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"PARISH PROFILE

Auburn parish balances traditions, new ways

L] 4
Parish SNAPSHOTS
: St. Francis of Assisi Church
- PrOﬁle $ 185 Clark St., Auburn
H Phone: 315/252-7593
St. Fra_'n,c IS Registered families: 978
of Assisi, Incorporated: May 15, 1907
1 First church completed: 1908
e Auburn New church comgleteck 1958
a . 1 Staff:
e Father l.lobert L. Beligotti, pastor
e _ ~ Jack Wilson,
d By Lee Strox.xg - religious education coordinator
i * Associate editor _ Paul Saltarello,
: 7 o arish council chairman
AUBURN — For anyone hopmg to get Del:)orah Pinckney, bookkeeper
d a sense of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, the Angela Franiceschelli, secretary
al 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass is a good place to
< start. : .
;i The music for the M_ass features organ the services. :
and many of the traditienal hymns sung “The whole experience started a whole
d - for generations at the church. other thing: The younger people finally
al But during the Liturgy Of“the' Worc,l,' felt involved,” Giacona reported, noting
e the children are led away for “Children’s that the families have subsequently got-
] Church” to hear the Scripture message ten involved in other parts of parish life.
n read and explained to them in language In choosing to take the initiative to get
v they can understand. the program going, Giacona was follow-
The Mass illustratcg]he attempt to bal- i_ng in the foo(s[eps of the men and
ry , 4nce the traditional devotions of'long- women who created the pansh in the
of time.— generally Italian — parishioners first decade of the 20th century.
in with the needs of younger people. The pa_nsh was incorpora[ed May 15,
re That balancing act is not always easy, 1907, to meet the needs of the the Italian
w- acknowledged Frank- Netti, - who in immigrants. These immigrants volun-
_ November will complete a term as a teered their labor to build their first
d parish trustee. : ' church under the first pastor, Father
o “We have a lot of elderly people in the John Robotti.
parish, and the younger people have to The church was completed in 1908,
realize their needs,” Netti said. At the but the spirit of parishioner involvement
same time, he continued, “We're trying continued. In the early 1950s, for exam-
to grow so younger peaple see something | ple, volunteer laborers under the super-
interesting and want to be there.” ' vision of an architect built the Lourdes
Thus for traditionalists, St. Francis, of -Shrine.
in Assisi offers Sunday evening rosary ser- All through the years, the parish has
sh- -vices at the Lourdes Grotto, the largest maintained its Italian flavor. Even today
or, Marian shrine in the Diocese of Father Beligotti includes messages in
nd Rochester. Other shrines on parish Italian in the parish bulletin.
grounds honor Our Lady of Fatima, St. Saltarello was attracted to the parish
he Leucio and Mother Cabrini. A large ‘because of its ethnic atmosphere when
mural of St. Francis of Assisi hangs in the he emigrated to Auburn from ltaly in
ar- church above the former high altar, and a 1964. He also appreciates the way the old
m; life-size wooden cross stands at the north- | - . S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer | and the new are being balanced.
-re east side of the parking lot. | Father Robert L. Beligotti, pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Church, blesses parish- “We're still trying to follow the tradi-
its Moreover, every Friday, the church is | ioners’ pets during the Auburn parish’s feast day Oct. 4. tions, but not as strong as before because
fa open for adoration of the Blessed _ o things do change,” Saltarello obgerved.
on Sacrament. On Aug. 15 each year, parish- And as part of the outreach to young | came up with three quarters of a million One of the current challenges is to pre-
me ioners stage a parade — complete with | families, the parish has an “Adopt a | (dollars),” Wilson recalled of I‘T‘ather pare for the future, Wilson noted.
oly band — around the neighborhood to | Family” program through which a series | Seelman’s pastorate from 1985-91. “They - I see a lot of positive signs, with a httls
ost honor Mary on the Feast of the | of letters are sent to parents of children | are very generous.” he§1tancy on “the part of the_qld-umexs,
he .Assumption. Twice each year, the parish | slated to be baptized, and contact is main- “We're very prgud,” acknowledged | Wilson said. “Father Beligotti is the type
1 hosts triduums, or three days of prayer, | tained with the parents and-the child for | Parish Council Chairman Paul Saltarello. | of fellow tha't wans to move forwand: _
P led by Capuchin Franciscan priests. up to three years after the baptism. “Even though we don’t have that many One possible direction of the parish is
cre “I've tried to maintain that so we don’t “? think the synod process was good | parishioners that come to the church, | greater cooperation with other parishes
It lose that,” observed the pastor, Father | for us because it brought people out who | when we need money, they do respond.” | in Auburn — as it is currently doing with
but Robert L. Beligotti, of the triduums. were interested in personal devotions /|  This willingness to respond to a need | St. Mary's Parish in terms of RCIA.
At the same time, however, the parish | and gave them a broader parish way of | isin itselfa tradition at the parish — one But for now, the parish will continue to
ery is undergoing changes to take into | looking at things,” noted Netti, who led that Mary Anne Giacona tappf:d- into | stress bal::mgmg the the w1she§ O,f old-
he account changing circumstances. the parish synod committee. when she launched the Children’s | time parishioners, young parishioners
the As part of the 'synod goal to provide, {  But parishioners have always respond- | Church several years ago. and the demands of the future, the pas-
iter adult education, for example, the parish |- ed well when needs arise, noted. Religious Giac9na was goncemed that Ma‘sses at | tor acknowledged. o
ow- has begun a Sunday morning coffee hour | Education Coordinatorja_ck Wilson. the parish hafi little to offer the chﬂdr(?n. _We must make our first priority to see
he for parents to discuss faith issues while “When Father (Patrick) Seelman | So she took it upon herself to organize | to it that everyone who comes feels at
i their children are attending religious | (TOR) was here and we had to do reno- | the children’s liturgy. Tht? idea caugh-t on horpe .here and welcome,” Father
education classes. : | vations of the buildings, (the people) | — with 35 children attending the services. | Beligotti stated.
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Best Wishes to St. Francis Assisi Parish from the following Auburn businesses.,. NEW GIFT ENGRAVABLES
BRYN'S TROPHY & SPORTS " FLEET BANK HOLLYWOOD RESTAURANT  TOM'S BODY SHOP & SALES * Clocks * Trophies
.- A7 Market Street 347 West Genesee Street 200 Clark Street 343 State Street . l;g Sgis&s . 21;5;“5
-l N \ (315) 253-5423 (800) 228-1281 (315) 2529775 (315) 253-2095 * Daby L * Lilassware
+ Wedding/ « Religious Items
1 - ' - _ Attendants’ Gifts
. New Extended Hours: Mon-Wed 8:30-5:30;
I . ) \ COWWW Qe % egW 99 Thurs. 8:30-7:00; Sat. 9:00-1:00 -
' s s o0 4 . CUSTOM
I EVERY DAY YOU St. Francis Assisi | / ishes
| GET OUR BEST! |
| ) DT0PS Marine Midland Bank <X» -
| . 352 W. Genesee Street 5065 Genesee Street {ENGRAVING INC.
Auburn, New York 13021 Auburn - New York - 13021 345 W. Genesee St. + Westside Plaza + Auburn, NY ,
_l 315-252-7995 315-253-5341 Local 3152520504 + Fax 315.253.2471
| QIS EI~ ‘ : S N\ NYS Toll Free 1800-698.0998 Ve




