the very humanity of ' the 
Other' — with the result that people fall 
into a cycle of violence in which no one 
is spared, not even die children." 

His words the same day at Giants 
Stadium in the New Jersey 
Meadowlands were tailored specifically 
for his American audience. 

"Compared to many other parts of 
the world," he said, "the United States is 
a privileged, privileged land. Yet, even 
here there is much poverty and human 
sufferings. There is much need for love 
and die works of love; diere is need for 
social solidarity" marked by "a great 
openness and sensitivity to the needs of 
(one's) neighbors." 

But, as in the U.N. speech, one para-
• g raph s tood out above t h e rest. 
Introducing the paragraph with a point
ed reference to die Statue of Liberty and 
its world-famous invitation, "Give me 
your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses ... ," the pope deplored die 

unpleasant turn in our political debate. 
"Is present-day America," he asked, 

"becoming less sensitive, less caring 
toward the poor, the weak, die stranger, 
the needy? It must not! Today as before, 
the United States is called to be a hos
pitable, hospitable society, a welcoming 
culture. If America were to turn in on 
itself, would this not b e the beginning of 
the end of what constitutes d ie very 
essence of the 'American experience?' " 

N o one familiar with the pope 's com
mitment to Catholic social teaching 
could have been surprised by those 
words. In spite of his conservative man
agement of the internal life of the 
church, h e has always been a forthright 
advocate of social justice, human rights, 
and international responsibility. 

Some of his most vocal supporters — 
including those with comfortable posi
tions in private institutes funded by con
servative foundations — have tended 
either to downplay his emphasis on 
social teaching or to pu t a conservative 
spin on it, situating the p o p e perhaps 
only a degree or two to the left of the 
Contract for America. 

Conservative Catholics occasionally 
describe the practice of picking and 
choosing among the pope's teachings as 
"cafeteria Catholicism." If that's so, d ie 
cafeteria line has all types of Catholics in 
it. 

Let's agree, and act, on Simpson outcome 
What can we all agree u p o n regard

ing die O.J. Simpson trial? 
Forget about die verdict. It has been 

well documented that p e o p l e have 
strong feelings one way o r the other. 
Many believe diat Simpson is innocent 
and had been framed; others, that he is 
guilty "beyond a reasonable doubt;" still 
otiiers, diat he deserved to b e found no t 
guilty either because the prosecution 
failed to prove its case o r because pros
ecution witnesses perjured themselves. 

All of us, no matter what our opinion 
on the verdict, must accept d i e feet that 
we will never agree. True judgmen t , as 
always, remains widi God. 

Is there anydiing coming out of this 
trial, dien, diat we call can agree u p o n 
now? Anydiing o n which all m e n a n d 

women of good will can commit them
selves to immediate, concerted, joint 
action? 

Surprisingly, diere are at least two 
things. 

The first is that domestic violence — 
t he k ind descr ibed so graphically 
throughout the Simpson case — is always 
wrong and that die victims of domestic 
violence have a right and deserve to be 
protected. 

The second is that there is absolutely 
n o place in any police depar tment or 
law enforcement agency in the country 
for people who hold racist views or dis
criminate against o r harass people on 
die basis of dieir race o r ethnic back
ground. 

Don' t you agree with those two ideas? 
Almost everyone whose opinion you 
would respect does . Seldom in our 
national history have we achieved that 
kind of unanimity. O u r task is to turn 
our agreement into effective action. 

Now is the time for churches, syna
gogues and mosques, community orga
nizations, labor unions , businesses, 
politicians and government officials, 
political parties and national organiza
tions of all kinds to come together 
across racial, ethnic, gender, economic, 
geographic and all other kinds of lines. 
We need to stop arguing about whether 
O.J. Simpson was guilty or not and 
d e m a n d that — at least on diese two 
issues upon which we all agree — there 
be immediate and substantial changes 
in our society. 

If we are successful in this effort, then 
perhaps this trial, which captured our 
attention and appeared to divide us, 
may ultimately result in br inging us 
back togedier. 

MFinally!! 
"The music you've been asking for is here" 
"All new recording-over 50 minutes of beautiful music... 
••.exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Weils..." 

Here I Am. Lord Be Not Afraid 
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Share a Great 
Compassion 

We seek women who are growing in their love of 
God, and desire to join a community with a strong 
spiritual, apostolic and community life. 

Living our vows and par 

Sr. Brigid 
Native of: Chicago, Illinois 
Prior Experience; 
Medical technologist 

"Even though 
I was very 
happy, I felt 
that God was 
calling me to a 
different life, 
the emphasis 
on community, 
prayer, sacri
fice, obedience 
to the Holy 
Father, a uni
fied apostolate 

hosed on radical trust in God ana loving 
care of His beloved children, and the insi-
hlewitness of a religious habit, drew nty 
mind and heart to me Hawthorne 
Dominicans. In Gods Will is OUT peace-, 
I wish no other life than the one God has 
offered me in the precious gift of my 
vocation." 

t icipat ing in the life of 
the Church by prayer 
and sacraments, gives us 
the ability to serve God 
in this apostolate. 
We nurse incurable can
cer patients in our seven free, modern nursing homes, 
located in Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia, 
Massachusetts, and Minnesota. 
Many who enter our community have no prior nurs
ing experience, but we all share a great compassion for 
t he sul fering poor and delight at being able to help 
them. 
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