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Jeremiah suffers for doing God's zvill 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

My name is Jeremiah. Although I 
am a quiet man by nature, there 
are times when the Lord gives 

me messages to deliver to the people of 
my beloved country, Israel. I cannot help 
but obey the Lord. I tell whoever will lis
ten, and I tell many who I know are not 
listening. 

On one such occasion, I said, "Leave 
the city at once, and turn yourselves over 
to the armies of Babylon. If you do not, 
you will be killed in batde or you will die 
of hunger- or sickness. The Babylonians 
will starve you out and uiey will have no 
mercy on you if you resist. Surrender 
now, because God is going to let the city, 
and anyone who remains in it, fell into 
their hands. They will not harm anyone 
who gives up before they attack." 

There were men in the crowd who 
heard what I was saying who were not 
honest, and they did not obey the Lord. 
Instead they ran to king Zedekiah and 
told him I was spreading fear in the city 
and that because of me the soldiers were 
ready to desert their stations. This did 
not hurt me as much as when I learned 
they said I did not have die best interests 
of the people in my heart, but that I was 
trying to trick the people into surrender
ing without a fight so that the Babyloni
ans could win the city easier. 

When God gives me a message it is al
ways because of his love for his people. I 
share this love. My people are my family. 
I would be willing to give my own life to 
spare any of diem. And diat is what die 
men asked of die king. They wanted me 
killed for doing what I did. The king gave 
them permission to kill me and they 
came after me with ropes and clubs. 

Bible Trivia 
Who was Jeremiah's father? (Jeremi

ah 1) 
Send Answer to: Catholic Courier Bible 

Trivia, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, 
N.Y. 14624. Please include your name, 
address and school name. 

All entries must be received by 
September 14, 1995. A winner will be se
lected at random from all the correct en
tries submitted. 

Last month's winner was Peter Lep-
ere, a student at Elmira's Holy Family Ju
nior High. He correctly identified Lsh-
mael and Isaac as Abraham's two sons. 
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They grabbed me, tied my hands and 
feet, and lowered me into the well in the 
courtyard of Prince Malchiah. There was 
no" water in the well, only mud. I sank 
into it and was almost completely cov
ered. If I struggled, I sank deeper. My 
mouth was tied, so I could not call for 
help. Not that anyone would have heard 
me. The only faces 1 saw were those of 
my captors. They were laughing at me as 
they abandoned me. 

I prayed to God to deliver me. Not for 
myself, but I did not know if die people 
of die city were surrendering to die Baby
lonians. I did not want all of diem to die 
because of die wickedness diese men had 
done to me. 

God must have heard my prayer be-

Hlustratton by IKattiy Walsh 

cause before the light of morning had 
come I heard men calling me, and I 
could see die lights of tfieir torches. My 
friend, Ebedmelech, was with them. He 
looked down into the welL 

"Jeremiah," he said, "I heard what was 
done to you and I pleaded to the king for 
your life. He has sent me to get you out of 
your slimy prison." 

The men pulled me out with their 
ropes and I was given a safe place to stay. 

Read more about it: Jeremiah 38. 

Q&A 
1. What was Jeremiah's message to 

the people of the city? 
2. What was Jeremiah thinking when 

he was in. the well? 
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Bible Accent 
Wells were important sources of 

water in die desert climate of ancient 
Israel. There was usually a celebration 
after a well had been dug. Most large 
towns had wells near their entrance 
gates. These spots would serve as meet
ing places for people corning toJdraw 
water, much as we do in our grocery 
stores. The woman usually drew die 
water for her family in the time of 
Jeremiah. Sometimes they -were assist
ed by their children. When David wais 
homesick, he remembered die well of 
his home town when he said, "How I 
wish someone would bring me a drink 
of water from die well by the gate of 
Bethlehem." (2 Samuel 23:15) 

St. Aedan 
Aedan was an Irish monk who as

sisted King Oswald in spreading Chris
tianity to parts of die British Isles in 
die first half Of the seventh century. 
Missionaries before Aedan were impa-v 

tient and harsh, and therefore had not 
been very successful in converting the 
British to Christianity. 

Aedan was able to establish a 
scholastic monastery in northern Eng
land, and earned a reputation as a kind 
and educated man. He preached and 
practiced die kind treatment of chil
dren and slaves, and he was generous 
to the poor. He received financial sup
port from die king of Ireland and often 
used die money to buy die freedom of 
English slaves. 

Aedan died in England in 651. It is 
claimed his prayers could calm strong 
winds during storms or summon rain 
to put out fires. He is often portrayed 
in paintings doing one of tiiese acts. 
We remember him on August 31. 
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