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family viewers 
By 'Orthotic New* Service 
NEW YORK 

(CNS)-The fol
lowing are home 
v i d e o c a s s e t t e 
review from the 
U S Catholic 
Conference Office for Film and 
Broadcasting Each videocassette is 
available on VHS format ThLitncal 
movies on video have a U S 
Catholic Conference classification 
and Motion Picture Association of 
America rating All reviews indicate 
the appropriate age group foi the 
video audience 

"Casper" (1995) 
A lonely 13-year-old (Chustina 

Rica) u befriended bv the cuddly 
ghost of the title when her widowed 
therapist dad (Bill Pullman) is hired 
to coax some menacing spirits out 
of a mansion rumored to be hiding 
buned treasure Director Biad 
SJberung pumps up the cuteness 
factor but the narrative is thin 
Some comic violente, a couple ol 
profanities and a crude expression 
The U S Catholic Conference classi 
fication is AII — adults and adoles
cents The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is PG 
— parental guidance suggested 

"A little Princess" 
(1995) 

Delightful family movie from the. 
Frances Hodgson Burnett novel m 
which a British widower sent to the 
front in World War I places his voung 
daughter (Laejd Matthews) in a pri
vate school in New York City where 
she befriends a servutt girl (Vuiessa 
Lee Chester) then becomes one her 
self when her father is reported dead 
leaving her penniless and at the 
mercy of the headmistress (Heanoi 
Bron) Directed by Alfonso Cuaron 
The U S Catholic Conference classi
fication is AI — general patronage 
The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is G - general audi
ences. 

SHSufadU' (1950) v, 
traditional tale of d|e^towntiodden.^ 
^ ~ J i - -^^-^Dclea*w r"tjchores^ 

'ppn^eV-batt in, V 

i ^ % S d | a ^ s O i v 
usfce and Clyde 
ie^eefngBMflr 
/able entertainment/ 

! | S l y ? t h V t J & Catholic 
teaoe classification is 'AJ-^-s, 

^ ^ e r ^ ^ a t r o n a g e l vTBe Motion 
, jJrtc&re Association of America rat-
frljngf~is p"^" g«n.e,^1 audiences 
f ̂ A^jaerica rating is R~restricted. 
*%*&at the latest filmv reviews, call 
' /^CNS's newmovie review line, 1-800-
* #11-1222,} ~ 
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Kids Answers 
_3 Andrew 
XEsau 
_L Cain 
_6_ Benjamin 

i. 

Listening to children is an art 
A few years ago, at a loud and festive 

family gathering, my 6-year-old nephew, 
Ray, stood and announced, "I have 
something very important to say!" 

By the time all the adults had settled 
down and were ready to listen, Ray was 
so upset that he forgot what he was 
going to say and left the room in tears. 

I often wonder what gem we missed 
that day. Just a few weeks later our fami
ly was gathered together once more for 
my brother's wedding and Ray noticed 

Tome people quietly praying before 
Mass began. My husband asked Ray if he 
knew what the people were doing. 
"Sure," Ray replied, "they are talking to 
God in their heads." 

There is so much to learn when we 
practice the fine art of listening to our 
children. When we do, we are showing 
them that they have dignity and self-
worth, that they are children of God, 

Parents who listen carefully to their 
child's thoughts,. hopes and fears are 
helping to build their child's confidence 
and self-esteem. They are also privileged 
to catch a glimpse of their child's inner 
world, a place without cynicism, hatred, 
jealousy and prejudice. 

I believe this is why Jesus said, "I 
assure you that whoever does not accept 
the reign of God like a little child shall 
not take part in i t" It seems to me that if 
we are really listening to what Jesus is 
saying, we should be learning everything 
we can about being like the little chil
dren. 

family 
matters 

The story of Jesus embracing and 
blessing the children is one of the most 
revealing moments in the Gospel. St 
Mark writes: "People were bringing 
their little children to him to have him 
touch them, but the disciples were scold
ing them for this. Jesus became indig
nant when he noticed it and said to 
them, 'Let the children come to me and 
do not hinder them. It is to just such as 
these that the Kingdom of God 
belongs.'" 

Jesus understood die heart of a child. 
He delighted in die laughter and die 
words of children. How Jesus' heart 
must be breaking as war, poverty, crime 
and neglect are extinguishing die won
derment, hope and trust of die little 
children. 

Today's news stories from Somalia, 
Bosnia and our own American cities 
remind us that not only are our children 
not listened to, but their basic needs for 
food, shelter and security are not even 
being met 

Today's world is also one where life is 
moving at a breakneck speed. It can be 
a challenge just to listen within our fam
ilies. After all, listening takes time, 
patience and energy, and all are at a pre
mium in our busy lives. A child's ques
tion or diought is easily lost somewhere 
between rushing to get a meal on the 
table, dropping off a child at day care, 
hurrying to get to the bank or cleaners, 
packing the diaper bag, or zipping off to 
the grocery store. 

