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CATHOLIC COURIER . F IN REVIEW

NEW YORK (CNS) — The following
are capsule film reviews from the US.
Catholic Conference’s Office for Film
and Broadcasting. |

‘Unstrung Heroes’

(Hollywood) A bittersweet cbmedy
about a 12-year-old who lives with ec-

who is being cared for at home, by his
emotionally stressed dad (John Turtur-
ro). Sensitive performances and dis-
tinctive characters keep the mother’s
loss from becoming maudlin as the un-
“cles teach the child about the impor-
tance of family and his Jewish faith in
coping with' life and death. Contains
the death of a parent and occasional

— adults and adolescents. The Motion
Picture ‘Association of America rating
is PG — parental guidance suggested.

‘Hackers’
(United Artists) Jumbled crime story

about a computer expert (Fisher

Stevens) who electronically steals mil-
lions from a corporation, then at-
tempts to frame teenage computer
freaks for the crime. The film relies on
zippy pacing instead of narrative logic
in an overbusy script. Features ambigu-
ous treatment of whitecollar crime,
fleeting nudity and an instance of
rough language. The USCC classifica-
tion is A-IIl —adults. The MPAA rating
is PG-13 — parents are suongly cau-
tioned that some material may be in-

‘Heroes’ shows faith’s role
in coping with family crisis

centric uncles during the terminal ill- ,
ness of his mom (Andie MacDowell),

Watt star in ‘Unstrung Heroes.’
cursing. The USCC classification is A-Il ~- 9 :

o Hollywood Pit.:turas Company
John Turturro (right) and Nathan

appropriate for children under 13.

‘Angus’

(New Line) Formula comedy in
which a tubby teen (Charlie Talbert)
must overcome low selfesteem and
taunting classmates before finding
courage to talkto the girl-ofhis dreams
(Ariana Richards). Cardboard charac-
ters and dull direction result in a
préachy, predictable tale about beauty
being only skin deep. Contains some
sexual innuendo, comic roughhousing,
crude slang and a needless instance of
rough language. The USCC classifica-
tion is A-IlI — adults. The MPAA rating
is PG-13 — parents are strongly cau-
tioned that some material be in-
appropriate for children under 13.

‘Comparison to encyclical hurts

commentary on social violence

“Violence Unveiled: Humanity at the
Crossroads,” by Gil Bailie; Crossroad
(New"York, 1995); 293 pp.; $24.95.

Reviewed by William Droel
Catholic News Service

Earlier this year
Pope john Paul II .
issued Evangelium
Vitae (“The Gospel
of Life”), the long-
awaited encyclical
that contrasts two
forces in our world
today: the culture

{ death” : '
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echoes the same theme.

All societies, Bailie begins, have a con-
quering hero or other violent mythology
that is invoked whenever that society is
threatened. This culture of “sacred vio-
lence” is used to support war, quash dis-
sent, deter crime and channel what
would otherwise be totally destructive
ravages of passion.

Whether it is “Pope Urban II declaring
that God willed the first Crusade; or
Thomas Jefferson saying that the tree of
liberty must be periodically watered with
the blood of patriots and tyrants; or
Lenin saying you can’t make an omelet
without breaking eggs — cultures have
forever commemorated some form of sa-
cred violence at their origins and consid-

ered it a sacred duty to re-enact it in |

times of crisis,” Bailie writes.

Jesus’ death on the cross, however,
has given the world a superior myth —
oné that is based on active nonviolence.
Granted, Jesus' life-giving mythology
has not always been accepted these past
two millennia. Even his followers and
his church have often forgotten its
power. And so, “in our world a struggle

is taking place between the power of the
(violent) sacrificial and scapegoating
myths and the Gospel’s deconstruction
of them,” Bailie observes.

Yet even in the face of Bosnia, the Mid-
dle East and other violent parts of our
world, Bailie is convinced that the
Gospel of life is winning. “The Gospel
can be trashed and betrayed and cor-
rupted almost beyond recognition with-
out fatally compromising its inherent de-
mythologizing power,” he asserts. Glory-
ing in violence is becoming less and less
acceptable.

Bailie packed his effort with references
to literature, linguistics; politics, philoso-
phy'and Scripture. Yet for all that, the

book is often discursive. Among other de- -

tours, it contains a long section on the
meaning of the word “metaphor,” and an-
other on the bankruptcy of philosophy.
This book is also not meant to be orig-
inal. It is an extended commentary on
the thinking of essayist and cultural an-
thropologist Rene Girard. On average,
Girard is mentioned about once every

. four pages. (The index is unreliable.)

