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ENTARY 
Anti-poor rhetoric overlooks common good 

By Patricia SchoellesrSSJ 
Courier columnist 

Now we've heard the Fuhrman 
tapes. 

Judge Ito and the media thought so­
ciety had a right to hear them, so 
they've been playing over our air waves 
for a few days. 

They contain r6acist slurs and sexist 
denunciations and descriptions of be­
havior designed to entrap some seg­
ments of our population. 

We don't all talk like Mark Fuhrman 
did on those tapes, of course. But hear­
ing the tapes on our radios and TV 
sets seems to be part of a syndrome 
that is sweeping our country and mak­
ing living the Christian message even 
more challenging than it usually is. 

A climate is developing in our nation 
that seems to make it all right to de­
nounce whole segments of our popula­
tion. Our public rhetoric and some of 
our attitudes are becoming increasing­
ly exclusive. 

Lately we seem to accept language 
that blames the poor for being poor. 

HE 
MORAL 
LIFE 

We are comfortable with proposals to 
"keep immigrants out," to stop helping 
children born out of wedlock to poor 
women, to restrict health care to those 
who can afford it, to allow our govern­
ment to put its own citizens to death. 

We seem to be content now as a peo­
ple to hoard what we have for our own 
use. Exclusively. Me and mine: "I've 
worked hard and I've earned it and I'm 
not about to share i t "It's my own pri­
vate property, absolutely. I own it, and 
I'll use it die way I want to." 

Notions of "the common good," 
long prominent in Catholic social doc­
trine, are becoming increasing unpop­
ular in the tenor of U.S. society today. 
Convictions about government being 
an agent for the just distribution of so­
cial goods are fading fast. All of this 
flies in the face of Catholic social doc­
trine, of course. For decades and 
decades, our popes have insisted there 
is a "social mortgage" on private p r o p 
erty. They have proclaimed, with the 
Gospels, that we all have a responsibil­
ity toward those who are in need. The 
popes have developed a position on 
the relationship between rich and poor 
that claims that poor people have a 
right to the goods of society, just as 
rich people do. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ pro­
claims that, too. According to the 

Gospel, "neighbor" is not a geographi­
cal term. It is a moral term. I am 
obliged to meet the needs not just of 
my family and those who live on my 
street. Luke 10 indicates that our 
neighbor is anyone who needs us. 
Matthew 25 indicates that. the true 
measure of individuals — may we sug­
gest nations? — is how well we take care 
of "the least of our sisters and broth­
ers." The American bishops confirmed 
this in their letter on the economy. 

We all recognize a need to rethink 
public policy in these times. But how 
do we Christians respond when so 
much of today's public rhetoric flies in 
the face of what we hold at the very 
core of our belief system? Where has 
our "Christian outrage" been hiding 
lately? 

For Catholics, at least, tolerating 
these recent developments means an 
intolerable conflict with our strong be­
lief in the community of all, our tradi­
tional understanding of government's 
responsibility to act for the common 
good of everyone, and our attempt to 
secure a consistent ethic of life. 
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Announcements 

A D O P T I O N S The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 

-Catholic Courier. 

Garage Sales 

PULTNEYVILLE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY Garage Sale: Sept 16 
9-5, Rain or Shine. Antiques, 
Household items, Farmer's Mar­
ket, Cider, Baked Goods, Break­
fast/Lunch. Come on out! 
315-589-9390 

Business 
Opportunities 

Help Wanted Help Wanted Wanted to Buy Electricians 

Own Your 
Own Business 

Short hours 
Excellent profits 

Owner is ready to ietii& Ideal down­
town location, est take-out restaurant 

with good growth potential. 

Call today, 467-5937 

Certified Nursing 
Assistants 

Part Time. Minimal shift rota­
tion, primarily days and 
every-other weekend. 

Contact: 
Director of Nursing 

St. Joseph's 
Convent Infirmary 

716-381-4064 

HOUSEKEEPING 
AIDE 

Full time 
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

JANITOR 
Full time 

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Monday — Friday. 

Contact: 
Director of 

Housekeeping 
St Joseph's 

Convent Infirmary 
716-381-4064 

Monday—Friday 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Maintenance Worker 
Full Time 

Monday-Friday 
7:30 a.m.-4:00 p,m. 

