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New bus schedule irks Catholic school parents 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

PITTSFORD -Some St Louis School 
parents are protesting the Pittsford 
School District's new afternoon busing 
schedule in which high-school students 
are riding the same buses as young chil­
dren attending the Catholic school. 

The St. Louis parents will attend a 
meeting of the town school board slated 
for Monday, Sept. 18, at 7:30 p.m in Men-
don Center Elementary School, Mendon 
Center Road. 

St. Louis School houses students in 
pre-kindergarten through grade six, ac­
cording to Audrey Janicki, die modier of 
two children attending the Catholic 
school in Pittsford. 

"I think my children are too young to 
be dirown into thaf older environment," 
said Janicki, who has a daughter in fourth 
grade, and a son in second; 

Janicki added that some parents were 
planning to sign a petition protesting die 
new schedule, Janicki said. A letter circu­
lated to St. Louis parents with the peti­
tion listed several complaints about die 
new arrangement. 

"We have always had direct bus trans­
portation as taxpayers who use very litde 
other school services, it is die least we 
can expect," die letter stated. 

In addition to their concerns about 
mixing older and younger students on 
the same buses, parents fear their small 
children will not be adequately super­
vised when diey are transferred from one 
bus to another, she said. 

Janicki added that.many of die young 
children are coming home later tiian 
they did in die past — a problem diat may 
worsen when winter comes and snow 
causes traffic delays, she continued. 

Pittsford school officials acknowl­
edged the parents' concerns, but said 
they were urging diem to adopt a "wait-
and-see" attitude toward the new sched­
ule before condemning it. 

"We're asking diem to stick with it, to 
try it," said William Harvey, the district's 
transportation director. 

According to Harvey, up until tins year 
school buses provided by die Town of 
Pittsford School District have taken the 
elementary school children direcdy from 
St. Louis to their various drop-off points 

on die route home. This year, however, 
130 students from St. Louis are being 
bused to Pittsford Sutherland High 
School after being picked up at the 
Catholic school at 3:05 p.m. 

At Sutherland, high-school students 
from four non-public high schools — Our 
Lady of Mercy, McQuaid Jesuit High 
School, Allendale Columbia and The 
Harley School — board various buses car­
rying St. Louis children. 

Meanwhile, 30 St. Louis students will 
transfer to two buses at Sutherland. 

Everything's 
coming up 
cabbage 
Mark Leverenz tosses a head of 
cabbage during a cabbage boc-
cie tournament at the St Eliza­
beth Ann Seton Cabbage Patch 
Festival in Hamlin. The fourth 
annual festival, held on church 
grounds Sept. 8-9, also featured 
cabbage bingo, cabbage recipe 
contest, a cabbage hat contest, 
and various games. The festival 
closed with a concert by 'Nik 
and the Nice Guys' Saturday 
evening. 

S. jonn wtiKiniStan Pnotographer 

Mother Angelica to speak at Sept. 29 conference 
documentaries, weekly series, seasonal 
musical specials, devotionals and live cov­
erage of church events. EWTN is plan­
ning extensive coverage of Pope John 
Paul D?s upcoming U.S. visit slated for 
Oc t 4-8. 

In addition to being noted for her 
work on EWTN, Modier Angelica found­
ed Our Lady of die Angels Monastery 
order in Birmingham, Ala. The audior of 
more than 50 books on spirituality, she 
has garnered several awards and hon­
orary degrees. 

Also an author and lecturer, Father 
Pacwa is an expert on the New Age Move­
ment, the occult, and Oriental religions. 

Father Levis has produced die soft­
ware program Catalog of Faith for Middle 
Schoolers, to reach children in die com­
puter age. Copies of the program will be 
available at the conference. 

ROCHESTER - Modier Angelica, 
founder of the Eternal World Television 
Network, will be die featured speaker 
when the Western New York Chapter of 
Cadiolics United for die Faitii sponsors 
its annual conference at the end of this' 
montii. 

Mother Angelica will begin the confer­
ence with a talk to young people from 
2:15 to 3:15 p.m. at the Party House, 677 
Beahan Road, on Friday, Sept. 29. Ad­
mission is $12 for adults, $6 for students. 

In addition to Fadier Mitch Pacwa, SJ, 
a noted audior and biblical scholar, and 
Fadier Robert J. Levis, professor of the­
ology at Gannon University, Modier An­
gelica will also speak at a dinner slated to 
begin at 6 p.m. at die Party House. 

