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Passing the test of humility 
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Luke 18:9-

14. (Rl) Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18. (R2) 2 
Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18. 

Last week we saw that one of the con­
ditions for effective prayer is persis­
tence. This Sunday's readings lay down a 
second condition, namely, humility. 
"The prayer of the lowly pierces the 
clouds" (Rl). The Gospel confirms this, 
for the prayer of the humble publican is 
heard, not that of the self-righteous 
Pharisee. 

Maybe you've heard this story. One 
night a Hindu priest, a Jewish rabbi, and 
a proud Catholic sought shelter from a 
terrific thunderstorm in a farmhouse. 
The farmer told them he had only room 
enough for two, the other would have to 
sleep in the barn. 

The Hindu priest said, "I'll be the 
one. Hardship is nothing to me." A few 
minutes later, he came back to die farm­
house and said, "I'm sorry, diere is a 
cow in the barn. In my religion cows are 
sacred; I cannot intrude on it." 

' "Don't worry," said the rabbi. "I'll 
sleep in the barn." A few moments later, 
he returned and said, "I can't sleep in 
the barn, for there is a pig there. In my 
religion pigs are considered unclean." 

"Oh, all right," said the proud 
Catholic. "I'll go." A few minutes later, 
the cow and the pig came to the farm­
house. God is not die only one who 
resists the proud. 
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Why is God attracted to the humble? 
It is because God is truth. He loves hon­
esty and sincerity. The humble person is 
truthful and honest. He sees himself for 
what he really is in relation to God, 
namely dust and ashes, a creature who 
depends on God for everything that he 
is and has. 

The other side to die character of the 
humble man is that he is sincere. He not 
only knows die truth about himself, 
knows what he is, but what is greater he 
is willing to admit it. He doesn't try to 
play God or dunk he can make it on his 
own. In a word, he prays, prays, prays! 
Prayer is one of the tests of true humili­
ty 

In the parable of the Pharisee and the 
publican, our Lord wanted to correct 
die idea diat grace is a human achieve­
ment. Some people honesdy believe 
they are what diey are, because they've 

earned it, deserved it. We lead a good 
life and we think God owes us. 

The Pharisee came to the temple to 
pray. But what was his prayer? It was a 
proclamation of all he had done. Only 
once does he mention God. Five times 
he uses die pronoun, "I." Augustine said 
he did not go up to~ pray but to praise 
himself. He recites his pieties and con­
demns his neighbor. 

The poor tax collector could claim 
nothing. He had heard the Pharisee 
denounce him, for in ancient times it 
was common practice to pray aloud. 
Hearing himself condemned, die tax 
collector prayed, "O God, be merciful to 
me for I am die sinner, die one die 
Pharisee is talking about." 

Our Lord's judgment of die Pharisee 
is frightening. He said the Pharisee got 
nothing for all his trouble. 

We can get like die Pharisee when we 
take a horizontal, not a vertical, view of 
life. The Pharisee looked only at his 
neighbor. He compared himself witii 
odiers. The tax collector looked up only 
to God. He compared himself with God. -
As God told Catherine of Siena, "I am 
all that is; you are all diat is not." That's 
the truth, and the person who admits it 
becomes a prayerful person, whose 
prayer is powerful with God. 

Once a burning candle said to die 
darkness, "I am better dian you are, for 
I am brighter." 

But someone switched on a light, and 
then die beaming bulb boasted, "I am 
better than botfi of you, for I am the 
brightest of all." 

And all night long the lighted bulb 
gloried in its light — till die sun rose. 

With whom do we compare our­
selves? To be humble, we must see our­
selves in relation to God and to no one 
else. 

One of the tests of true humility is 
prayer. Do I pray daily? If I do not, I am 
saying in effect, "I don't need you, God. 
I can make it on my own." That's what 
the Pharisee diought 
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Announcements 
A D O P T I O N S The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Help Wanted 

FACTORY DIRECT: Americas 
newest best and fastest grow­
ing business concept. Work at 
home, low risk, high income 
potential. Call now for free infor­
mation. 1-800-640-6352. 

HOME HEALTH AIDES 
Your safety counts with us. If you are 
wilting to accept work, we have many 

hours, shifts, and good locations. 
Become eligible for super benefits pkg. 

Clean, caring environment 
w / 24 hr. nurse support 

Apply in person: 1570 East Avenue 
Weekdays, 2 to 5. 

Help Wanted-
Part Time 

C H I L D C A R E NEEDED Our 
home-SW Rochester. 3 chil­
dren. Mon/Tues/2 Weds, 2-6pm. 
Non-smoker. Own trasportation. 
716-328-4634. 

Situations Wanted 
COMPANION AIDE: Available 
for elderly; evenings, weekends 
OF live-in. Call days, 
716/461-9464. 

Musical Instruments 

FOR SALE- Hammond 
Electronic Organ 

Elegante Model 340 
2-61 Note Keyboards 

25 Pedals 
Appraised $ 14.000 

Asking S 7X100 
(716) 425-3996 • 425-2068 

I 

Wanted to Buy 

fflartlp'fi antique 
Top cash paid for old wood fur­
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

MIDT0WN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER. 

Cortvienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a fleet busline. 

Stuolo $299 One Bedroom $359 
Ay uSBes included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly M a n Services 
475 East Broad S I 5464650 

Electricians 

^ 
NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTflCM. NEEDS 
Fuly licensed & insured 

107 ROUGE ROAD 

3346350 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call ufrfor Summer Comfort 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
424-4848 

Home Improvement 

A L MEYVIS SR. Masonry 
repairs. Brick steps, sidewalks, 
repair, etc. 35 yrs. exp. 
Reasonable. 716-323-1007. 

Masonry 

A 
AMERICAN 
MASONRY* CHIMNEY 

865-4170 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

AU.MASONHYWOHK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-DMovins 
and Storagelnc 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 473-4357 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR. Painting, base­
ment wall repair, gutter cleaning, 
home repairs. 716-323-2876. 

BURG-MASTER Painting -
paperhanging, texture ceilings, 
waRs, ceWngs repaired. Insured, 
powerwashing. Dan Burgmaster, 
71fr663-0827. 

Grandaddy's 
Handyman Service 

Painting, wallpapering, 
house cleaning, yard WOOL 
< v̂ small repairs «f 

^ Art 456-1329 \ 
Yl Net) • 247-1342 \ 

Plumbing 
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" O m Trip Plumber* 
We Specialize in Repairs, 
Remolding, Replacement 
«70 WMon Rd. North 26M8B7 

C A S S I D Y Plumbing aid Holing 
• Licensed, Bonded _ ^ ^ ^ 
• Bathroom Remoidhg^B^BB 
• t o Service Charaes J H B M V 
•Free Estimates 9 W 
• Senior Citizen Discount 
11 Comfort S t 
Rochester, NY 232-2000 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

BOWMAN 
ROOfWG&SMMMCO. 

• Roof Repairs • Sidae 
- Replacement Windows 
• Scentless Akimmum Cutters' 
^ fritter Clearing 

671-3270 671-2912 