In that “Violence Unveiled” is inspired
by Girard, it seems selfserving for him,
on the dust jacket, to call this book “a
most significant achievement, and of
great importance.” In fact, there’s too
much hype surrotinding this book.

In the wake of the tragedy in Okla-
homa City, one-hopes that-our nation
will engage in a serious reflection on the
nature of violence. This book is very
timely in that context. Yet Pope John
Paul’s encyclical presents the main
themes in a more useful fashion.

Droel is campus minister and an instruc-
tor at Moraine Valley Community College,
Palos Hills, Il I

Auailable at your bookstore or order pre-
paid from Crossroad, /o Harper & Row,
Keystone Industrial Park, Scranton, Pa.

18512. Add $2 for shipping and handling.
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Alaska Cruise & Tour/ fro 11-21, 1996
e o I aae | 1 NEXT-TO-NEW SALE
- Rail Cars/Denali Tour, Anchorage tour/Port of Call

. Sitka, Skagway, Junea, Ketchikan, Cruising
_ Inside Passage & Cruising College Fjord & Columbia
glacier & much more. Please call for details and itinerary

Australia Tour all Inclusive
17 days from Cairns to Sydney Escorted N
Mr. Sal Orsi From March 7.25, 1996 “ i
Beautiful One Day, More Perfect The Next” Tour. _
Great Barrier Reef/6 Islander
Call for itinerary, copy & Details

Fully Escorted Motorcoach Tours
Christmastime in NYC, Dec. I- 3,95 all indl. with a fabulous
RadnCnyShow,Dnm&msewlopmbw,anmls&Mom

" Festival of Lights with Loretia Lynn i concert-Operng Ni
o e A Pomeer Operng Nt
- Dehwxe Sitdown dinner with wine incl. at Como's $74-pp.

HIGH CLASS TOURS

1-800-647-8032 - (7161 247-9032

ATTENTION:
 PARENTS OF CHILDREN
WITH ADD OR ADHD

There is a natural, holistic
approach that works.

Call today for information
and a free cassette

(800) 283-8073

90-Day Money Back Guarantee

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Muzet Inc.

Blessed Sacrament Auditorium
Monroe Ave. ot Oxford Si.

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
Oct. 4,5,6 « 9 AMto 8 PM
Sat., Oct. 7 « 9 AM to 2 PM tat price)

Clothing of ol sizes for the entire familys 1500
sweatersemuch children’s clothingepetite
wedding gowneShoesebootseaccessoriesebooks
jewelrysfumitureedesksesaunaecabinetselampss
inensedrapessdishesekitchen itemsesmall appir-
ancessluggagescomputerse TV serecords &
albumssCD’setapeseboutiqueeXmas shops
antiquesegresting cardsehardwares toyss
sports & exercise equipment

Come for lunch or supper. Bring your friends!

AthruZ )
Handyman/Remodeling

100% Satisfaction guaranteed on all work
* Carpentry/New/Oid « Plumbing added Faucets/
. . Toilet Leaks Repaired

Adadoseloraroon b iainSidingRooing
" Decks instaled repalred g ationAttic/Crawispace
* Electrical : + Screen doors/Windows/
« Guiters/cleaned/repaired  Repaired

and more!

Fully insured om@,F;%)E;&.ssss

Emest Ouellette Home (315) 946-9952

Rental Plans to Suit You .

MUZET 3™ gack to School .

Back To Music

Cheerleading

Ballet

»

219 W. Commercial St., East Rochester

Hours Mon. - Thurs. 9:00-8:00 Fri. & Sat. 9:00 - 5:00 * 586-5320

Classes Are Filling Fast!
Dont Miss Out On All The Fun.

s

START NOW! Invest In Your
Child’s Future

Expert Instruction

State of the Art 22,000 Sq. Ft. Gym

» Gymnastics Training for all Ages

Prime Time Nursery Program

“Safety First, Last, and Always!”
‘Ihe GYMNASTICS
" TRAINING CENTER

OF ROCHESTER. INC.

2051 Fairport Nine Mile Poiﬁt Rd.
- Gym: (716) 388-8686



file://-/adults