Fathers Pacwa and Levis will also ad­
dress conference participants on Satur­
day, Sept. 30, when die program moves 

to Holy Spirit 
Church, 1355 Hatch 
Road in Webster. The 
conference will begin 
that day widi a 9 a.m. 
Mass followed by 
talks and Benedic­
tion. 

Tickets are $30 per 
person for dinner Fri­
day night and the conference on Satur­
day. They may be obtained by calling 
Mike Macaluso at 716/436-9006 (days) or 
248-9094 (evenings), or Mike Gallagher 
at 4254333 (days). 

Since being founded in 1981, EWTN 
has grown into one of the world's largest 
religious broadcasting networks, reach­
ing almost 40 million cable subscribers in 
49 U.S. states and 16 countries. 

The 24-hour cable network features 

Sutherland became die district's new 
bus route transfer point after Allendale 
Columbia told the district diat it could 
no longer use the school's parking lot as 
a transfer point, Harvey said. 

To make more efficient use of die dis­
trict buses, the transportation office de­
cided to include St Louis students in die 
busing transfer at Sutherland, Harvey 
continued, pointing out that Sutherland 
is near St. Louis. 

Up until this fall, St. Louis buses were 
operating at only one-third of capacity 
since they were used exclusively for stu­
dents of the Catholic school, Harvey ex­
plained. He noted that the new schedule 
enables die district to decrease from 14 
to 10 the number of buses it previously 
used for die 360 private-school students 
who use die district's bus service. 

"The more kids we can roll into a 
transfer, the more efficient the buses 
are," Harvey stated. 

Harvey emphasized that the district 
will save money in fuel consumption as 
well as wear and tear on school buses. 

John O'Rourke, the Pittsford School 
District's superintendent, said he doesn't 
foresee any problems having high-school 
students ride with elementary-school 
children. 

"They are young ladies and gentle-
men," O'Rourke said of the high school 
students. "They are not to be feared." 

As for parents' concerns that St. Louis 
students might get lost in the shuffle at 
the Sutherland transfer site, Harvey 
noted that his staff is training bus drivers 
to supervise the youngsters when they 
get off and on buses. 

Harvey concluded that if die new 
schedule does not work for parents and 
students, the district is willing to revert to 
the old bus schedule. 

Corpus Christi dinner 
slated to help parish's 
six outreach ministries 
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J.B. TRAVEL 
3175 ChW Avenue 

(716)8894090 Marilyn RaurcBa Yager 

«READING''...SET... SHOP!!!.spaces still 
available on fully escorted motorcoach shopping 
tour to Reading, PA A/™. 10-11 ONLY $125 pp 
_JMOTAX...v»riety of stoics.- CALL NOW!! 

EXOTIC Southern Caribbean Cruise 
NCL Windward Feb. 10-17,1996 

. Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Bans, Tortola, 
Virgin Gorda, St. John & St. Thomas 

CALL NOW1! GROUP SPACE!! 
Carnival's ECSTASY Western Caribbean 

U*r «M4,96 Kef We*, Phj» dd Carmen fcConuod 
BOOK NOW!! GROUP SPACER 

FULLY ESCORTED MOTORCOACH TOURŜ  
Kitchener OCTOBERFEST Oct. 10-12 $175pp 

rc»XWO0DSG«ano/Mystic,CTOct27-29 
SUNSET BLVD. Toronto, Nov.4 

BEAUTVANDTHEBEAST, Toronto, Mar. 25 | 
SUNSET BLVD. Toronto, Feb. 21 
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS!! 

HONEYMOONS..CRUISES..,. . , „ 
FAMILY VACAT10NS.XIFT CERTIFICATES... ! 

CORPORATEfc INCENTIVE.... * 
SENIOR DISCOUNT BOOKS iv= 

"VntuosoBach" 
Virtuoso works ojj. S. Bach 

for chow, organ, frofgan with trumpet 

«• 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 23,8 P.M. 

Dido & Aeneas 
Purceltii English Opera 

for chorus, soloists, &'period instruments 

DOWNTOWN UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

TICKETS AND INFORMATION 
716-377*537 

Rochester Bach Festival. 

"Town Gate East, 
Truly A Home Away From Home" 
E njoy independence, knowing that our 

well-trained, caring staff is available 

round the clock to assist residents with 

any special needs. 

Call us for complete information on the 
many services Town Gate East has to offer. \ 

381-0282 

T $ m GATE EAST 
2006 Five MileUne Rd'., Pentteld, New York 


