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Angela Palmieri (left), a parishioner of St. Joseph’s Church in Penfield, leads Groveland Correctional Facility inmates in

-2

prayer at the conclusion of a Sept 21 session.

Inmates value ministry efforts

s the Groveland,
Correctional Facility

tes wandered in

to a Christian meeting room
on Thursday night, Sept. 21,
Angela Palmieri, a member

Implementation
Commission, talked about
the small Christian commu-
nity she’s starting at the
prison.

“If I had to give up every-
thing, I tell everyone that '
this is the'one I'd keep,” she
said of her work with the
inmates. ‘

An active parishioner at
St. Joseph’s in Penfield,
Palmieri said she is trying to

But that’s precisely the
point, according to her and
others who work in prison
ministry: It's up to God —
not human beings — to deter-
mine the worth of inmates.
And it’s through prison min-
istry that many inmates
come to realize that fact,
noted Carl Fair, who attend-
ed the Sept. 21 session.

“I've seen a lot of guys
leave out of here with a bet-
ter attitude toward life,” he
observed. “Once you attend
groups with people, you see
them in a different light.”

Those who work in prison
ministry share Fair's percep-
tions. Again and again,

combine the synodal goals Allen Pitcher listens attentively to discussion during the Sept. Catholic prison-ministry vol-

of lifelong faith formation 21 session.
and small Christian commu- .
nities in her work with the 12 to 15 prisoners who attend week-
ly two-hour sessions at Groveland, located in Sonyea, Livingston
County. I - . .

The sessions consist of prayer, Scripture readings and reflec-
tion, and lots and lots of talk among the inmates. At the Sept.
21 session, for example, Palmieri asked the inmates to tell her
what kind of gifts they can offzr others.

Some of the inmates remarked that they were good listeners,
or that they had a winning smile. One prisoner said his faith in
Christ was the greatest gift he could share with others.

“Look in the mirror,” Palmieri told the nmates,” and say
*God made me, and He was glad He made me.”

Used to being-social outcasts, not many of the inmates — or
for that matter of the general public = would at first agree with
Palmieri’s statement.

R Groone %7

unteers throughout the dio-
. cese pointed out how they
came through their work to see inmates in a light vastly differ-
ent from that in which they initially had perceived them.

“They're not really different,” concluded Maureen Nielsen, a
resident of Corpus Christi rectory in Rochester, who works with
one of Corpus’ four prison ministry groups that visit the
Monroe County Jails in Rochester and Henrietta, as well as
Groveland. .

Nielsen asserted that good families and good economic back-
grounds often save many people from making — and paying for
— the costly mistakes that doom the lives of so many inmates.

“I’s just a simple incident that separates us from them,”
Nielsen continued. “The choices that they made were choices
anyone could have made.”

Indeed, “There but for the grace of

. Continued on page 18
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