September 28, 1995

Faithful
or Life

¢ U.S. bishops call on nation
| to end grave attacks on life

By Jerry Filteau
Catholic News Service

CHICAGO — During their
June 15-17 spring meeting in
Chicago, the U.S. Catholic bish-
ops overwhelmingly approved a
statement — which will be re-
leased publicly Sept. 28 — con-
demning abortion and euthana-
sia as “particularly grave” at-
tacks on human life. '

The 29-page statement, titled
“Faithful for Life,” calls ad-
vances in abortion and euthana-
sia in the name of human free-
dom “freedom gone wrong.”

In a meeting marked by sharp
divisions and lengthy debates
over liturgical issues, the bish-
ops approved “Faithful for Life”
by a 207-1 margin June 16 with
almost no debate.

The statement compares
legal abortion and proposals of
legal euthanasia in America to
the nation’s former denial of
human rights to blacks in slav-
ery. It also compares. them to
this century’s Nazi campaigns to
exterminate Jews, Slavs, Gypsies
and the mentally ill on the basis
of theories that classified those
groups as “subhuman.”

It addresses the major themes
and teachings of Pope John Paul
I’s recent encyclical on life is-
sues, “Evangelium Vitae” (“The
Gospel of Life”).

The papal encyclical, it says,
“reminded us that the modern
phenomena of abortien and eu-
thanasia highlight a crying need
to respect, protect, love and
serve human life.”

According to the statement,
the widespread “disdain for life”
that has made abortion and eu-
thanasia acceptable to many
Americans today is rooted “in
the breakdown of the family.”
.. There has been a “decay of
~ inviolable trust” within families

— between spouses, between
parents and children and be-
tween adult children and their
elder parents — it says.

It says the church’s primary
concern is to form consciences
on these issues, even though the
bishops are sometimes per-
ceived as being interested only
or pgimarily in legislation.

“Faithful for Life,” subtitled
“A Moral Reflection,” was draft-
ed by the Committee on Pro-
Life Activities of the National
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, chaired by Cardinal Roger
M. Mahony of Los Angeles.

In linking abortion and eu-
thanasia to a breakdown of fi-
delity in family relations, the
statement — like the papal en-
cyclical — criticizes “an individ-
ualistic concept of freedom”
which “severs the true meaning
of freedom from its moorings
and distorts social life.” This no-
tion-of freedom, it says, “extols
a society in which individuals
stand side by side but have no
bonds holding them together.”

“In thie course of a very few
years,” it says, “many people
have come to think-of an un-
planned baby as an unwanted
baby and of ‘an undesired baby
as an undesirable one. The pre-
scribed social remedy has been
to put an end to the baby’s life
before he or she can make a
claim on yours.”

— It describes a similar dynamic

~ behind the acceptance of eu-

thanasia: “Some even believe
that a parent or a spouse who
has lost the capacity to fend for
herself or himself, or is too old
or sick to be a good companion,
or for whom the cost of care is
hard to bear, should be helped
to die.”

“It is cruelly ironic that the

-.. thought of eliminating one’s

child or one’s parent could be

considered an acceptable, even
altruistic, action,” the text says.

It acknowledges the often
“tragic and painful” problems
that may lead a woman to an
abortion decision but says that
“none of these circumstances,
however serious or tragic, gives
a parent a right to kill his or her
child before birth.”

It also acknowledges that peo-
ple dealing with questions of
death and dying often face com-
plex and anguishing dilemmas,
but it says such dilemmas never
justify “the violation of life
known as euthanasia.”

“A genuine respect for life ab-
hors euthanasia and assisted sui-
cide as attacks on life,” the state-
ment says. “At the same time, it
does not require us to impose
the burdens of overtreatment
on persons near death ... The
capacity to manage pain, to pre-
vent isolation and to offer a
comforting presence to patients
we cannot cure, is essential to
the health care profession and is
among its duties to patients.”

The statement emphasizes
the primary role of the bishops
as that of moral teachers.

“Our public statements on
abortion and euthanasia have
often responded to events in the
legislative and social order,” it
says. “This has unfortunately
fed a misunderstanding, both
within the church and without,
that we look only to laws and
government to assure society of
justice” On the contrary, it says.
“Helping to inform the con-
sciences of our Catholic people
is our first priority.”

At the same time, it says, the
bishops as citizens have a right
and duty to insist that “the laws
and policies of the United
States” protect human rights in-
cluding “the foremost "unalien-
able right”™ of life itself.

ERWR L PN

-

4


file:///itac
svsu.ni

