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Church, politicians grapple over issue 
ardinal Roger M. Mahony of Los Angeles has thrown tive action policies and programs must not fail to advance so-Cdown die gaundet in a batde diat may pit die Cadiolic 
Church against politicians in California — and across 

die nation — over die next year. 
In a June 8 pastoral letter, "Affirmative Action and Cadiolic 

Social Teaching," die cardinal defended affirmative-action pro­
grams and policies diat give preference to women and minori­
ties in an effort to make up for years of discrimination. 

And Cardinal Mahony unequivocally linked support for af­
firmative action to church teachings. 

"Akhough progress has been made, we must not fail to re­
member that societal and institutional racism and discrimina^ 
tion and dieir effects remain deeply woven into 
die fabric of society," Cardinal Mahony wrote. 
"Any proposal to reform die status of affirma-
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ciety toward die elimination of discrimination against tiiose 
who have historically and systematically suffered from it." 

The cardinal issued his statement amid a swirl of debate on 
affirmative action in California and in Washington, D.C. 

In July, die California Board of Regents, widi die strong sup­
port of Republican Governor — and board member — Pete Wil­
son, voted to end affirmative-action action programs intended 
to increase die number of black, Latino and Native American 
students in die state's colleges. 

Wilson, who is seeking die Republican nomination for pres­
ident, also supports currendy stalled legislative attempts to 

eliminate affirmative-action programs in Cali­
fornia agencies, and an effort to place on die 
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