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Reachout Radio puts printed word on the air 
By Lee Strong 
Associate editor 

ROCHESTER - For many people, 
Wednesday afternoon at 1 p.m. is often 
just part of the lunch hour. 

For some people, however, it's time to 
listen to die Catholic Courier on die radio. 

That's right: on die radio. But not just 
any radio. And not just any radio station. 

The Courier is among die potpourri of 
newspapers, magazines, grocery ads, 
books, obituaries and other printed, 
materials read for broadcast to special 
receivers by WXXI Reachout Radio. 
Reachout Radio is a reading service of 
WXXI and die Association for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired of Greater 
Rochester, Inc. 

The 24-hour-a-day service provides 
the free receivers to individuals through
out nine Rochester-area counties, and 
parts of two odiers. The signal is broad
cast on a sub-carrier frequency of WXXI 
FM 91.5 

More than 1,500 people have 
obtained die receivers from WXXI, 
reported Ruth Phinney, director of 
Reachout Radio. But, she added, diat 
number represents only a small part of 
the potential audience. 

"I always say it's one one of die best 
kept secrets in Rochester," Phinney 
observed. 

Part of die problem, she continued, is 
that "a lot of people dunk diat it's just 
the radio reading service for die blind, 
and diat's not true." 

Indeed, die 11-year-old service is avail
able for individuals widi a variety of 
problems, including strokes, arthritis, 
dyslexia, cerebral palsy, muscular dystro
phy, wheelchair dependence, and tem
porary disability due to surgery or an 
accident 

"Probably everyone knows someone 
who can use diis service," Phinney said. 

One of die people who already makes 
use of it is Lisa Hoffman, a parishioner 
at Rochester's St. Peter and Paul Church. 

"I dunk it's an important service," 
observed Hoffman, who is blind. "I like 
to catch dungs like die shopping ads — 
which is really helpful. That's just basic 
to life: everybody needs groceries, every
body's looking for bargains." 

Hoffman said she does not always 
have a chance to tune in because she is 
often busy. But the broadcast is "ideal 

S. John 'Wilkin/Staff photographer 
Anita Nicoletta, a volunteer with Reachout Radio, reads from the Catholic Courier at WXXI's Rochester studios. The pro
gram is sponsored by WXXI and the Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired of Greater Rochester, Inc. 

for people who are in die hospital or in 
a nursing-home, setting," she said. "I 
think it's an excellent service." 

Phinney noted diat the service is 
expanding to include television pro
grams as well. Currendy Reachout Radio 
offers die Descriptive Video Service for 
die Public Broadcasting System pro
grams "Mystery" and "Nature." As part 
of tilis service, the action, setting, clodi-
ing, and other details shown on die tele
vision are described so diat even die, 
blind can follow what is going on! 

"We're working to add new DVS pro
gramming," Phinney added. 

A-person interested in receiving die 
service for-diemselves or someone diey 
know who could use it need only contact 
Reachout Radio to obtain an applica
tion. As part of the form, die applicant 
must include a brief description of die 
disability that would make him or her eli

gible for die service. 
The service meets a vital need for peo

ple in die community, Phinney stated. 
"People who are visually impaired 

have a right to information just like 
everyone else does — and we provide diat 

for them," Phinney concluded. 
• • • 

EDITORS' NOTE: For information about 
Reachout Radio, call 716/258-0333, or 
write WXXI Reachout Radio, RO. Box 21, 
Rochester, N.Y. 14601. 

One bedroom garden 
apartments for ^rdor Citizens 

Currently Accepting Applications 

1 bedroom second floor apartments now available 
»505.00 per month • 

Security • Independence • Convenient Location 

Please call Mr. LeChase at 
(716)467-4544 

North Village Apartments 
2515 Culver Road 

(located near the Shire at Culverfon) 

"It Was My Son's Idea To 
Visit The Gables... 

But It Was My Idea To 
Move Here!" 

Rochester's Premier Luxury Rental Retirement Community 

• No endowment fee 
• Personal care services option 
• Activities 
• Healthful, delicious, 

waiter served dinners 

• Private apartments 
• Safety and security 
• Chauffered van 
• Housekeeping and 

linen services 
• PEOPLE WHO CARE 

461-1880 

Yes! I would like to learn more about The Gables. r~ 
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