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Catholic agency assists couples
w1th adoption of Chmese babies

By Elaine Spencer

Cathohc News Service

EAST PEORIA, 1. — At 10
months, Bethany Joy Bremer is
known for her smile — and she
has a lot to smile about these
days. '

She didn’t have much going
for her at birth, because she was
a girl born in China ~ where the
government . usually gives cou-
ples just one chance to have a
child, and many want that child
to be a boy.

Her birth parents abandoned
her and she spent the first eight
months of her life in an or-

phanage.

Today she lives with her adop-
tive parents, Warren and Con-
nie Bremer, and her new broth-
er and sister in East Peoria. She
has learned to crawl, sit up and
stand with assistance, and her
brother and sister sometimes
fight over who gets to hold her,
their mother says.

. In July the Bremers became
the first couple to adopt an in-
fant from China with assistance

from the Peoria diocese’s -

Catholic Social Service, which
recently launched a drive to re-
cruit central Hlinois families will-
ing to adopt Chinese children.

The Bremers said that de-
spite the paperwork, travel and
expense involved in adopting
from China, it pays off for cou-
 ples eager to adopt.”

“We wanted another baby,
and we know she didn’t have
much hope for a future in
China,” Connie Bremer told The
Catholic Post, Peoria’s diocesan
newspaper. “It’s well worth it.”

The role Catholic Social Ser-
vice plays in an adoption from
China or any foreign country is
to conduct the home study, li-
cense the home and help the
adoptive family complete paper-
work required by the U.S. Im-
migration and Naturalization
Service,  according to Joe
Knapp, coordinator of the
Catholic agency’s adoption pro-

gram. .
Knapp said Catholic Social
Service began seeking adoptive
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Warren and Conme Bremer pose for a family picture with their

. children James, newly adopted Bethany Joy, and Jenna. Born

in China and abandoned by her birth parents, Bethany Joy now
lives with the Bremers in East Peoria, IIl

families for Chinese infants
after “we started getting infor-
mation from foreign adoption
agencies that an overwhelming
number of children — mostly

~ girls — were available in China.”
The number of orphaned or .

abandoned infant girls in China
is so great, Knapp said, that
agencies handling adoptlons
from China cannot even esti-
mate how many there are.

Knapp attributes the massive
number of homeless baby girls
to the Chinese government’s
family planning policy limiting
couples to one child. For cultur-
al, social and economic reasons,
he said, many couples prefer
that their child be male, and if
they have a girl, they may at-
tempt to get rid of her so they

_can try again for a son.

While many such girls are re-
portedly aborted or killed at
birth, Knapp said ‘numerous
others, like Bethany, have sim-
ply been abandoned by their
birth parents.

The Bremers found out about
Chinese adoptions in January of
this year, when they spotted a
newspaper ad placed by a Euro-
pean adoption consulting agen-
cy.

As part of the application
process, the Bremers had to

It’s a honeymoon you'll fall in
love with. A Royal Caribbean

Western Ciribbean: Grand
Cayman, Ocho Rios, our own
private island, Coco Cay, and -
others. Your host: the Majesty of

countless amenities. Including an
onboard staff that positively
pampers you. Plus, if you so
choose, such luxuries as
champagne breakfasts in bed,
afterdinner sweets and a formal
portrait in an engraved frame.
Cruises book quickly, so call today
for details. For that once-in-a-life-
time trip, timing is everything.

ALASKA + BAHANAS « CARIBBEAN « THE FAR EAST+
HAWA!l » MEDITERRANEAN + MEXICO » PANAMA
CANAL - RUSSIA + SCANDINAVIA

SE S 264-9393

write a letter to Chinese author-
ities promising to care for the

. child properly and to teach her

about her Chinese heritage.
. Adoption of a Chinese infant
via an international adoption
ncy usually costs between
$12,000 and $17,000, according
to Knapp. The fe¢ varies de-
pending on which foreign agen-
cy handles the adoption.

“I would say that once the
home study is done, you're look-
ing at about four to eight
months” before a couple re-
ceives an adoptive child from

- Ching; Knapp. said. In contrast,

couples seeking to adopt
healthy white American infants
via Catholic Social Service usu-
ally face a one- to threeyear
wait, he added.

“We're excited about the pos-
sibilities for our families,”
Knapp said. “This is a real good

opportunity for families who .

_have been hoping for a child.”

When only the best will do
on her special day.
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3 Monroe Avenue - Pittsford Village
parking in rear
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l l “From 50 to 1000 People”
Since 1955 -
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| s WEDDINGS
 BANQUETS « DANCES
o SALES PROMOTIONS
* BOWLING PARTIES
* RETIREMENT PARTIES
* CLAMBAKES * BUFFETS
N 235-6978
1420 Scottsville Road

Rochester, NY 14624
R & R O’'CONNORS PARTY HOUSE, INC.

Montour Falls
607-535-6680

Geneseo .
" 243-0681

"To FUTURE BRIDES & GROOMS

Congratalations on your committment and dedication to each other.
May God bless you with a rich and rewarding manniage.
To help choose the size and spacing of

3¢ The diocese rate among couples practicing Natural Family Planning is 2%
3¢ The diocese rate among the rest of Catholics and non-Catholics is 50%

¥ Natural Family Planning is more effective than birth control pills and condoms
in preventing pregnancies. :

3¢ Natural Family Planning helps couples conceive by identifying a woman's fer-
tile period each menstrual cycie.

3¢ Natural Family Planning is totally safe, has none of the harmful side effects of
the pill and costs nothing o use.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT CLASSES,
ConTtacT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TEACHERS

Yves & Debbie Robinson June Mcintosh
Fairport Canastota
425-3849 315-687-5629

Stephen Spaulding, MD

Jathes & Pat Wheeler

your families, consider

Mary Parker
Seneca Falls
315-568-8701
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