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COMMENTARY 
CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

Predicting the church's third millennium 
By Patricia Schoelles, SSJ 
Courier columnist 

1 don't ordinarily put much stock in 
predictions about the future, but a 
book I've just finished reading, has 
caused me to make an exception. 

The book is "Ministry: Lay Ministry 
in the Roman Catholic Church," by 
Kenan B. Osborne, OFM. Father Os
borne concludes his book with a sort 
of prediction about characteristics he 
thinks will be evidenced by "third mil
lennium disciples of Christ, whether of 
conservative or progressive stance." 

His list of characteristics is interest
ing and thought-provoking. Here are 
just a few of the characteristics Father 
Osborne thinks will distinguish 
Catholics of the next millennium: 

1. An effort to clarify the meaning 
of our God, who is creator of all and, 
therefore, loves each and every human 
in an equal way. We clarify and convey 
the meaning of our God, of course, not 
just in what we think, but also in our ac
tions and in the way we organize our 
communities. Great systems of exclu-
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sion are operating all over the world, 
and to whatever extent we tolerate and 
support these, we are betraying our be-
lief in the God who is creator of us all. 

2. The rightful emergence of the "lay 
person" as the primary disciple in the 
church. We will all continue to grow in 
our recognition that the baptized-eu-

charistic Christian has been entrusted 
with continuing the mission of Christ 
in the world through the community 
of the church. For centuries, perhaps, 
lay Catholics have seen themselves as 
recipients of decisions about church 
life and mission made by others. Now 
delegated to make decisions in the so
cial order, the moral order and the 
spiritual order, lay people will see 
themselves more and more"as "part 
and parcel of the very process whereby 
the ... church arrives at decisions, and 
not simply as recipients of decisions 
made by others." 

3. Third-millennium Christians will 
take at face value the equality of all 
human beings, regardless of gender, 
ethnicity, social status" or religious in
volvement. With others, Osborne inter
prets the last few centuries of world 
history as the gradual recognition that 
all human beings are equal. 

4. An untiring effort to clarify the 
meaning of the human Jesus: his mes
sage, his ministry, his identity and his 
life. We will continue to focus on the 
issue of the Gospel message of salva

tion for the poor, the marginated and 
the dispossessed. 

5. "Above all else, however, the third 
millennium Christian will return to the 
gospels again and again, seeking to es
tablish discipleship." Through our par
ticipation in the mission, of Jesus and 
our constant effort to live in compan
ionship with Him and to let his life be 
the vine that gives us life, the church 
will come to be what it is called to be. 

This is only a partial list of the one 
developed in the book, and I have em
bellished Osborne's words with my 
own much poorer ones. As I've already 
stated, I don't often take predictions 
about the future very seriously. But Os
borne's book shows him to be a careful 
and responsible theologian grounded 
in the history and tradition of the 
church. His predictions are based in 
the very best theology of the Second 
Vatican Council and those who have 
carried it forward over die last 30 
years. 

He surely gave me something to 
think about. Perhaps others also will 
find these ideas thought-provoking. 
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GENERAL 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 7t6-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic-Courier. 

MEMA & BEBA - HAPPY 50th 
ANNIVERSARY! 50 years ago 
on Sept. 22, 1945, Guy and 
Yolanda Bossa were united in 
Holy Matrimony at St. Jerome 
Church, East Rochester. May 
you continue to be blessed and 
keep our family love. From 
Andre and Alexander. 

Business 
Opportunities 

Own Your 
Own Business 

Short hours 
Excellent profits 

Owner is ready to retire. Ideal down

town location, est take-out restaurant 

with good growth potential. 

Call today, 467-5937 

Card of Thanks 

THANKSGIV ING TO Holy Spir
it and St. Jude for favor re
ceived. VS 

T H A N K S TO Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, St. Jude and Blessed 
Mother for favor received. MM 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

HOUSEKEEPER: W. Irondequoit 
- Clean, laundry, ironing, errands, 
light cooking; part-time; 10-20 
flexible hours per week; $5 per 
hour cash; in new home. Please 
call Rocco. 716/235-0010. 

HOME W O R K E R S WANTED! 
Make $480 weekly! From your lo
cation. Process grocery premi
ums. We mail checks weekly! Ap
plication, send long self-ad
dressed, stamped envelope: 
S H O P FOR LESS, 81 
Weavervil le Rd., STE 378, 
Asheville, NC 28804. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

NEWS/COPY 

EDITOR: 
Catholic Courier seeks 
highly organized word-
smith to oversee as
signments, polish copy 
of three experienced 
staff writers. Requires 
BA/BS in journalism, 
strong news & feature 
sense, superior editing 
skills, deadline orienta
tion and understand
ing of current issues in 
Catholic Church. Send 
resume, 5 writing sam
ples to: General Man
ager, Catholic Courier, 
1150 Buffalo Rd., 
Rochester 14624, or 
fax to (716) 328-8640. 
Absolutely no calls. 
Deadline Sept. 25. 