Contact: 
Director of Maintenance 
St Joseph's Convent 

Infirmary 
716-381-4064 

ifflarflpnte Antiques! 
Top cash paid for Old wood fur­
niture, clocks, glass and china, 
sterling, crocks, quilts, etc One 
item or complete household. 
We make house calls. 

647-2480 

f* NOLAN 
ELECTRIC 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRCAL NEEDS 

Fully licensed & insured 
107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Apartments 
Unfurnished 

H e a t i n g & Ai r C o n d i t i o n i n g 

Grandaddy^ 
Handyman Service 

Painting, wallpapering, 
house deaning, yard wont, 
,!^>v small repairs 4t 
£g *rt«-132t \ 
XJ MC* • 247-1342 \ 

Music Director 
Needed 

Local College Musical 
For information call: 

Col leen 3 8 7 - 3 4 6 4 

MIDT0WN MANOR APARTMENTS 
FOR AGE 50 AND OLDER. 

Convienent Downtown Location, 
walk to snooping. On a direct busline. 

Studio $299 One Bedroom $359 
AH utilrties included. Section 8 accepted. 

Monthly Meet Service* 
475 East Broad St 546X3650 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales • Service • Installation 

Family..Owned & Operated 
4244848 

BERNARD K. BAYER & SON 
Master Painters \_ L W V 
Painting & Wallpaper A \ 

Wood Finishing and Glitters 
Aluminum Doors and Windows 

Est 1952 (716)381-0812 

Situations Wanted 

TUTOR: Call me now! Mature, 
caring teacher will give your child 
individual instruction. NYS Certi­
fied. Grades K-6.473-9774. 

Child Care 

FAIRPORT: CHAPPY TIME DAY 
CARE has openings on our newly 
remodeled, 2nd floor, inside gym 
with other spacious rooms. We 
also offer flexible payment plans. 
Call Denise 7167425-1360. 

Home Improvement 
A L MEYVIS SR. Masonry re­
pairs. Brick steps, sidewalks, re­
pair, etc. 35 yrs. exp. Reason­
able. 716-323-1007. 

Pet Care 

PROFESSIONAL PET 
GROOMING SERVICE. Mobile 
- in your home for your conve­
nience. Call Mary, 234-1648. 

Masonry Plumbing 

EMPLOYMENT 

AIM HIGH 
We Don't Ask For 
Experience - We Give It' 
Most employers ask for experience — we 
don't. The Air Force offers these powerful 
tools to prepare you for the 21st century: 

• Education 
• Training 

erience 

LUXURY LIFESTYLE AT 

Mayflower Village 

Riviera II 
2 Bedroom/ 2 Bath 

Cathedral Great Room 

Walk-In Closet 

Patio Villas -"the condo alternative" 
• Private master bedroom suites! • Never shovel or 
• First floor laundry cut grass again! 
• 2 car garage, full basement • Handicapped accessible! 
• Fully landscaped! • Pond sites available! 

"Well help you every step of the way" 

3 models open 
Sat. & Sun. 1-4 

Mayflower Village 
Buffalo Road & Westside Drive 

247-0440 
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Sue Christie 
Sates Associate 

A 
A M E R I C A N 
MASONRY *. CHIMNEY 

865-4170 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

ALL MASONRY WORK 

663 -7360 

"One Trip Plumber"' 
We Specialize in Repairs, 
Remolding, Replacement 

870 Winton Rd. North 2884997 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving 
and Storagelnc 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 
473-6610 or 473-4357 

C A S S I D Y Plumbing and Heeling 
• Licensed, Bonded 
•Bathroom Remolding. 
• No Service Charges 
• Free Estimates 
• Senior Citizen Discount 
11 Comfort St 
Rochester, NY 2 3 2 * 2 0 0 0 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

BURG-MASTER Painting - pa-
perhanging, texture ceilings, walls, 
ceilings repaired. Insured, power-
washing. Dan Burgmaster, 
716-663-0827. 

BOWMAN 
ROOFING & SWING CO. 

Established 1912 
• Roof Repairs • Siding 
• Replacement Windows 
• Seemles Aluminum Cutters 

671-3270 - 671-2912 
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AL MEYVIS, JR., PAINTER 
Interior/Exterior 

All small jobs welcome 

3 8 3 - 8 8 7 8 » 3BB-*->3B 

GUTTER CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 

. Call MONROE 
GUTTER CLEANING 
533-2260 or 334-0701 