No one has perfected die art of lis
tening, not even loving parents. But 
even as we strive to become better lis
teners, it's just as important not to 
overindulge our children. They need to 
lea^n that mom and dad must have their 
own time for conversation, chores and 
relaxation. And yes, it is exasperating at 
times to listen to children with their end
less questions, demands and ramblings. 
There is at least one moment in every 
day when we wish our children would be 
die ones doing the listening. But diey 
are testing us and learning from us. 

Through the Gospel of Mark we learn 
it's crucial to understand and imitate a 
child's way of seeing die world. Jesus has 
given us a road-map to the Kingdom of 
God and if we are to find our way, then 
we must accept the reign of God like a 
litde child. Perhaps a first step in die 
right direction is to listen and learn 
from our children. Because all children, 
like little Ray, have something very 
important to say. 

A Mother's Day story leads to a new career 
By Lee Strong 
Associate editor 

Eileen Marx has a bishop to blame for 
her new career. 

In 1992, Marx left her job as director of 
communications for die Archdiocese of 
Washington, D.C., to devote herself full-
time to caring for her newborn daughter, 
Teresa, and her son, Bobby, 2-1/2. 

But shortly after she quit, Marx's pastor 
at that time, Bishop William Curlin — now 
die Bishop of Charlotte, N.C. — said, "I 
really dunk diat you need to continue to. 
write once in a while. I think you will have 
things to say that families need to hear." 

Even before she had time to mull over 
Bishop Curlin's suggestion, Marx received 
a request from a Catiiolic newspaper to 
write a Mother's Day story. 

That story became the first installment 
of "Family Matters," a column currendy 
carried in 18 Catholic newspapers -
including, now, the Catholic Courier. 

In the column, Marx chronicles her 
attempts to balance career and family — 
which currendy consists of her two chil
dren, her husband, Joe, and their dog, 
Whisper - with-a sense of faith. The more 
than 30 columns she has already written 
cover such topics as finding time to pray 
as a family, celebrating children's talents, 
working through anger in families, deal
ing with violence and children, and find
ing one's way on die first day of school. 

Marx said Bishop Curlin's suggestion 

had hit a responsive chord in her. 
"He felt, as I felt, diat diere was not 

enough outreach to young Catholic fami
lies in die Catholic press," Marx recalled. 
Parents, she said, weren't finding articles 
diat addressed "all die burdens, stresses 
and demands going on in dieir lives." 

Still, die idea of writing a column was 
mtimidating. — 

"I had many sleepless nights," Marx 
said. "I wondered if I really did have any
thing to say." 

Indeed,,she observed, diere are still 
times when she has no idea what to write. 

"Every time I sit down to write a col
umn, I pray, 'Okay, God, what am I going 
to write about?'" Marx said. "The column 
usually comes from that. Without prayer, 
the column would be nothing." 

To make sure that the columns touch 
upon issues families are facing today, 
Marx seeks ideas from a network of 
friends and neighbors. And after finishing 
each column, she circulates copies to 
make sure she is on target. Thus far, die 
feedback from her network — and readers 

— has been positive. 
"I get a lot of phone calls and a lot of let

ters — and diey're usually very personal," 
Marx said. 

Of course, widi two small children in 
die house, diere are frequent interrup
tions. School - and a neighbor with 
whom she swaps babysitting duties — give 
her some time to work. 

Based on her own work experience 
botii outside and at home, Marx recog
nized that many modiers and parents face 
similar time pressures. 

"I dunk one of die greatest challenges 
today is finding die time — whedier you 
are a working motfier or a stay-at-home 
modier — for yourself," Marx said. 

In recent months, the writing routine 
has also been interrupted by die process 
of selling die family home in Silver Spring, 
Md., and moving to Lawrenceville, N.J. 

"I wrote my last tiiree columns in die 
car on the way up to New Jersey," Marx 
said. 

All of which sounds like food for future 
columns. 

H P CLASS TOURS 
Beauty & the Beastf Feb. io, 1996 

Orchestra seafe and deluxe sit-down dinner at Como's 
Sl35/p.p„ a l ind, Limited seating 

Australia Tom/March 7-25,1996 
17 days from Cams to Sydney. Escorted by Mr. Sal Orsi. 

"Austraia: BeauBU one day, more perfect the next" Tour Great 
Barrier Reef/ 6 Islander. Cat toe Jnerary, copy & details. 

Alaska Cruise & Tour/Aug. 11-21.1996 
Denai National Park Via JheMcKWey Explorer Domed 

Ral Cars/ Danal Tour, Anchorage Tour/ Port of Cal, Sitka, 
Skagway,.Juneau, Ketchikan, Cruising Inside Passage & 
Cruising Cctege Fjord & Columbia Glacier & much more. 

1-800-647-9032 • (716) 247-9032 


