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Heaven rejoices over repentant sinner 
By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Luke 15:1-
32; (Rl) Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; (R2) 1 
Timothy 1:12-17. 

Dante called the 15th chapter of 
Luke's Gospel "a gospel within the 
gospel.'' It contains three parables 
about something lose a sheep, a coin, a 
son. Most of us may have at some time 
lost something of value to us. 

A new bride accidentally flushed her 
$1,800 diamond wedding ring down 
die toilet. To no avail, her husband, 
who was still making payments on the 
ring, spent die night digging up die 
yard and tearing up die plumbing for 
die ring. 

Frustrated, he called die town water 
department die next morning. The 
city sent out its "lost diamond crew." 
After diey installed a trap at a down
stream manhole and flushed die pipe, 
one of the crew crawled down into the 
manhole and fished die ring out of die 
sewage. The rejoicing was great. 

Well, die woman in die Gospel who 
lost a coin had lost something just as 
valuable as die diamond ring. Her 10 
silver pieces constituted her dowry, 
which she wore on a ribbon around her 
head as a token of her marital fidelity. If 
a woman were caught in adultery, one 
of the coins would be taken out, leaving 
a gap to show diat she had disgraced 
her marriage vows. So die woman in die 
Gospel was frantic to find her lost coin. 
Her reputation was at stake. She subse-
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quentiy found it and there was great joy. 
Jesus said that there would be joy 

like that among God's angels over one 
repentant sinner. Jesus meant that, be
cause he repeated diis theme after 
each parable. Jesus didn't say diat die 
sinner was loved more, but diat there 
was more joy over his repentance. 

Heaven rejoices over a repentant sin
ner, because sin is a terrible thing. A 
tendency exists today to accept sin. We 
know we are sinners, but we tend to see 
them as excusable sins — misde
meanors, not felonies. Like die Phar
isee, we thank God that we are not like 
the tax collector. Yet, in die Sermon on 
die Mount, Jesus said anger was in a 
class with murder and lustful thoughts 
widi adultery. Sin crouches in the heart 
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and seeks to devour homes, lives, and 
careers. That is why heaven rejoices 
when one turns from sin. 

Then, too, people can repent, diey 
can turn from their sins. People can 
change. It doesn't happen easily, how
ever. Most people who try to change 
end up failing. In fact, anyone who has 
ever studied Alcoholics Anonymous' 
12-step program and otiier attempts to 
transform human behavior will teH you 
diat people almost never really change 
unless God is involved somehow. God 
can change, die human heart And 
when He does, heaven rejoices. 

Finally, God really does forgive re
pentant sinners. Once diere was a 
widow who had lost her only son and 
her husband during World War I. She 

was bitter, especially since her neigh
bor, who saw five sons go to war, lost 
none of diem. 

One night she had a dream. An 
angel stood before her and said, "\fou 
might have your son back again for 10 
minutes. What 10 minutes would you 
choose? Would you have him back as a 
little baby; a dirty-faced litde boy, a Ht-
de boy just starting school, a student 
just completing high school, or as die 
young soldier who marched off so 
bravely to war?" 

The mother tiiought for a few min
utes and then she told the angel in her 
dream she would choose none of those 
times. "Let me have him back," she 
said, "when as a litde boy, in a moment 
of anger, he doubled up his fists and 
shook diem at me and said, 'I hate you! 
I hate you!"' 

Then she told die angel, "In a litde 
while his anger subsided and he came 
back to me, his dirty litde face stained 
widi tears, and put his arms around me 
and said: 'Momma, I'IJ^ sorry I was so 
naughty. I promise never to be bad 
again and I love you widi all my heart.' 

"Let me have him back then," die 
modier sobbed. "I never loved him 
more than at diat moment when he 
changed his attitude and came back to 
me." 

That's how God feels, about each of 
us. Sin is serious. God will help us con
quer our sins. More important, He for
gives diem for all who request it. That 
is why even die angels rejoice whenev
er one who has been lost is found. 
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GENERAL 

Announcements 

A D O P T I O N S The. Cathol ic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advert ising. To obtain a list 
of agenc ies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
cal l 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Business 
Opportunities 

Own Your 
Own Business 

Short hours 
Excellent profits 

Owner is ready to retire. Ideal down

town location, est. take-out restaurant 

with good growth potential. 

