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Catholic Charities proffers hurricane relief aid 
By Jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - Catholic Charities 
USA has set aside an initial $25,000 for 
disaster relief in the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
where Hurricane Marilyn killed at least 
eight people and destroyed or damaged 
thousands of homes and businesses Sept. 
16. 

In Massachusetts, Bishop Sean O'Mal-
ley of Fall Rivei*— who was bishop of die 
Virgin Islands from 1985-92 - asked pas
tors to take up a special collection in all 
parishes to help the hurricane victims. 

He told reporters at an impromptu 
news conference Sept. 18 that the imme
diate concern was essentials like food and 
pure water, but Catholic institutions 
there will be responding for years to 
needs created by the storm. 

After Hurricane Hugo in 1989, he 
said, Catholic schools were still using 
tents for classrooms two years later and 
patholic social agencies were helping 
those whose livelihood .was destroyed by 
the storm. 

The island of St. Thomas, which bore 
the brunt of the storm with winds gust-
ing up to 130 miles an hour, lost electri
cal, water and phone service. More than 
three-fourths of the island's homes were 
reported destroyed or damaged. At least 
six people were killed. 

" St. Croix, about 35 miles to the soudi, 
received a more glancing blow from Mari
lyn, but die storm left at least two dead. St 
Croix — where 90 percent of die buildings 
were destroyed six years ago in Hurricane 
Hugo — also lost water, electrical and long
distance phone service, ̂  but damage to 
homes and businesses was reportedly far 
less extensive than in St. Thomas. 

The diird large island, S t John, which 
has about 3,500 inhabitants, was also re
portedly without water, electricity or 
phone service. Early reports indicated 

about one-fifth of the homes on-St. John 
were damaged. 

Nearly 30 percent of the U.S. Virgin Is
lands' 100,000 people are Catholic. 

Jane Gallagher, Catholic Charities 
USA director of disaster response, said 
U.S. Catholics gave some $2 million 
dirough Cadiolic Charities to help vic
tims of Hurricane Hugo in the Virgin Is
lands, Puerto Rico and North Carolina in 
1989. Initial reports indicated that the 
damage to St. Thomas from Hurricane 
Marilyn was as bad as or worse than what 

Reuters/CNS 
PONTIFF BLESSES KENYANS-Dressed in a traditional Masai chief's robe 
given to him by the Kenyan people, Pope John Paul II blesses a crowd of 
some 250,000 gathered for Mass in Nairobi Sept 19. 

Late bishop remembered as foe of apartheid 
NEW YORK (CNS) - Auxiliary Bishop 

Emerson J. Moore of New York, who had 
been an outspoken opponent of Soudi 
African apartheid, died Sept 14 at age 
57 after a lengthy illness. 

A funeral Mass was to be celebrated by 
New York's Cardinal John'J. O'Connor 
Sept. 19 at St. Patrick's Cathedral. 

The bishop's physician listed the cause 
of death as unknown natural causes. 

When he was appointed bishop in 
September 1982, Bishop Moore became 
die sixth black Cadiolic bishop in die na
tion and die first black Catholic bishop 
of the New York Archdiocese. His death 
leaves 11 active black Catholic bishops in 
the U. S. 

"Bishop Moore's death constitutes a 
great loss for all die people of die Arch
diocese of New. York, for die African-
American community throughout the 
United States, and is a cause of deep per
sonal sorrow to me," said Cardinal O'
Connor in a statement Sept 15. 

In 1984, Bishop Moore was the first 
U.S. bishop arrested for civil disobedience 
after illegally blocking die entrance to die 
Soudi African consulate in New York, in 
protest against apartheid, die national pol
icy of racial segregation and white minor
ity rule diat came to an end in 1994. 

In an interview after his arrest, die 
bishop said there was-a."logical progres
sion" from his statements on apartheid to * 
his arrest, noting, "It's a topic about 
which I feel very strongly. There has to be 
a witness of die church in diis area." 

Father William Lewers, dien head of 
the U;S. Catholic Conference's Office of 
International Justice and Peace, praised 
the bishop's willingness to "lay himself 
on the line" against apartheid. 

"When a bishop of die church feels so 
strongly in conscience abou.t a matter 
that he engages in civil disobedience, 
then die members of die church should 
seriously reflect on diat issue and what 
dieir own response might be," he said in 

aninterview. 
Bishop Moore, who grew up in die 

Soudi Bronx, was born in Harlem on 
May 16, 1938. When he was 17, he con
verted to Cadiolicism. Three years later, 
he entered die seminary. 

He was ordained a priest May 30, 
11964, and named a monsignor in 1978, 
becoming the only black priest in the 
United States at the time with the title. 

In 1975, then-Father Moore was 
named pastor of St. Charles Borromeo 
Parish in Harlem, where he personally 
welcomed die pope during his 1979 visit 
to the United States and where he served 
as pastor until his death. 