PENFIELD COUPLE: Seeking 
mature, patient, non-smoking care
giver for newborn in our home 
near Penfield's Four Corners. 
Weekdays 6:30am-4:30pm. Experi
enced and references required. Call 
after 4:30pm 264-1473 

Certified Nursing 
Assistants 

Part T ime. Minimal shift rota
tion, primarily days and 
every-other weekend. 

Contact: 
Director of Nursing 

St. Joseph ' s 
Convent Infirmary 

716-381-4064 

Maintenance Worker 
Full Time 

Monday-Friday 

7:30 a.rn.-4:00 p.m. 

Contact: 
Director of Maintenance 
St. Joseph's Convent 

Infirmary 
716-381-4064 
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EMPLOYMENT PfOPI fTY^ l tJifJPEBMgES?: 

Situations Wanted Unfurnished Apartments 

COMPANION AIDE: Available for 
elderly; evenings, weekends or 
live-in. Call days, 716/461-9464. 

MERCHANDISE 

Wanted to Buy 

MIDTOWN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER. 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to shopping. On a direct busline. 

Studio $299 One Bedroom $359 
All utilities included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Mass Services 
475 East Broad S t 546-3650 

Jfflarfipn'a Antique* 
Top cash paid for old wood fur
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

Electricians 

AX-NOLAN 
f *£ ELECTRIC 
FOR ALL YOUR ELECTIRCAL NEEDS 

Fully licensed & insured 
107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 

PROPERTY? • -^ f f -A* 

Houses 

LUXURY LIFESTYLE AT 

Mayflower Village 

^22!T* 

• ^ Mi. Riviera II 
2 Bedroom/ 2 Bath 

Cathedral Great Room 

Walk-In Closet 

Patio Villas -"the condo alternative" 
• Private master bedroom suites! * Never shovel or 
• First floor laundry cut grass again! 
• 2 car garage, lull basement • Handicapped accessible! 
• Fully landscaped! • Pond sites available! 

"Well help you every step of the way" 

3 models open 
Sat. & Sun. 1 4 

Mayflower Village 
Buffalo Road & Westside Drive 

247-0440 

Sue Christ ie 
Sales Associate Nothnaete 

REALTORS^) 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks H o m e Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort 

Heating & Air Conditioning 
Specialists 

• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
424-4848 

Home Improvement 

A L MEYVIS SR. Masonry re
pairs. Brick steps, sidewalks, re
pair, etc. 35 yrs. exp. Reason
able. 716-323-1007. 

Masonry 

A 865 -4170 

AMERICAN 
MASONHY & CHIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MABONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving 
g ^ a n d S t o r a g e l n c 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 473-4357 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

BURG-MASTER Painting - pa-
perhang ing , texture cei l ings, 
wal ls, ceil ings repaired. Insured, 
powerwashing. Dan Burgmas-
ter, 716-663-0827. 

AL MEYVIS, JR., PAINTER 
Interior/Exterior 

All small jobs welcome 

3 8 3 - 8 8 7 6 • 398 -443S 

G r a n d a d d y ' s 
Handyman Service 

Painting, wallpapering, 
house cleaning, yam woric, 
^ s . small repairs 4C 

SZ Art • 4^1329 V 
XJ W * • 247-1342 \ 

£S 
Painting & 

Wallcovering 

BERNARD K. BAYER & SON 
Master Painters \_"f>«'V 
Painting & Wallpaper x \ 

Wood Finishing and Gutters 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 

Est 1952 (716)381-0812 

Plumbing 

?roH6 &. ScAutA. 

"One T r i p Plumber" 
W e Specialize in Repairs, 
Remolding, Replacement 

870 WintonRd. North 288-6997 

C A S S I D Y Plumbing and Heating 
• Licensed, Bonded 
• Bathroom Remolding ̂  
• No Service Charges 
• Free Estimates 
• Senior Citizen Discount 
11 Comfort S t 
Rochester, NY 232-2000 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

GUTTER CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 

Call MONROE 
GUTTERCLEANING 
533-2260 or 334-0701 

BOWMAN 
ROOFING & SIDING CO. 

Established 1912 
• Roof Repairs • Siding 
• Replacement Window | | | i | i | 
• Seentess Aluminum Gutters | m U 

671-3270 671-2912 

To advertise in 
the Courier 
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3284340 


