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God Juts tender love for all of us 
Dearly beloved, 
we are God's children now; 
what we shall later be has not yet come to light. 
We do know that when it comes to light 
we shall be like God 
for we shall see God as God really is. 

ljohn 3:2 

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

This passage has always been one of my 
New Testament favorites. I am sure that's 
because the words touch the mystery of our 
relationship with God. But I am also 
certain that I keep returning to them 
because they speak to me about the 
dynamism of human life in a joyful and 
hope-filled way. 

This week I found myself circling back to 
this passage with unusual frequency. That's 
primarily because of Julie Neff, Anne 
Kidera, Joe Kita and Margaret Mitchell 
Bills. 

On Thursday Julie, my grandniece, abso­
lutely lit up the room when she and her 
parents, some friends and I gathered to cel­
ebrate her parents' second wedding 
anniversary. It was a joyous occasion made 
the more so by the beauty, innocence and 
openness of this little child. 

As I watched Julie react to the motion 
and colors around her, and noticed her 
respond to the affection shown by all in 
our company, I couldn't help think about 
her future. What will she be like when she 
starts to walk? To talk? To go to school? To 
date?!!!! What will be her special gifts? And 
toughest challenges? Who are the people 
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who with her family will love her and 
support her through it all? 

On Saturday at St. Mary's, Canandaigua, 
Anne Kidera from Rochester's St. Thomas 
More Parish gave a witness talk as we 
honored a group of high school seniors 
who were nominated by their parish 
communities to receive the Hands of Christ 
award for faithful and generous service. On 
Sunday afternoon at St. John the 
Evangelist, Greece, Joe Kita from St. 
Mary's, Scottsville, did the same. 

Both Anne and Joe were remarkably 
powerful witnesses who spoke from the 
heart as they reflected on their personal 
experience. They spoke about the people 
who had touched their lives, about how 
diey have come to know God's love in the 
care, affection and witness of odiers. As 
Anne and Joe spoke, I remembered that 

they had once been the size of Julie and 
marveled at how God had so graciously 
and kindly led them to this stage in their 
lives. 

This morning at St. Augustine's, Troy, I 
joined our family to celebrate the Mass of 
Christian Burial for my aunt, Margaret 
Mitchell Bills, called home to God in the 
100th year of her life among us. One of the 
readings her family chose for the liturgy 
was the passage cited above. The family 
told me that they chose it because they saw 
in Margaret, even in the 100th year of her 
life, an innocence and openness to God 
that they found astounding. She was a 
person of deep faith and utter confidence 
in the goodness of God. 

Shordy before Margaret died she asked 
her daughter (I'm sure, to make her smile), 
" I'm almost 100 years old. Do you think 
God has forgotten me?" That seemed hard­
ly likely to the family. One of them put it 
well for all when he said, "How could God 
forget anyone who talks to him 10 hours a 
day?" 

Margaret's life and death, her faith 
brought me back to Julie and Anne and Joe 
once again — and to God's tender love for ' 
each of them. God will stay with them for 
all of their days — no matter what —just as 
God stayed with Margaret dirough die 
years. 

Such experiences give me confidence 
that God will also love and lead you and 
me to die fullness of life for which we were 
made. 

Peace to all. 
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