Bishop Moore, who had master's de
grees in social work and public adminis
tration, served as chairman of die Africa 
Committee for Cadiolic Relief Services. 

In his statement, Cardinal O'Connor 
said diat Bishop Moore was proud of 
being black, but that his "attitudes tran
scended all racial differences." * 

Catholic 
Education: 
Pass It On 

If you a t tended Catholic school you probably 
remember the dedicated a n d caring teachers , t h e 
smaller c lasses a n d the personal at tention. 

It's n o secret, Catholic schools have always been 
known for superior academics a n d for instilling in 
o u r children a n awareness of God's love for t h e m 

- and a responsibility to r e tu rn tha t love by shar ing 
with others . • -- _ 

Today, we're bet ter t h a n ever. O u r programs mee t 
or exceed the requirements of New York State. 

O u r s tuden t s excel in academics. And we're con
stant ly upgrading to prepare for the 21s t century. 

Catholic schools continue to build on a unique 
tradition of excellence. Now you have the chance to 
p a s s it on to your child...or to some child you don't 
even know. 
For more information, please contact the Catholic 
school of your choice or call (716) 328-3210, ext. 296. 

Support Catholic Schools 

St. Croix suffered from Hugo. 
She said^he met Sept. 18 widi Barbara 

Gilliard-Payne, director of Catholic So
cial Services for the Diocese of St. 
Thomas in the Virgin Islands, who was 
visiting a sister in Northern Virginia 
when the hurricane hit. 

"Barbara has talked wkh her daughter 
(on St. Thomas), who has a cellular 
phone," Gallagher said. "Her daughter 
told her, 'Whatever pictures you see in the 
papers or on TV, it's much worse dian 
diat It's worse dian anydiing you've seen."' 

Bishop O'Malley told journalists diat 
when he was in the Virgin Islands after 
Hugo, many people survived on peanut 
butter and cold beans. They had no elec
tric power to heat the beans or to bake 
bread to go with the peanut butter. 

He said the islands depend on rain for 
drinking water, but a severe storm makes 
the water supplies unsanitary. 

Because the islands depend so heavily 
on tourism for their economic base, die 
destruction of hotels and resorts brings 
long- term loss of the means of livelihood 
for many residents, he said. 

Bishop O'Malley said diere was a rash 
of suicides in the Virgin Islands about 
eight months after Hugo hit — a phe
nomenon psychologists attributed to a 
loss of hope among people who had lost 
not only their homes but their jobs. 

Gallagher said diat after immediate 
emergency needs are met, Catholic Char-' 
ities USA will work with local Cadiolic in
stitutions to "help formulate plans for 
long-term recovery" to assure that those 
most in need are assisted and that the 
church-run projects do not duplicate 
those of other efforts. 

EDITORS'NOTE: Donations may be sent 
to: Hurricane Marilyn, Disaster Response 
Office, Catholic Charities USA 1731 King 
St., Alexandria, Va. 22314. 

BOOKS ON THE 
ANGELS AND 

SAINTS 
By Father Lawrence G. Lovasik 

FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ANGELS 
Meditation on the world of the Angels. 
With prayers $1.00 

ST. MICHAEL 
Patron for health of soul and body — $ 1 . 0 0 

ST. GABRIEL 
Angel of strength and consolation — $ 1 . 0 0 

WALKING WITH ST. RAPHAEL 
Angel of the family and the sick $1.00 

ST. JOSEPH 
The Family Saint. A novena $1.00 

PRAYERS TO ST. JOSEPH 
With 30 days' prayer $2.00 

ST. ANNE 
Patroness of the family. A novena . . . .$1.00 

ST.JUDE » 
Apostle of those in need $1.00 

ST. THERESE OF Tr«E CHILD JESUS .$1.00 
ST. CECIUA 

Model of Purity $1.00 
KATERI OF THE MOHAWKS 

Kateri Tekekwitha $1.00 
NOVENA TO POPE ST. PIUS X $1.00 
ST. ALPHONSUS -The Arthritis Saint . .$1.00 
ST. JOHN OF GOD —The Heart Saint . .$1.00 
ST. PEREGRINE - T h e Cancer Saint.. .$1.00 
ST. DYMPHNA — Patroness of nervous 
and emotionally disturbed individuals .. .$1.00 

CASSETTE TAPES ON ANGELS & SAINTS 

HOPE SERIES 
All three cassettes only $15.00 

BEST-LOVED SAINTS SERIES 
All six cassettes only $30.00 

HEAVEN SERIES 
All three cassettes only $15.00 

THE ANGEL SERIES 
Both cassettes only $10.00 

Write for free information on 
our full-line of books & cassettes. 

Send orders & requests to: 
Father Lawrence G. Lovasik 

911 West 7th Avenue 
Tarentum, PA 15064 
(Add $2.00 for postage) 