Call today, 467-5937 

Situations Wanted 

TUTOR: Call me now! Mature, 
caring teacher will give your child 
individual instruction. NYS Certi
fied. Grades K-6.473-9774. 

L O O K I N G FOR THAT special 
s o m e o n e to provide TLC for 

your elderly or handicapped? 
Excellent references and sense 
of humor. Call Shari 
7T6-352-7722. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

PENFIELD COUPLE: Seeking 
mature, patient, non-smoking care
giver for newborn in oar home 
near Penfield's Four Corners. 
Weekdays 6:30am4:30pm. Experi
enced and references reamed. Call 
after 430pm 264-1473 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

HOUSEKEEPING 
AIDE 

Full time 
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

JANITOR 
Full time 

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Monday — Friday. 

Contact: 
Director of 

Housekeeping 
St. Joseph's 

Convent Infirmary 
716-381-4064 

Monday—Friday 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Certified Nursing 
Assistants 

Part T ime. Minimal shift rota
tion, primarily days and 
every-other weekend. 

Contact: 
Director of Nursing 

St Joseph's 
Convent Infirmary 

716-381-4064 

Maintenance Worker 
Full Time 

Monday-Friday 
7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Contact: 
Director of Maintenance 
St Joseph's Convent 

Infirmary 
716-381-4064 

MERCHANDISE in 
Wanted to Buy Appliance Repair 

iHarilpn's aiitiquts 
Top cash paid for old wood fur
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc. One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

We Make 
House Calls 

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR 
724WintonRd.N. 

716482-6111 

PROPERTY 

Houses 

LUXURY LIFESTYLE AT 

Mayflower Village 

Riviera II 
2 Bedroom/ 2 Bath 

Cathedral Great Room 

Walk-In Closet 

Patio Villas -"the condo alternative" 
• Private master bedroom suites! 

• First floor laundry 

2 car garage, nul basement 

Fully landscaped! 

Nexer shovel or 

cut grass again! 

Handicapped accessible! 

Pond sites available! 

"Well help you every step of the way' 

3 models open. 
Sat. & Sun. 1-4 

Mayflower Village 
Buffalo Road & Westside Drive 

247-0440 
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Sue Christie 
Sates Associate 

"**smMmM 
Electricians 

K NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTOCAL NEEDS 
Fulty licensed & insured 

107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 

Heating & Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 
424-4848 

Home Improvement 

A L MEYVIS SR. Masonry re
pairs. Brick steps, sidewalks, re
pair, etc. 35 yrs. exp. Reason
able. 716-323-1007. 

Masonry 

A* 
ft 

AMERICAN 
MASONRY I . CHIMNEY 

865-4170 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MASONRY WORK 

663-7360 

Moving & Hauling 

K-DMo 
and 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 4734357 

Painting & Wallcovering 

BURG-MASTER .Painting - pa-. 
perhanging, texture ceilings, 
waits, ceilings repaired. Insured, 
powerwashing. Dan Burgmas-
ter, 716-663-0827. 

Hfe WSWAS91 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR., PAINTER 
Interior/Exterior 

All small jobs welcome 

3S3-aB7B_!_3Be-4436 
Grandaddy's 

Handyman Service 
Painting, wallpapering, 

bouse cleaning, vara work, 
<^2K small repairs x 
%> Art • 4SS-1329 \ 
VJ Mdi • 247-1342 \ Plumbing 

"One Tr ip Plumber" 
We Specialize in Repairs, 
Remolding, Replacement 

870 Winton Rd. North 2884997 

C A S S I D Y PkirtJirg and Healing 
• Licensed, Bonded 
• Bathroom RernoWino. 
• No Sen/ice Charges 
• Free Estimates 
• Senior Citizen Discount 
11 Comfort S t 
Rochester, NY 2 3 2 - 2 0 0 0 
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Roofing Siding & Gutter* 

UUIIfcRCLtANINU 
FULLY INSURED 

Call MONROE 
GUTTER CLEANING 
533-2260 or 334-0701 

ROOFMG&SDMGCO. 
BUabUtM1912 

•Roo(:Rei»b,-;Si(fce 
•RtpjicoDent Windows 
• &eaiw/ i tan inGulknv 


