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COLUMNISTS

By Patricia Schoelles, SS}
Courier Columnist

Pope John Paul II is scheduled to
visit the United States this week. There
is great excitement in the Archdioce-
ses of Newark, New York and Balti-
‘more where he will visit, celebrate Eu-

charist and give several important
talks. :
Few people alive today are held in
greater reverence than is the pope. He
would be revered by many simply be-
cause of the office he holds, but Pope
John Paul I also possesses many per-
sonal characteristics that add to his
stature among us.

He has accomplished a great deal
during his time in office, and many
people across the globe have been in-
fluenced by him and by the leadership
he has exercised.

In thinking about the moral life,
Catholics have been inspired in many
ways by the work of this pope.

Many of his encyclicals have ad-
dressed aspects of the moral life, and
these will remain important docu-
ments for the understanding of our
moral tradition in the decades to
come. ‘

As I reflected a bit this week on all I
have come to learn from reading and
studying Pope John Paul II's theology

on the moral life, I was conscious of

1

several major themes that remain for
me a major contribution of this man
to my own understanding of the
Catholic moral life.

Five such themes might provide in-
teresting reflection_ items as we all
focus on the pope’s visit to our coun-
try: :
PERSONALISM: The foundation
of all our moral teachings resides in
the doctrine of human dignity and in-
dividual rights.

In all his writing, Pope John Paul II
has focused relentlessly on the human

person and on the prlorlty of the
claims of persons over those of other
institutions.

OUR SOCIAL NATURE: Though
we are centers of freedom and indi-
vidual responsibility before God, we
are not solitary beings; we are social
and interdependent, called to achieve
our full potential by living in relation-
ship with others in community.

Pope John Paul II has made enor-
mous contributions in the area of
human social relationships, from fam-
ily life through justice between classes
and nations.

CHURCH IN SERVICE TO HU.
MANITY: This Pope has made enor-
mous contributions to our under-

. standing of the church as an institu-

tion directed toward making our histo-
ry as a people more human.

His vision of the church focuses
very clearly on the church’s call to
have a healing and elevating impact on
the dignity of the person, on its role in
strengthening society, and on the

church as an agent helping to infuse

everyday activity with deeper meaning
and importance.
JUSTICE: Perhaps more than any

other pope, John Paul I has promoted .

the church as a means of defending
human dignity, promoting human

- rights, and building up the entire

human family. -

) F Pope has greatly affected moral thinking

In his life as well as in his writings,
Pope John Paul has consistently called
for the pursuit of more humane and
just living conditions for all, and for

. the guarantee of human dignity by all

societies and institutions.

LIBERATION: The goal of the
human fulfillment of all people de-
mands that wealthier nations help
poor ones and that economic and so-
cial structures be reformed to allow
for the economic development of all
people living on this planet.

Pope John Paul II has encouraged
us to appreciate the connection be-
tween- spiritual wellbeing and eco-
nomic well-being, and to work togeth-
er to empower those who need to pur-
sue their own liberation from unjust
and marginalizing social structures.

This is my list of important themes
-for my life from the papal ministry of
Pope John Paul II. I'm sure that if oth-
ers were to try this exercise on their
own, the list would be quite different.

As a church we still need to grow
and develop in these five areas. We are
not yet fully appreciative of their im-
plications for our life together.

Let us continue to pray for one an-
other and for the pope himself that we
can continue to increase in our appre-
ciation for what it will mean to truly
embody these five unporrant pillars of
the moral life.

- ‘Put feet to fazth’ to make it increase

By Father Albert Shamon
Courier columnist

Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Luke 17:5-
10; (R1) Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:24; (R2) 2
Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14.

The theme of Sunday’s readmgs is
faith. Habakkuk says, “The just man,
because of his faith, shall live.” The
apostles asked the Lord, “Increase our
faith.”  «<"

There-are two kinds of faith: creedal
and personal._

Creedal faith is notional: it means
accepting statements. “I believe. what
you say.” Personal faith is experiential:
it means accepting a way of life. “I be-
lieve in you; therefore I trust you and I
will follow you.”

Creedal faith addresses the intellect.
Personal faith addresses the heart.
Creedal faith is static: makes one a be-
liever. Personal faith is dynamic:

~makes one a doer. It means living the
faith and, so, is capable of increase.

In the few verses just before today’s
Gospel, Jesus had been talking about
forgiveness. He had been telling the
apostles to forgive those who had in-
jured them — not just once or twice,
mind you, but 70 times seven times.
Wow! Who can do that? So the apos-
tes asked Jesus to increase their faith.

The apostles’ problem was not a
‘lack of faith. Jesus told them that the
size of their faith was not the issue.
Just a little faith could uproot the
deeply rooted sycamore and transplant
it into the sea. Jesus was telling them
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that to do great things, miraculous
things, only a little faith was needed.

Their problem, like ours, is that too
often we want God to solve all our
problems and make the way smooth
and easy.

Their problem, and ours, is a lack of
action on our faith. The apostles had
faith, but they did not use the faith
they had. The same is true of us. We
have more faith than we think.

If we have ever turned on a light
switch, filled our car with gas, mailed
a letter, flown in an alrplane, or rid-

 den in an elevator, believe me, we have

faith.
We have as much faith as Mother

Teresa of Galcutta or Mother Angeli-
ca, but we just sit around waiting for
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God to “increase our faith” — for Hlm
to do it all!

A sales manager of a large real es-
tate firm was interviewing an appli-
cant for a sales job. “Why have you
chosen this career?” he asked.

“I dream of making a million dollars -
- in real estate, like my father,” the

young man replied.

“Your father made a million dollars
in real estate?” the manager asked.

“No,” replied the young man, “but
he always dreamed of it.”

The Bible never mentions the
dreamnis of the apostles; it doesn’t even

“mention the ideas of the apostles.

However, it devotes an entire book to
the “ACTS of the Apostles.”
We can pray until we are blue in the

face for God to give us more faith, but
God wants us to get into action using
the faith we already have.

Some French prisoners of war dur-
ing World War II were forced to work
in a German munitions factory. When
they realized that the bombs they were
making were being used to destroy
their beloved homeland, they created
a malfunction in the detonating de--
vice. As a result of the prisoners’ ef-
forts, the bombs — which were. sup-
posed to detonate on impact — did not
explode.

Puzzled by so many failed attacks,
the French investigated. Upon open-
ing the bombs, they found inside slips
of paper that said: “We are doing the
best we can with what we’ve got, where
we are, every chance we get.”

“The just man, because of his faith,
shall live.” He shall live a life of faith.
He will do the best he can with what
he’s got, wherever he is, every chance
he gets.

We must put feet to what faith we
have; then it will increase. Jesus was
telling His disciples to act on the faith
they had — to make a difference where
they could.

If you want to increase your faith,
increase your action. It is not faith we
lack, but commitment, dedication, and
a willingness to live our faith. Jesus
knew this, so he told the apostles to
put feet-to-faith.

Act! Live the faith! The devil-trem-
bles whenever someone resolves, “Yes,
Lord, I'll do 1t'”
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“If we behaved like
true Christians
there would be no

pagans.” I

-Pope John XXIII




