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Parish visit provides encouragement 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I had the great pleasure of spending last 
weekend at St. Anne's Parish on Mount 
Hope Avenue in Rochester. It was a joy to 
be with that community. 

The weekend began with the Saturday 
evening rededication of their renewed 
church, and concluded Sunday afternoon 
widi a solemn evening prayer dur ing 
which we blessed the parish's magnificent 
new pipe organ. 

The importance of music at liturgy has 
been a pastoral emphasis of the pastor, Fa
ther Frank Lioi, during his years of 
ministry at St. Anne's. Judging by my expe
rience during this recent visit, I would say 
die parish community has responded to 
his leadership with generous enthusiasm. 

I refer certainly to their investment of 
time, energy and funds diat yielded die 
new pipe organ. But I refer also — 
perhaps, especially — to the active, spirited 
participation of those who gathered for 
worship during the course of the weekend. 

I found their lively self-gift to the Lord 
and to one another during those beautiful 
acts of worship to be a source of great 
strength and encouragement. 

As I look back over diat experience on 
this Monday afternoon, I would name two 
of die ways in which I drew 
encouragement from my visit with the peo
ple of St. Anne's. The first is the way they 
confirmed in me the conviction that the 

LONG THE WAY 

liturgical renewal to which the church con
tinually calls us is hot only desirable but 
possible. 

Such renewal does not come without 
work, study, patience or, often enough, die 
investment of financial resources. Nor is it 
ever achieved once and for all. 

But I am sure that die people of St. 
Anne's would be quick to tell you that in 
the process they have grown in faith and 
in their appreciation of what it means to 
be a parish family in service of the 
kingdom. 

Our liturgy well celebrated inevitably 
makes us more lovingly aware of one 
anodier and of our shared vocation vessels 
of compassion, signs of hope in all aspects 
of our daily living. 

The second encouragement I drew from 
the experience at St. Anne's was from the 
gift of music. As I sang, listened to others 
sing and enjoyed the glorious voice of the 
organ, I remembered experiences in my 
life tnat were broadened and deepened by 

music. 
I thought, for example, of die songs our 

family sang to my mother as she lay dying. 
I thought of a summer afternoon in Paris 
35 years ago when a group of Greek 
students invited all who came by to join 
tiieir circle of dance and song. I thought of 
the music that welcomed me to this 
diocese when I was installed as bishop. 

Music can reach places that words 
cannot touch. Music moves us beyond the 
things that can divide us from one another 
to the deeper realities of things that must 
unite us. Music conveys hospitality, 
welcome and a sense of belonging. 

Be comforted if your singing voice is no 
better than mine. Fine tonal quality and 
strong register are not what I am talking 
about. I'm talking about the song we sing 
to the Lord in the way we treat one 
another, especially in the way we treat 
those who are different, or who disagree 
or whom we find disagreeable. 

I'm grateful to the people of St. Anne's 
for their music. As we worshiped, together 
they reminded me that we all have a song 
to sing and they encouraged me to sing my 
own song as best I can. 

Peace to all. 

See and hear on VHS cassette 
Bishop Sheens perspective on 
Angels, from his personal 
guardian angel to his special 
devotion to the Archangel Rafael. 

Bonus 
You will receive, at no extra 
cost, the text of six General 
Audience messages on Angels by 
Pope John Paul 11. Each is printed 
in an elegant folder in the style 
of a fine greeting card with a 
beautiful Angel illustration by 
famous artist John Hapgood on 
the cover. 

Added Bonus 
You will be able to pray to 
St. Raphael every day with a 
special Bishop Sheen prayer card. 

A Beautiful, 
Inspirational Album 
The video cassette, Papal 
messages and prayer card are 
packaged in a handsome, colorful, 
decorative album with classic 
Angel illustrations. 

$24.95 + $3 Shipping & Handling 

For Credit Card Orders Call: 
1-800-732-2011 

Send to: Sheen Productions, Inc., Dept. RCC • 27 Maple Avenue • Victor. NY 14564 

Please send Angels albums to: 

Name ' Address 

City 

Method of Payment: 
( ) Check enclosed for $ . 

State . - -Z ip . Telephone 

@ 28.95 ea. 
(New York Slate residents add applicable sales lax) 

( ) Visa/MasterCard Number Exp. Dale 

Fax orders lo 716-924-2929. • Allow 4-6 weeks for deliver)-

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270 Norton Street 
544-5000 
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"Finally!! 
"The music you've been asking for is here" 
"All new recording-over 50 minutes of beautiful music... 

...exquisite performance by recording artist Keith Wells..." 

Here I Am, Lord Be Not Afraid 

On Eagle's Wings 
Prayer of St Francis Hosea 

And Many More!!! 
Not Sold In Stores 

Mail check or money order with the form below: 

— — — — — — — Cut On Dotted Line — — — 
Make Check Payable to: <**• 
Golden Lyre Records Compact Disc 
P.O. Box 1100 Cassette Tape 
West Acton, MA 01720 Shipping/Handling 

Total Enclosed 
Please Print 

Price 

$15.95 
$12.95 

Total 

$2,95 

Name_ 

Address. 

City State. .Zip. 

100% 30-day money back guarantee! RNY 


